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WELCOME
We are so glad to have you with us today.
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THANKS
for sharing your work with all of us.
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YOU CAN 
DO ANYTHING

You Set Your Mind on Achieving.



ATHENS DRIVE 
high school

Happy Birthday Mike Taylor

Happy Birthday

MIKE 



It’s Coverage Time!

56 schools  

16 states  

125+ spreads 

are 
you  

ready?

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics
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HERE 
WE GO!



1. Showcase your work 

2. Provide coverage ideas  

3. Inspire and encourage you

OUR GOALS TODAY

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics
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Let’s start with a few 

CONSIDERATIONS
as you begin to expand your 

coverage of national and local 
events and issues. 
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What NATIONAL and 
LOCAL events and 
issues are having an 
IMPACT on your 
students and school 
community?

CONSIDER THIS

1 1 
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Which of these are  
MOST IMPORTANT 
and 

NEED TO BE 
COVERED 

in your book?

CONSIDER THIS

2 2 
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How will covering these 
events and issues IMPACT 
your administration, 
students and 
community.

CONSIDER THIS

3 3 
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Will they 
CONSIDER THIS

Support? 
Question? 
Have concerns? 
React positively or negatively? 
Censor?

4 4 
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Where can we get 
copyright-free 

photos of national 
events and people?



ATHENS DRIVE 
high school

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

Check out  
this article 

from the SPLC  
(Student Press Law Center)



Student Press 
Law Center 

Reference this article 
from the SPLC about 
finding copyright-safe 
phots to use in your 
publication. 

Also check out the 
Creative Commons 
website to search for 
copyright free images. 
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Material in the public domain 
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Material in the public domain 
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NSPA Campaign Photo Exchange
“We’ve created a Flickr archive of student-
produced photos of the 2020 national 
candidates and campaigns, and we’re making 
them available to our member student journalists 
for use in their student media.  

It’s sometimes a challenge for student media to find 
high-quality images that are current, let alone 
affordable or free. On the other hand, some of our 
member media have images they’re willing to 
share. 

So we made a match.  

Some leading advisers, including Ellen Austin, 
Kathryn Campbell, Tracy Anne Sena, Mike Simons, 
Bradley Wilson and Mark Witherspoon, created this 
exchange for high-school and collegiate journalists 
in our organizations.”

https://www.flickr.com/photos/182025665@N08/
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NATIONAL 
EVENTS
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COVID-19 
VIRUS
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EFFECTS of 
COVID in 20-21
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Blue Valley Northwest 
High School 
Overland Park, Kansas 

Online 
School starts entirely  
online in September.

2021 31Folio Copy

EXCLUSIVELY

ONLINE
SCHOOL STARTS ENTIRELY ONLINE IN SEPTEMBER

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER IN A WORDWORD

COMFORTING

STUDENTS AND STAFF SUMMARIZE THEIR 
VIRTUAL EXPERIENCES IN ONE WORD

“I like being at home 

because there is 

something more 

comforting about 

being at home 

compared to school.”

Brett Oplotnik 10

T

OVERWHELMING
“I would be like ‘I 

will just do [the 

assignment] later,’ and 

then I would forget to 

do it because

I would get super 

distracted.”

Ava Smith 9

CONFLICTING
“I felt conflicted to 

decide which path 

to take because 

in-person learning 

sounded like a hassle 

with all the constant 

change, but if I went 

virtual, I could have 

a more consistent 

schedule.”

Claire Doherty 10

DISCOMBOBULATED
“I thought it would 

be easier because 

I wouldn’t have to 

deal with students 

as much, but the 

technology was 

much harder than I 

thought it would be.” 

Mary Sheridan Arling 

French

IT TOOK A TOLL, POLL
STUDENTS COMPARE THEIR HABITS 
DURING VIRTUAL LEARNING

65% woke up right before 

Zoom started

35% woke up 15 minutes before 

Zoom started

39%
61%

26%
74%

never slept through 

a Zoom

slept through a Zoom at 

least once

attended Zoom 

classes from bed

attended Zoom 

classes at a desk

STORY•A SHLY N  VA N  HORN  &  MA RY  BRE A U     
DESIGN•PRAGATHI VENKATESH     
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E The most fulfilling part of online school was 

“getting prepared for college because in 

college, you’ll be on your own with little access 

to the teacher.”

MATTHEW DONOVAN 12

he Blue Valley District 

announced Aug. 21 that 

students would begin 

the school year virtually 

to reduce the spread of 

COVID-19. Prior to school 

starting, students were offered 

the choice of staying online 

throughout the school year, 

returning to in-person learning 

or having a flex schedule 

which included a combination 

of both online and                  

in-person classes. 

   These schedules were 

released throughout the 

district Sept. 4. Although 

in-person students had a 

difficult time navigating Zoom, 

virtual and hybrid schedules, 

students also had to navigate 

numerous scheduling conflicts. 

   Counselors made 

adjustments to these 

conflicting schedules by 

working with the district. 

Counselor Joe Geiger said the 

district was more unorganized 

than the individual high 

schools due to having to 

oversee all 22,000 students 

across the district. 

   “The district is working 

feverishly to get the best 

experience possible for our 

students,” Geiger said. “This 

situation is like building a 

plane as you are flying it - very 

frustrating for sure.”

   Students also said 

they experienced the 

consequences of the district’s 

poor organization. Freshman 

Mahathi Reddy, a virtual 

student, said she missed the 

majority of her classes due to 

scheduling conflicts, causing 

her stress and frustration. 

   “The schedule mix up left 

me underprepared,” Reddy 

said. “I found myself behind 

in assignments that my 

classmates had done in the 

previous week.” 

   Staying focused and 

organized were also leading 

struggles. Junior Ashley Clark 

said not being in the usual 

classroom setting made it 

easier for her to become 

distracted and disorganized. 

   “It was more frustrating 

because I am definitely more 

of a hands-on learner; that’s 

how I learn best,” Clark said. 

“I used to struggle a lot in 

school, but I picked myself 

up again, and going online 

brought my grades down 

once again.” 

   Not only did students 

experience difficulties staying 

focused and motivated while 

staring at a computer screen 

all day, senior Ethan Elstun 

said he struggled with online 

school because he was 

unable to see his friends and 

classmates throughout the 

school day.  

   “I was going to go in person 

as soon as I could,” Elstun said. 

“I did not want to go online.” 

   While students worked 

through the obstacles of their 

new learning reality, teachers 

and staff continued to support 

their students. Teachers 

frequently checked emails, 

updated their Canvas home 

pages and held office hours 

for students who needed  

extra assistance. 

