
THEME
CHALLENGE

Take the challenge to find the THEME 
that will best tell the story of your year.



theme
Challenge

2023



It’s all about the 

story
theme challenge ‘23



You are the 

storytellers
for your school in 2023

theme challenge ‘23
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tell
the story

of 2023

your 
challenge:
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are you 

ready?



let’s begin the 

theme
challenge

theme challenge ‘23
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theme team
Assignment 1

Gather your team and 
resources



theme challenge ‘23

Each school (theme team) will need magazines, 

access to internet, writing and recording 
material.

Assign  someone to be the recorder (person to write everything –
• Some schools may need two people to act as a recorder).

Your group will need
• colored markers • magazines • paper
• (poster size post-it paper)
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theme team
Assignment 2

Reflect on your 2022 theme 
and the words they used
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Discuss:
What were the specific elements of last year’s theme

story/tone/feel/vibe?

Discuss:
How well do you think the 2022 theme 

told the story of 2022?

Looking back to 2022
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No wrong answers.
All participate. 
Speak quietly.   

All for SEVEN minutes

Write EVEYTHING down

Looking back to 2022
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theme team
Assignment 3

Let’s check out some 
2022 themes

and the words they used and 
the told stories told.
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What is the

story
that each book wants to tell?
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We are going to show you 

several yearbook covers, 

one at a time

Look carefully at the book’s cover, the theme 
phrase, the presentation of the theme
in the following books:

Let’s talk about story

storywe are the



theme challenge ‘23 Let’s talk about story

storywe are the

• No wrong answers.
• Everyone participates. 
• Speak quietly.   

Write Everything Down
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Write notes about each cover and the theme

• What type of story might these words tell?
• Describe its voice and tone of these words?
• How does font selection relate to story?
• What colors have been incorporated
• How are words/phrases used?

What do you love, not love?

Cover Set 1
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Let’s talk about story

1.

2022
The Legend

El Dorado
High School

El Paso, 
Texas

Vanessa 
Martinez,
adviser

theme challenge ‘23
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Let’s talk about story

2.

2022
The Torch

Athens Drive
Magnet
High School

Raleigh,
North Carolina

Liz Luna,
adviser

theme challenge ‘23
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Let’s talk about story

3.

2022 
Aledoian

Aledo
High School

Aledo,
Texas

Emily Pyeatt
Arnold,
adviser

Ledoian
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Let’s talk about story

4.

2022
Fusion

Hagerty 
High School

Oviedo, Florida

Brit Taylor,
adviser

theme challenge ‘23
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Let’s talk about story

5.

2022
Arena

Legacy
High School

El Paso, 
Texas

Leland 
Mallett,
adviser

theme challenge ‘23
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Let’s talk about story

6.

2022 
Stampede

Mitchell
High School

Trinity,
Florida

Susan
McNulty,
Adviser

theme challenge ‘23
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Let’s talk about story

7.

2022
The Round-Up

Woodland
Junior
High School

Fayetteville,
Arkansas

Vanessa 
Rameriz,
adviser

theme challenge ‘23
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Let’s talk about story

theme challenge ‘23

1. 2. 3. 4.

5. 6. 7.

set 1

What is the overall FEEL, TONE, VOICE of each cover and its words
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to which BOOK does this spread belong?

El Dorado High School
El Paso, Texas

1.
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to which BOOK does this spread belong?

Athens Drive Magnet High School
Raleigh North Carolina

2.
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to which BOOK does this spread belong?

Aledo High School
El Paso, Texas

3.

Ledoian

ListenUP
ListenUP
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to which BOOK does this spread belong?

Hagerty High School
Oviedo, Florida

4.
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to which BOOK does this spread belong?

Legacy High School
Mansfield, Texas

5.
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to which BOOK does this spread belong?

Mitchell High School
Trinity, Florida

6.
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to which BOOK does this spread belong?

Woodland Junior High School
Fayetteville, Arkansas

7.

Click to edit Master title style
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Write notes about each cover and the theme

• What type of story might these words tell?
• Describe its voice and tone of these words?
• How does font selection relate to story?
• What colors have been incorporated
• How are words/phrases used?

• What do you love, not love?

Cover Set 2
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Let’s talk about the words

1.

2022
The Wildcat

Harding
Academy

Searcy, 
Arkansas

Tod Traber,
adviser

theme challenge ‘23
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Let’s talk about the words

2.