   “The teachers were really 

supportive, and we had emails 

coming in with updates every 

couple hours which was really 

helpful,” Reddy said. 

   Some teachers had it harder 

than others when it came to 

teaching their classes online. 

The art department initially 

shifted their curriculum from 

hands-on to more research-

based learning. Jewelry and 

ceramics teacher Carly 

Kimbrough said she did not 

feel too nervous about these 

changes once she realized 

students would be receiving 

art supply kits soon.

   “I knew that the kids would 

be coming to pick up their 

supply kits, so I had spent a 

lot of time developing lessons 

based off of the supplies that 

were going to be in those 

kits and the supplies I knew 

they would have at home,” 

Kimbrough said.

   Although students were able 

to get supplies for learning 

curriculum remotely, talking 

solely through computer 

screens caused a lack of 

communication between 

students and teachers. Not 

only was Wi-Fi connection 

lost numerous times during 

Zoom sessions, students and 

teachers lost the personal 

connection that came with 

learning in a real classroom. 

Students often left their 

cameras off during class 

unless instructed otherwise. 

   “I felt like I was just talking 

to myself on the computer 

sometimes,” Kimbrough said.

   After four weeks of remote 

learning, Geiger said the 

situation finally began to 

stabilize and most students 

knew where they were 

supposed to be. The district 

then announced hybrid 

learning, a combination of 

in-person and online learning, 

ILLUSTRATING WHAT STUDENTS 
may look like while attending 

school remotely, junior Ashley 

Clark poses on her laptop. 

PHOTO • ANJALI BARATHAM

030 EXCLUSIVELY ONLINE

COVID-19
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Blue Valley Northwest 
High School 
Overland Park, Kansas 

Back From  
Lockdown 

2021

LEARNING

044 BACK TO SCHOOL

LOCKDOWN
BACK FROM

DURING HER CHEMISTRY class, sophomore Lucy 
Halverson mixes chemicals during a lab Oct. 
22. Halverson said the restrictions imposed by 
COVID-19 caused her chemistry class to be more 
challenging. “Sometimes there’s not enough 
supplies for everybody which makes us typically 
have to share with people which can cause issues,” 
Halverson said. “Then, sometimes you have to have 
smaller groups than you would if we didn’t have the 
coronavirus with the social distancing.” 
PHOTO · JESSICA WITT

CONTENT • SOPHIA CONNOLLY • LIV MAHLIOS • ALLISON DRAGOO 

042 BACK TO SCHOOL

Cameras off, mics 
muted, reluctant 
students. 
Nothing to fill the 
silence. Zoom call, 
after zoom call, after... 

After six months of 
waiting, enduring, we 
return to Northwest, to 
“normalcy.” 

Well, as normal as 
things can be with so 
many new rules to 
follow:

Masks up.
Six feet apart.
Two to a lunch table.

And we should savor 
it, because half-filled 
hallways are better 
than empty ones.

But let’s not pretend 
we’re back to 
“normal.”

Back to School Oct.indd   42-43Back to School Oct.indd   42-43 1/27/21   10:53 PM1/27/21   10:53 PM



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

Liberty North  
High School 
Liberty, Missouri 

COVID Comeback 
Looking back on the first 
days of school, students 
across all grades discuss the 
differences in the year and 
how COVID-19 impacted 
the beginning of the school 
year and the changes to 
usual activities due to social 
distancing requirements. 

2021

COVID-19
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Santa Rosa 
High School 
Santa Rosa, California 

Living through  
a Pandemic 
Students and staff  
try to make the best  
of the changes that  
come with COVID-19.

COVID-19

2021
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Seguin High School 
Arlington, Texas 

Campus Life  
Flipped Upside  
Down 
This is how Matadors  
fight COVID.

COVID-19

2021
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El Dorado High School 
El Paso, Texas 

Between Two 
Worlds 
In efforts to slow down the 
spread of COVID-19, the 
closing of the frontera 
brought economic and 
emotional setbacks for both 
Juarenos and El Pasoeans.

COVID-19
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COVID-19 came sweeping into the 
United States, tearing down every 
last bit of normality society once 
knew. The first to go down were 
schools. Then came the closing of 
restaurants, gyms, parks and all 
public entertainment. The last to fall 
was the frontera.  
On March 19, 2020 the U.S-Mexican 
border was shut down in efforts to 
slow down the spread of COVID-19 
across the United States. For El 
Dorado senior Kevin Arroyos, this hit 
closer to home as his second home 
would seal up its door indefinitely.  
“At the beginning of the pandemic 
when the borders first closed it 
really affected me,” Arroyos said.

Arroyos and his mother reside in 
Juarez, Mexico while the rest of his 
close family resides in El Paso, Texas. 
Because of this, Arroyos heavily 

depended on the border to visit 
family, attend school and hang out 
with his peers from El Paso. 
“The border closing made me feel 
some type of way I can’t describe,” 
Arroyos said. “When I crossed the 
border, I got to see my family from 
both sides and now I couldn’t.”  
The border closure banned all 
nonessential travel to Mexico but 
essential travel for work, medical 
and educational purposes. However, 
crossing the border still meant 
risking contracting COVID-19. 
“I didn’t feel safe crossing the 
border anymore, Arroyos said. “I did 
not want to put myself and my family 
at risk like that,” Arroyos said.   
Undeniably, the closing of the 
border brought many cultural and 
economic setbacks to both Juarenos 
and El Pasoeans. However, Arroyos 
managed to find a silver lining in the 
indefinite restrictions placed.  
“The border closing made me, and 
other people take care of ourselves 
a lot more,” Arroyos said. “I was 
able to see through the setbacks it 
brought me and see how the closure 
really prevented COVID-19 from 
spreading.”
Copy by Keidy Palma and Denisse Carreon.

In efforts to slow down the spread of 
COVID-19, the closing of the frontera 
brought economic and emotional setbacks 
for both Juarenos and El Pasoeans. 

THE FINE LINE BETWEEN BOTH WORLDS. With the rise of the 
pandemic, came the rise of wait times at the International Border 
located in El Paso Texas. On March 12 2020, the border between 
El Paso and Juarez, MX was shut down for non-essential travel in 
effort to prevent the spread of COVID-19, impacting El Pasoeans 
economically and personally.  Photo Credit: These photos are courtesy 
of the El Paso Times in support of local high school journalism. 
AVOID GOING OUT. Heading back to El Paso, most times there are 
long lines especially during the weekends. When you line up in your 
car at the Zaragoza-Ysleta bridge you see announcements of events 
or new attractions in the city. Some of these announcements stay up 
on the walls for years on some occasions, but due to the pandemic, 
past announcements have been painted over to add new notifications 
to the people. Here we see one new statement with the phrase that 
translates to,” Stay at home, we will see each other soon,” which 
encourages people to stay quarantined at home. Photo by Denisse 
Carreon. 

LIFE BEFORE THE PANDEMIC. Before the COVID outbreak happened, 
we had many people crossing the border every morning, having the 
border as an advantage to them. Living in a border state, we have 
people who live in Juarez, yet go off to El Paso to work, go to school, 
or even just go visit family members. As we can observe here, we 
see that everybody is crowded together; then after the pandemic 
took over, all of this changed because lines have rarely been this 
long again. Natalia Olivas, a former sophomore stated,“I believe that 
people should not continue crossing the border every day, since 
the pandemic we are going through… but everyone is going through 
different situations and maybe there are some people that are crossing 
everyday because they really need to.” Photo by Natalia Olivas.
BORDERLAND VIEWS. The “X” also known as “La Equis” located on 
the South bank of the Rio Grande in Juarez can be seen across the 
border by El Pasoeans driving on Interstate 10. In efforts to depict the 
merge of the Aztec and Spanish cultures, Mexican sculptor Enrique 
Carbajal Gonzalez built “La Equis” in 2013. Photo by Paola Duran.

the border
“I went from crossing

once a week
to not being able to cross

for almost four months.”

LIFE BEFORE THE PANDEMIC.BORDERLAND VIEWS. 
THE FINE LINE BETWEEN BOTH WORLDS.

01/31/2020
 Trump bans foreign 
nationals from entering 
the U.S. if they had 
been in China within 
the prior two weeks.

03/11/2020
President Trump 
bans all travel 
from 26 European 
countries. 

03/21/2020
The southern and 
northern border are 
closed due to Covid-19 
to non-essential 
travels. Also, CBP will 

no longer detain illegal 
immigrants, instead they 
will immediately return 
these aliens to the 
country they entered. 

04/20/2020
Measures are 
extended for an 
additional 30 days. 

05/19/2020-
12/21/2020
These measures just keep 
on being extended to avoid 
more contagions here in El 
Paso and Ciudad Juarez. 

Timeline of the dates 
where border restrictions 
were put in place.

“
“

Natalia Olivas, 10 Joshua Diaz, 12

Q&A of different questions regarding 
the new border restrictions 

“I have like two friends- who are il-
legal over there, and they can’t cross 
because well they can’t go back to 
their house? So, like they have to stay 

in El Paso since they close the 
border over there. These days 
I’ve been hanging out more 
with them and they say they 
get too bored being here.

I felt really bad because I have family 
on both sides of the border, and just 
imagine that I would have to choose 
where to stay, it was really sad. Because 
of the pandemic it was really concerning 
to think that if my family in Juarez got 
sick, I could not be with them.”

impactimpact

worlds

AVOID GOING OUT.
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CREATIVITY
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Robinson 
High School 
Tampa, Florida 

Quaran-creativity 
A handful of students 
decided to make the best 
of quantine by learning 
new skills over the “Corona-
cation.”

CREATIVITY

2021
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Athens Drive  
High School 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

Finding the  
Words

2021

CREATIVITY

Last year, Aliyaa Pathan wrote a short story called 
“Jeweled Pigeon” that won first place in the Raleigh 
Fine Arts Literary Contest. She wrote about a 
young boy named Raqqa who lived in Syria. The 
focus was around his story and centered around 
exploring ideas of ethnicity and guilt, as well as the 
role of American relationships with the rest of the 
world. Pathan wanted to tell the struggle of coun-
tries where people were suffering for their life.
As the journalist wrestles with his role as an 
American in war-ravaged Raqqa, he encounters a 
young thief who has lost everything to the bombs 
that destroyed the city. “I wanted to share the story 
of the Syrians of Raqqa and show how they were 
affected by war. Sometimes the raw stories of 
people surviving a crisis are lost in sensationalized 
headlines about tragedy,” said Pathan. 
After winning this competition she became known 
for her ability to write and communicate at a level 
unlike many others.  Teacher Farrall Hilton contin-
ued, “Aliyaa is able to bring a level of authenticity, 
deep insight, and detail in her writing as well as an 
understanding of the human spirit that typically 
only more mature writers possess. She inspires all 
who know her.”
Growing up, Pathan was never found without a 
book in hand; she read anything and everything. 
“Reading, to me, feels like traveling. Words on a 
page turn into cobblestone streets or grand moun-
tain ranges. I can step into a different world or go 
back in time. I never got tired of it, and my appetite 
for a good story was never satisfied,” commented 
Pathan. After reading her writing, Pathan’s friends 
and family encouraged her to keep working, she 
found that she enjoyed writing her own stories 
even more than reading others.Keeping track of all 
her ideas was not easy though. “Sometimes I’ll get 
an idea and forget it within minutes. It wasn’t until 
I got into a habit of jotting them down that I really 
started keeping track of them.”, said Aliyaa Pathan. 
The list of ideas is constantly growing, and when 
it comes down to her time to write she is inspired 
by current events and the real-life experiences of 
what people share with her. 

FINDINGFINDING

THE

BRAINSTORM
The world thought up a storm 
And named it Florence. 
They fed it their fever dreams,
Gave it their wide eyes and 
Unrelenting attention,
Called it a “monster storm,”
And fed it some more. 
They whispered, “Please.”
And glanced up at trembling pine trees, 
Then back at their radars. 
Do they wish it leaves us alone?
Or welcome the monster storm?

BY RASHIDA  RASHID

LITERARY FEATURE
053

VULNERABLE HUMANITY 
Katheryn Garvey,junior, used ink to 
create She likes to do art because she 
wants to represent her technique that 
she has. This masterpiece is about 
natural 
disaster that cause hunger and people 
possibly die. “Art is challenging 
because you have to stay in touch with 
the ideas that you want to talk about 
and you want everyone to know your 
talent Katheryn Garvey,junior, used ink 
to create She likes to do art because 
she wants to represent her technique 
that she has. This masterpiece is about 
natural 
disaster that cause hunger and people 
possibly die. “Art is challenging 
because you have to stay in touch with 
the ideas that you want to talk about 
and you want everyone to know your 
talent.” WORDS

“
GARVEY

RAW STORIES OF 
PEOPLE SURVIVING 

A CRISIS ARE LOST IN 
SENSATIONALIZED 
HEADLINES ABOUT 

TRAGEDY.