2022
Clarion

Davie 
County
High School

Mocksville,
North Carolina

Michelle Shue,
adviser

theme challenge ‘23
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Let’s talk about the the words

3.

2022
Heritage

Shawnee
Mission
South
High School

Overland Park,
Kansas

Tucker Love,
adviser

theme challenge ‘23
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Let’s talk about the words

4.

2022
The Creek

Timber
Creek
High School

Fort Worth, 
Texas

Kathy
Beers,
adviser

theme challenge ‘23
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Let’s talk about the words

5.

2022
Apollo

Colonial
Forge
High School

Stafford,
Virginia

Tiffany
Kopcak,
adviser

theme challenge ‘23
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Let’s talk about the words

6.

2022
Raider

Gulliver
Preparatory
High School

Miami,
Florida

Monica 
Rodriguez,
adviser

theme challenge ‘23

IT'S 
good

ALL

R
A

ID
E

R
 2

0
2

2

find bedo ...

VOL.
44
RAIDER

2022

G
ulliver Preparatory

Upper School Cam
pus

M
iam

i, FL

IT'S 
g

o
o

d
ALL



theme challenge ‘23

Let’s talk about the words

7.

2022
Brickhouse

Shawnee 
Mission
North
High School

Overland Park, 
Kansas

Becky Tate,
adviser

theme challenge ‘23
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1. 2. 3. 4.

5. 6. 7.

set 1

What is the overall FEEL, TONE, VOICE of each cover and its words
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to which BOOK does this spread belong?

Harding Academy
Searcy, Arkansas

1.
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to which BOOK does this spread belong?

Davie County High School
Mocksville, North Carolina

2.
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to which BOOK does this spread belong?

Shawnee Mission South
High School
Overland Park, Kansas

3.
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to which BOOK does this spread belong?

Timber Creek High School
Fort Worth, Texas

4.
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to which BOOK does this spread belong?

Colonial Forge High School
Stafford, Virginia

5.
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to which BOOK does this spread belong?

Gulliver Prep High School
Miami, Florida

6.
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to which BOOK does this spread belong?

Shawnee Mission North
High School
Overland Park, Kansas

7.
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THEME TEAM
Assignment 4

Tag Line Hunt
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It’s time for a 

tag line 
hunt 



theme challenge ‘23 tag line hunt

Get out your MAGAZINES and other

RESOURCES
Everyone is going to look through them

for SEVEN MINUTES 
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Everyone will find a

Do not worry if it’s not perfect, just tell your recorder to record the phrase

Recorders, you will need to write everything down. DO NOT STOP

that could become a THEME PHRASE.

HEADLINE
ADVERTISEMENT TAG-LINE 
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tag line hunt

check these out
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tag line hunt

check these out
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tag line hunt

check these out
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tag line hunt

check these out
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tag line hunt

magazines ads
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tag line hunt

check these out

TV Grammy 
promomagazine



theme challenge ‘23

Evaluate
What you’ve discovered

tag line hunt



Recorderswill 
– be the leader for this next 

SEVEN MINUTES
– need a COLORED MARKER

– READ EACH PHRASE: 

tag line hunt



tag line hunt
STAFF will 

– Give a THUMBS UP
if the phrase or tagline sounds 
GOOD

– Give a THUMBS DOWN, 
if it DOES NOT sound good
– Highlight the BEST ONE 
(s) 

No other discussion should take place
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THEME TEAM
Assignment 5
Word and Coverage 

Connections



Word and coverage connections

Step ONE:
Choose one phrase that your 
team feels might work as a 
theme.

Remember…this does not need to be your final phrase



Word and coverage connections

Step TWO:

Brainstorm
known phrases
using words in 

the phrase
Remember…this does not need to be your final phrase



Word and coverage connections

Step TWO: For 
each word, write 
down as many 
known phrases
that you can in 
seven minutes



Word and coverage connections

Step THREE:

Examples
check out these examples



Word and coverage connections

Step three - examples 
possible theme phrase:

So Worth It
Word: Worth
Phrases: self-worth, worthy, worth every second, 
know your worth, infinite worth, nothin worth having 
comes easy, Ft. Worth



Word and coverage connections

Step FOUR - Evaluate 
Discuss what you found and how well you 
think your phrase may or may not work



theme challenge ‘23

storywe are the

the point?
It takes time to find your perfect

THEME WORDS
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so…
get the

process
started!
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have fun
finding your

perfect
themefor 2023





THANK
YOU

Find Your Perfect Theme for 2023