KATHERYN
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Hagerty 
High School 
Oviedo, Florida 

Feelin’ the  
Vibe 
Quarantine provides 
time for self reflection 
and room.

BEDROOMS

2021
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Hinsdale Central 
High School 
Hinsdale, Illinois 

Remote Rooms 
Remote learners show off  
where they do their work  
this fall.

BEDROOMS

2021
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El Camino 
Real Charter 
High School 
Woodland Hills, California 

The Nation’s  
Capitol 
During the certification of 
election results, pro-Trump 
rioters storm the Capitol 
building.

INSURRECTION

2021
January103 Capitol Riots 103

Fight for Trump
In front of the Capitol, a pro-Trump 
protestor in striped overalls waves 
an American flag as other protestors 
gather and surround the staircases 
of the building. Photo by Tyler 
Merbler via Creative Commons

Tearing up
As rioters were inside and outside of the Capitol, 
tear gas is deployed by police. Capitol Police, 
D.C. Police and the National Guard worked to 
move the rioters away to allow congresspeople to 
continue counting electoral votes. Photo by Tyler 
Merbler via Creative Commons

Give the all clear
The Senior Official performing the duties of the Deputy 
Secretary of Homeland Security Ken Cuccinelli tours the 
U.S. Capitol to survey damage from violent protests earlier 
in the day. Photo from the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS), Public domain

Knocked down
Seen by senators as they reentered the Capitol 
after protestors were evacuated, windows show 
the interior damage after the storming. Photo by 
U.S. Senator Bill Cassidy, Public domain Final rally

The morning of the Capitol riots, President Donald 
Trump speaks to supporters at his “Save America” 
rally. Trump told his supporters that they would 
“walk down” to the Capitol building to “cheer on 
our brave senators and congressmen and women.” 
Photo by Voice of America, Public Domain

CAPITOL
DURING THE CERTIFICATION OF ELECTION RESULTS, 
PRO-TRUMP RIOTERS STORM THE CAPITOL BUILDING

Chants of “Fight for 
Trump!” were heard 
throughout Downtown 
Washington D.C., before 
protestors pushed past 
Capitol Police and breached 
into both chambers of 
Congress, interrupting the 
counting of electoral votes. 

At 11 a.m. on Dec. 6, 
President Donald Trump 
hosted a “Save America 
Rally” on the Ellipse. 
According to a transcript 
of the rally from Rev, 
Trump said that “[he and 
his supporters] will never 
concede,” reiterating claims 
that the election results 
were fraudulent. 

“Trump not conceding 
was understandable,” senior 
Ray Francisco, a Democrat 
said. “It’s especially 
predictable of Trump to 
behave like this, since 
admitting that he lost would 
weaken his image.”

Trump’s supporters 
marched toward the Capitol, 
about a 1-mile walk, donning 
Trump hats, American 
and Confederate flags. 
They gathered around 
the building, protesting 
congresspeople and 
Vice President Michael 
Pence’s decision against 
not certifying the election 
results.

“In the beginning I did 
support [the protesting] 
because like all riots it starts 
peaceful,” junior Jonathan 
Majd, a Republican said. 
“But when violence came up 
in D.C. I felt bad for being 
labeled as low as an Antifa.”

Once inside, the House 

of Representatives and 
the Senate stopped their 
certification of election 
results, evacuating the 
building. Supporters of 
Trump took selfies inside, 
caused destruction and 
stole property including 
podiums.

Some Republicans noted 
irony behind the actions of 
the protestors.

“My first thought was 
that they are stupid since 
the right advocates for 
being the party of law and 
order,” sophomore Kayus 
Remeika, a Republican 
said. “[The President 
was responsible for] the 
gathering at his rally, but not 
for the violence. However, 
defending the violence was 
the wrong move.”

A poll conducted 
through Instagram stories 
of 127 students asked if the 
protestors’ actions were 
justified, with 2% saying yes 
and 98% saying no. 

“It’s disgusting and 
horrible,” junior Noah 
Stewart, a Democrat said. 
“They were not protestors, 
they were terrorists.”

Students compared the 
security at the Capitol to the 
increased security during 
the Black Lives Matter 
protests in June.

“Trump said that anyone 
who broke into [federal 
buildings] would be 
sentenced to a minimum 
of 10 years,” senior Mahak 
Hamid, a Democrat said. 
“And yet the people who 
were standing up for the 
lives of mistreated Black 

people in our country were 
sprayed with tear gas and 
shot at.”

According to the 
Associated Press, federal 
prosecutors said the 
mob aimed to “capture 
and assassinate elected 
officials,” but backed away 
from the allegation since no 
“direct evidence” was found 
showing the rioters had this 
intent.

“It could’ve been way 
worse,” junior Melody 
Jamneshan, a Democrat 
said. “If it weren’t for 
[Capitol police officer] 
Eugene Goodman, who led 
away Trump supporters 
from the officials, then one 
of them could’ve gotten hurt 
or possibly died.”

According to a message 
posted on their Most 
Wanted list under “Capitol 
Violence,” the FBI would 
“aggressively pursue those 
involved in criminal activity.”

“It’s a good thing because 
these people need to be 
charged for their crimes,” 
freshman Isabel de Rubertis, 
a Democrat said. “They 
were involved with putting 
the lives of people at 
risk and need to be held 
accountable.”

There were a total of five 
casualties from the riots, 
including four rioters and 
one Capitol Police officer.

“I don’t identify with 
these radical Republicans,” 
sophomore Kelly Teck, a 
Republican said. “It was 
uncivil and a gross act. [The 
protestors] had the right 
idea, [but] poor execution.”

Story by 
David DabloTHE NATION’SJUST

The House impeaches President 
Donald Trump one week before 
he would be leaving office

“
“

I believe that his impeachment was 
unjustified because his actions did 
not lead to inciting insurrection 
and ultimately led to a deeper 
division in our nation.”

He had to be held accountable 
for everything that had led 
up to the events. Everything 
leading up was completely 
because of him and where he 
stood in terms of morality.

- sophomore

- junior

COURTNEY LE

DAN DUONG

HOW WE 
FELT ABOUT 
THE RIOTS

Do you think 
the protestors’ 
actions were 
justified? (out of 
127 responses 
from Instagram)

Describe the actions at 
the Capitol in one word:

“TREASON.” - sophomore 
Gabrielle Salmans 

“DISAPPOINTING.” - senior
Miles Dugan

“EXPECTED.” - senior 
Leah Stark

“TERRORISM.” - 
sophomore Kaitlyn 
Tseselsky

“DISGRACEFUL.” - junior 
Jasmine Toscano    NO             YES

    98%             2%

Photos from 
Flikr 
and 
Wikimedia Commons
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Southwest 
High School 
Ft. Worth, Texas 

Corona  
Cancellations 

CANCELLATIONS

2021
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Terra Linda 
High School 
San Rafael, California 

Fierce Flames 

2021
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Willitts 
High School 
Willits, California 

Up in Smoke 
Fires in Mendocino 
county rock the 
community.

CALIFORNIA FIRES
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Lynbrook 
High School 
San Jose, California 

On Red Alert 
New major fires are 
breaking out  
in California.

ON RED ALERT
New major fires are breaking out in California.

Wildfires in the West are producing a parade of 
chilling statistics. More than 4 million acres have 
burned in California in 2020 alone, which is the 
most in recorded history. Since the beginning of 
the year, there have been over 8,400 wildfires that 
have burned a total 31 fatalities statewide and 
more than 9,200 structures.
Wildfires are uncontrolled fires that spread quickly, 
destroying homes and the environment nearby. 
Conditions in the weather and environment—such 
as drought, winds and extreme heat—can cause a 
fire to spread more quickly. This is why California 
has been fire prone; with no significant precipi-
tation in sight, California remains dry and ripe for 
wildfires.
Wildfires threaten lives directly, and wildfire smoke 
can affect us all. They spread air pollution not 
only nearby, but thousands of miles away. Even if 
people aren’t directly affected by the wildfires, the 
detrimental microscopic particles released by them 
affect us in many ways.
Smoke might cause breathing difficulties even in 
healthy individuals. Senior Lasya Mallipeddi said, 
“Since the air quality worsened, I had nasal con-
gestion whenever I woke up. It bothered me a lot 
because I either had a sore throat or a stuffy nose 
everyday. Also, I usually walk outside in my apart-
ment twice a week for exercise, but because of 
the poor air quality, I couldn’t. I felt trapped inside 
the house.” Considering this, people like children, 
pregnant women, and the elderly that are especial-
ly vulnerable to smoke exposure should be more 
cautious when going outside.

The increased amount of harmful pollutants in-
cluding particulate matter and toxic gases such as 
carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, and non-meth-
ane organic compounds forced people to stay in-
doors for days. Senior Lia Seo said, “I usually went 
running with my dad every other day, but when 
we once went outside when the air quality was 
really bad, we both regretted immediately because 
wearing a mask while running in the smoky weath-
er made us hard to breathe. Also wearing a mask 
didn’t protect us from the smoke; my throat felt a 
little uncomfortable after running. Since then, we 
couldn’t continue running for a while.”
Since August 15, when California’s fire activity el-
evated, poor air quality resulting from the wildfires 
also restricted the daily choices that we can make. 
Lia added, “We used to hang clothes outside to 
let it naturally dry but we couldn’t do that since air 
quality became poor. Because the smoke and the 
dust landed on the clothes contaminated them, we 
had to wash the clothes again. From then, we hung 
the laundry inside our house, which definitely took 
a long time to dry.”
The health effects of wildfire smoke are not fully 
understood, and the particles differ in some ways 
from other air pollution, which has been shown 
to cause disease. But wildfire smoke, which can 
include toxic substances from burned buildings, has 
been linked to serious health problems. So when 
air quality reaches dangerous levels due to wildfire 
smoke, the most effective way to reduce exposure 
and avoid the ill effects of smoke is to stay indoors 
with windows and doors closed.

SCU Lighting Complex (August 2020)
-Areas Affected: Stanislaus, Santa Clara, 
  Alameda, Contra Costa, San Joaquin
-396,000 Acres Burned
-222 Strctures Destroyed
-0 Deaths 

Mendocino Complex (July 2018)
-Areas Affected: Colusa, Lake, Menocino, Glenn
-459,100 Acres Burned
-280 Strctures Destroyed
-1 Death 

August Complex (August 2020)
-Area Affected: Tehama
-863,100 Acres Burned
-86 Strctures Destroyed
-1 Death

CATCH FIRE
Top 3 largest California wildfires

Construction in Lynbrook High 
School continues. Even though 

there was a debate whether 
or not it’s okay to resume out-
door work, construction sites 

only closed voluntarily.

keep working

The sky of Lynbrook high 
school is yellow. This phenom-

enon is  caused by the thick 
blanket of smoke and ash from 

the blazes which hung over 
much of the region.

yellow sky

033032

CALIFORNIA FIRES
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SMOKE
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Lewis and Clark 
High School 
Spokane, Washington 

Up in Smoke 
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Fairview 
High School 
Boulder, Colorado 

New Classroom 
Students show off their  
new desk setups when  
working from home.

CLASSROOM

2021
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Shawnee Mission 
Northwest High School 
Shawnee, Kansas 

Dreamers and 
Believers 
The repeal of the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) program leaves 
some students wondering 
what their future will hold. 

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics
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DACA

2020
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El Camino 
Real Charter 
High School 
Woodland Hills, California 

Sweet Dreaming 
Undoing a 2017 repeal, a 
federal judge reinstates 
the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program, restoring a 
feeling of security among 
students.

2021

DACA

December DACA Applications Reopen 32

SWEET DREAMING
Undoing a 2017 repeal, a federal judge reinstates the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program, restoring a feeling of security among students

A Dec. 4 federal court ruling required the 
Department of Homeland Security to accept 
first-time DACA applications, process advance 
parole requests and extend DACA protections 
to recipients who receieved a one-year grant to 
two years. 
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Story by David Dablo and illustration by Alanna Jimenez



ATHENS DRIVE 
high school

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

DISTANCE 
LEARNING 



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

Liberty North  
High School 
Liberty, Missouri 

Virtually Connected 
With all the complications of 
the year, students explain 
how their teachers made it 
a little more normal by 
getting to know each other 
in more ways than just ice 
breakers and games. 

2021

LEARNING
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Fairview 
High School 
Boulder, Colorado 

Study Session 
With school being fully   
online, students reflect  
on the pros and cons  
of online school and  
their new study 
habits.

LEARNING

2021
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MASKED TEACHER
Royal Oak 
High School 
Royal Oak, Michigan 

Sing It  
Loudly 

2021
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Hinsdale Central 
High School 
Hinsdale, Illinois 

E-Learning: 
Teacher Edition 
Teachers explain their 
experience with 
remote learning.

2021

LEARNING
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Hinsdale Central 
High School 
Hinsdale, Illinois 

Gym With A Spin 
Students explain remote  
PE classes.

2021

LEARNING
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ENTERTAINMENT
Platte County 
High School 
Platte City, Missouri 

The Big Picture 
Students stream shows 
and movies more than 
ever. 

2021
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Athens Drive  
High School 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

Entertain  
Yourself

   ENTER
TAIN
  YOURSELF
   ENTER
TAIN
  YOURSELF

INTERESTED

becoming

during quarantine
DECORATE

more
After several weeks of being bored at home, 
Senior Zujeiri Mendoza Arzola started pho-
tographing her family. Finding enjoyment in 
photographing family gatherings eventually 
sparked an interest in party planning. “After 
three months I started volunteering to decorate 
parties,” she explained, “I decorated my aunt’s 
baby shower and got really into it. I want to 
decorate more parties and take more pictures 
for other people!” She has managed to plan 
four parties, and hopes to continue this as a 
possible future career.

HANNAH  
SEUHLE 
FRESHMAN
I decided to put my key-
board to use. I’ve always 
had fun playing simple 
songs on the piano and I 
wanted to learn more.

NABEEL  
RAHMAN 
SENIOR
My dad and I were always 
interested in woodwork. 
Due to quarantine, we 
found ourselves having  
a lot of free time, so we 
explored something new.

KELSIE   
HUGHES 
SOPHOMORE
I had a lot of time during 
quarantine to learn and 
discover more about drum-
ming even though I have 
played since third grade.

ELIAS   
GUEDIRA 
SENIOR
I got into guitar when I 
wasn’t able to go to or-
chestra anymore. I figured 
it would be fun to pick up 
another instrument.

REBECCA  
ELLIOT 
SENIOR
I started baking. I enjoy not 
only the bowl scraping at 
the end, but the way that 
I feel kinda like a scientist 
mixing together stuff and 
how mindless it is.

PARTIES

RILEY   
PRESTON 
SENIOR
My dad started building cornhole 
boards and tasked me with designing 
the paint job they would have. Now, 
we have our own set of boards and we 
play whenever we want.

REMAINING 

I spend a lot of time at the beach so I pretty much 
do every water activity there is; skim boarding, 
paddle boarding, anything with the water. Be-

tween classes this year, I would spend time out in 
the marsh at Topsail Island.

  SULLIVAN 
SHARP 

FRESHMAN

LAUREN  
WILLIAMS 
JUNIOR
Me and one of my friends started 
biking a lot around the neighborhood 
and over at Lake Johnson. I enjoy 
doing it because it’s fun to have the 
wind in your face when you’re going 
fast and I get a rush from it after.

ACTIVE

What have 

you watched?

JACKSON GILL 
SENIOR 
I like how even though Grey’s Anatomy is 
really dramatic, you can actually learn about 
medical stuff that’s real life.

CHRISTY DICKERSON 
SENIOR 
I’ve been hooked on Grey’s Anatomy since  
I was a kid, I’ve literally watched it like 3 
times over and still feel like it’s the first time.

RISHI KESHAV PRAKASH 
FRESHMAN  
I actually watched Gordon Ramsay cook in 
Masterclass.

ZOE POLITIS 
SOPHOMORE 
Gossip Girl has this instant draw because of 
the lifestyle they live and the constant dra-
ma, there’s always something interesting.

EVERETT BOSTIAN 
FRESHMAN 
i like a lot of shows and cant really narrow it 
down, i love action, thriller, romance, and 
fantasy mainly though

BRENDA QUIJADA 
JUNIOR 
I was looking to get distracted from having 
to be home all day, so watching Gossip Girl 
was kinda a distraction from real life.

MARYUM IRFAN 
FRESHMAN 
I watched all of Stranger Things.

LET’S 
BINGE 
THIS

I want to

INVESTED

JOSEPH  
BRIDGHAM 
SENIOR
Alongside the economic troubles of 
the COVID Pandemic, an interest in 
economics and the stock market took 
hold of many. Senior Joey Bridgham 
got casually involved with the stock 
market to keep himself busy at the time 
of the crash. “I started investing when 
the market crashed,” he described, “I 
was relatively bored before, but I mean, 
I was still having fun.”

Bridgham detailed, “I started a ROTH 
IRA and I have a normal stock account. 
In my Roth, I’m a lot less risky. I really 
like it, spending up to 2 hours each 
day trading and researching potential 
stocks- I’ve even traded four times in 
one day with the same money, which 
landed me in some potential legal trou-
ble.” Despite the risks he puts himself 
in, he’s still enthusiastic about his new 
hobby, “Man If you invest 6k per year 
in your ROTH IRA and if you keep it in 
a total market index fund, and just hold 
it there for 50 or so years, you’ll have 
close to 2.5 million due to the magic of 
compound interest.”

PC: JOSEPH BRIDGHAM

STAYING

I want to

AL-SABBAGH
NOOR

With so many places closed and people stuck 
inside, many turned to the outdoors for relief 
from school and boredom. Noor Al-Sabbagh, 
junior, wanted to get in touch with her green 
thumb and picked up a hobby of gardening to 
keep herself busy over quarantine. “My mom 
and I started to get really bored so we decided 
to start a garden as a way to spend time instead 
of spending time on screens,” she explained, “I 
was spending way too much time on screens, 
including classes, so I thought gardening 
would get me off my phone.” As she would toil 
away in her backyard, she never found tending 
to her plants to be a grueling project. “I love 
seeing the vegetables grow from small to full 
size… I find planting to be very stress relieving 
from online school, and very calming, because 
for me nature in general feels peaceful.”  
PC: NOOR AL-SABBAGH

BY EVAN BIESAGA

NEW ENTERTAINMENT
31

PC: ZUJEIRI MENDOZA ARZOLA

PC: CARRIE MCKEOWN

2021

ENTERTAINMENT
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Grover Cleveland 
High School 
Reseda, California 

Choose Your Aesthetic

2021

FASHION
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Grover Cleveland 
High School 
Reseda, California 

Two Truths, 
One Lie

2021

GAMES



We’ve Got You Covered

El Camino  
Real Charter  
High School 
Woodland Hills,  
California 

Among Us 
Space station  
mystery game  
gains 
national  
popularity.

junior Jorge Rangel

senior Tijana Karovic

sophomore Dan Lehavi

senior Amber  
Karimee

freshman Paul Ecklund

TASK
49%

CLEARING ASTEROIDSDOWNLOAD/UPLOAD FIX WIRING SWIPE CARD

68 Among Us 
players name 

their least 
favorite task

24% 18% 9%

pass

Layout by David Dablo and Alanna Jimenez, illustrations by Alanna Jimenez

Among Us 081November080

FOUR’S
CROWDa
A fourth map is announced named 
“Airship” sparking new excitement

This is new 
Two crewmates stand 
in the cockpit region 
of the “Airship” Among 
Us map. The map 
was announced after 
the game won Best 
Multiplayer at the 
Game Awards. 

“
“

The new map includes more intricate details 
than the other maps. I’m really excited to play 

on it. Hopefully it won’t be too 
confusing with the added 
tasks and features.” 
- junior Nida Yar-Khan

I saw some YouTube 
videos where they found 
a way to play the map 
early using a Nintendo 
Switch. The features look 
kind of like a combination 
of all three older maps, 
so it’s really promising.” 
- sophomore Ryan 
Kossarian

“ “ “ “        It’s just two clicks, right, but when  
you’re waiting for it to finish it just  
makes you nervous.” - junior Fredy  
Herrarte

       It’s not really hard, 
it’s just one of those 
tasks you have to do 
over and over” - junior 
Hana Yu

        It has a bit of a 
learning curve for the  
new players.” - sopho-
more Srujam Dave

       You’re kind of vulnerable, just 
standing there. And if there’s no 
visual tasks, you can’t tell if someone 
is faking it.” - junior Ashley Sotnik

CYAN 
really sus honestly because they 
pretend to be safe, and they keep 
you alive gaslighting you.”
- junior Heather Montrose

COLORtheory
Two colors stand out as most suspicious

RED
is just sus, you hear 
it all the time, and it’s 
mostly true.”
- junior Haley Dablo

Out of 98 votes:
Red got 47, cyan got 
38 and other colors 
totaled to 13

“I LIKE PLAYING DETECTIVE AS 
CREWMATE, BUT AFTER I DO MY 
TASKS. IT’S FUN PLAYING AMONG 
US LIKE A MURDER MYSTERY.”

“I LIKE 
KEEPING 
AT LEAST 
ONE OTHER 
PERSON I 
CAN TRUST 
WITH ME.” 

Join code: THISRL

Let’s play one game. 
Can you guess who 
the imposters are 
among us?

The players begin in 
cafeteria and all make 
their way together to the 
card swipe.

Everyone gets their 
task completed in less 
than four swipes, and 
everyone leaves except 
for sophomore Dan 
Lehavi and Gwendolyn 
Goldenberg.

After Goldenberg 
completes her wires, the 
lights go down, and she 
sees her report button 
light up.

A large “body reported” 
pops up on screen, and 
you see white’s body 
was reported.

Where’d they die? 

And wait... who was 
with them last? 

Actually... Where was 
everyone else?

Players huddle around 
a large round table 
to discuss who the 
murderer could be. 
Junior Jorge Rangel 
had been sticking with 
Senior Tijana Karovic 
for quite some time, and 
the others think it was 
starting to become a little 
suspicious. 

“White seems good but 
is always sus,” Lehavi 
immediately interjects. 

Offended, Rangel fires 
back that he simply 
“[likes to] make some 
friends and have fun.”

Jumping in, freshman 
Paul Ecklund states that 
senior Amber Karimee is 
safe because they had 
been together the whole 
time doing downloads 
and watching vents. 

Suddenly, Karimee 
immediately turns an 
accusatory eye towards 
Senior Gwendolyn 
Goldenburg.

Defensively, Goldenburg 
desperately pleads, “I 
[cant] be an imposter 
because I’m really bad at 
being sneaky, lowkey.”

Of course, this is not 
enough for the lobby, and 
the familiar voting sound 
fills the air as Goldenburg 
is voted out. Her body 
floats across the black 
space void as the team 
ejects her from the ship. 

White letters show that 
Goldenburg was not 
the imposter, sending 
everyone into a panic.

But who accused them? 

Was it Karimee?

Pressing the emergency 
button once again, 
Ecklund accuses Randal 
of being the imposter: 
“He could have moved 
around in the vents, 
sabotaged the map, and 
killed pink!”

Both Karovic and Lehavi 
immediately vote white 
along with the rest of the 
lobby. Horrified, Randal is 

ejected into space as the 
white letters reveal that 
he was not the imposter.

Wait, so it has to be 
Karovic and Lehavi? 

They both just accused 
a crewmate.

There are only six people 
left now though, which 
means that a double kill 
is all the imposters need 
to win. Tensions rise, as 
three of the crewmates 
hit the “Use” button and 
watch the countdown 
go off. But the imposters 
use their sabotage to 
turn on the reactor, so 
all the crewmates have 
to run there, giving the 
imposters more time for 
the cooldown to run off.

Double kill.

Crewmates see a red 
“Defeat”  as the bodies 
of red and orange are lit 
up on screen.

Now you know who the 
imposters were.

 Did you vote correctly?

kinda

senior Gwendolyn Goldenberg

SPACE STATION MURDER -MYSTERY GAME 

GAINS NATIONAL POPULARITY

These illustrations 
were created with  

Procreate  
and  
a tablet 
Alanna Jimenez

GAMES
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Yerba Buena 
High School 
San Jose, California 

Game Night 
What Is Your  
Favorite Game?

GAMES
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PANDEMIC HOBBIES
Stoney Creek  
High School 
Rochester Hills, Michigan 

Pandemic  
Hobbies 

– Cashion’ on Fashion 
– Bingeworthy 
– What’s Cookin’? 

– Ahead of the Game 
– Gogh with the Flow 
– Keeping in Shape 
– Quarantivities 

2021
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Del Campo 
High School 
Fair Oaks, California 

Christmas is 
Calling 
COVID-19 has made 
Christmas this year 
much different. 
Students discuss how 
the virus has chnged 
their holiday plans and 
how they are 
celebrating.

HOLIDAYS

2021 64 65ChristmasNovember, December, January

“We always get a real tree. They 
smell like christmas and you 
can’t get that same effect with a 
fake tree. Its a tradition to always 
go with my dad to get the tree. 
Jared Lazar, 12

“We get a fake tree because 
my mom’s cat used to climb 
up real ones. We always load 
our tree with ornaments and 
lights.” Angel Mack, 9

Students discuss whether their 
family decorates a real or fake 
tree for the holidays.

“We always got real trees up 
until this year. I was upset at 
first but it is actually a really 
pretty tree even though it isn’t 
real.” Bailey King, 12

1. Junior Ariana Valencia takes a photo of 
her beautifully decorated Christmas tree. 
photo credit Ariana Valencia
2. Stockings and lit Christmas trees hang 
over the mantelplace. Photo Credit Avery 
Gatlin
3. Christmas lights illuminate the front 
yard of a house. Photo Credit Avery Gatlin

b   mbs 
away

“I want to make one but it looks 
like it would melt in my hand 
before it even reached the cup.” 
Ivory Folster, 12

“I haven’t tried them before but I 
definitely think it is a cute way to 
customize your hot chocolate.” 
Makayla Russo, 11

Students discuss the 
viral trend of making hot 
chocolate bombs and 
whether they have gotten 
to try them or not.

Christmas
iscalling

design Madelyn Lazar Story Bianca 
Petrisor, Ginger Misamore, Elyse 
Dyke, & evangeline Archibeque 
Illustrations Madelyn Lazar

Students discuss how the virus has changed their 
holiday plans and how they are celebrating.

How is your family doing Christmas 
differently this year?

What have you been doing to get into the 
Christmas spirit?

How have you gone about getting Christmas 
gifts this year since delivery is really slow and 
only some places are open for shopping?

What is a christmas tradition you would 
normally do that you have had to adapt due to 
COVID?

“My family typically has an open house type 
of thing where our extended family is able 
to filter in and out of our house all day on 
Christmas. This year though, we’re just 
staying home and having our immediate 
family there.” Anneli Larson, 11
“I’m just staying home with my brother and 
parents. We don’t have plans for anything 
but opening presents. I don’t think anyone 
else is coming over. It’s not too different from 
what we usually do which is have family over 
to open presents and eat a meal together.” 
Amanda Kohler, 11

“I am staying home and watching Christmas 
movies with my family. We might invite a 
family friend over, but if not, we will probably 
drive as a family somewhere like Reno and 
just stay there for a bit.” Aisha ALhaidari, 11
“I’ve been spending more time with my
 immediate family and creating more 
traditions as a way of getting into the christ-
mas spirit this year.” Megan Forsberg, 11

“Christmas gifts aren’t that important to us. We 
are grateful for whatever we get. So, the slow 
delivery from COVID hasn’t really affected us.” 
Valeriya Kysil, 11

“We always go to Apple Hill and cut down a tree 
and this year we had to wear masks and keep 
our distance.” Ryan Givant, 10

“We shop online now and only go to stores for 
goceries. Things have been harder since most 
things are limited and the shipping takes a 
while.” Craig Yang

“For Christmas, we usually have family stay at 
our house and while we can’t do that anymore, 
we have made up for it by talking to them even 
more than usual. We would always take them to 
cities like San Francisco and Monterey but that 
isn’t possible this year.” 
Nick Spalding, 11

fake or 
real?

1.

2.

3.
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Seguin High School 
Arlington, Texas 

We Dare You to 
Say No to Drugs 
Creatures, characters, 
and creative students.

HOLIDAYS
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Liberty North 
High School 
Liberty, Missouri 

The Night No 
One Danced 
With the coming of 
COVID-19, students 
decide to take 
homecoming activities 
into their own hands.

HOMECOMING
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Florida State 
University 
Schools 
Tallahassee, Florida 

The New Normal 
Students share their  
reasonings behind their  
decision to return to  
school or continue  
distance learning.
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Palm Harbor 
University 
High School 
Palm Harbor, Florida 

Mask Me 
Anything 

MASKS

By Sarah Wrobel & Faith Rupkalvis 18 19Masks

Mask meMask me
This year many 

students have 
had to adjust to the 
COVID-19 restrictions 
implemented in 
school. One of the 
most controversial new 
rules is masks required 
for both students and 
faculty. Masks have 
come to reflect a lot 
about the person who 
is wearing them. People 
wear certain mask 
designs to express their 
style or personality.

       “I wore this 
mask because it’s white, 
so it goes with my 
outfit.” Patricia Boyd 
(‘24) said. 
      People also wear a 
variety masks styles 
whether it be N95, 
surgical mask, or a cloth 
neck mask. 
      “I choose to wear 
a neck length mask 
because it’s easier to 
breathe and feels better.” 

Food wear. Graphic design masks 
are way for students to express 
their personality. “I choose to 
wear this mask since it looked 
goofy because of the hamburger”. 
Thadeous Mckanse (‘23) said. Photo 
by Sarah Wrobel

Cricketing. Masks can be made in a variety 
of ways, such as hand sewing and screen 
printing“My mask was handmade at my 
house, with a cricket,” Alex Lynch (’22) 
said. Photo by Sarah Wrobel

Breathing blue. Neck masks are popular 
among both students and teachers. “I 
got my mask from Amazon. I don’t like 
wearing other masks, they’re kind of 
annoying.” Anastasios Karistinos (‘23) said. 
Photo by Sarah Wrobel

Students answer how effective they think masks are
protective perspective 

mask force
how are you feeling 
about wearing masks?

did you make your 
mask? if so, how?

how many masks do 
you own?

“They are okay.”

“I did not make my mask.”

“I own about 10 masks.”

Noah Brown (‘20)

how are you feeling 
about wearing masks?

did you make your 
mask? if so, how?

how many masks do 
you own?

“Don’t really like masks.”

“My family made the 
masks with supplies from 
Joann’s and a sewing 
machine.”

“I own about around 20 masks.”

how are you feeling 
about wearing masks?

did you make your 
mask? if so, how?

how many masks 
do you own?

“Wearing masks are not fun and it 
kind of restricts my breathing a little, 
but it keeps me safe.”

 “I did not make my mask, my 
grandma did. She sewed the 
patterns/colors I like.”

“I own about 25 masks because 
my grandma makes a lot of the 
for me.”

Reese Johnson (‘24) Ashley Hutfilz (‘23)

Bear-ing it. Masks are an accessory these days, 
so students like to match them with other 
accessories. Peyton Woolley (‘23) matches her 
mask with various pieces of jewelry, like her 
gummy bear necklace with her gummy bear 
mask.“ I choose this mask because I saw it 
online and thought it was really cute,” Woolley 
said. Photo by Jacob Chouinard

18 19MasksBy Sarah Wrobel & Faith Rupkalvis 

”
beachbeach

sunshinesunshine
i love the 
the beach is amzaing and                                
                          yay

Tomas Huy

“
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Timber Creek 
High School 
Ft. Worth, Texas 

Behind the 
Mask 
Students embrace 
the challenge of 
wearing masks by 
expressing their 
individuality and 
doing their part. 

MASKS
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Gulliver Prep 
High School 
Miami, Florida 

Masked 
Crusaders 
Face masks offered 
protection against 
COVID-19. 

MASKS

2021



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

Presque Isle 
High School 
Presque Isle, Maine 

In the Wink 
of an Eye 
So how do we get our 
point across a room with 
most of our faces under 
fabric. The eyes have it. 

MASKS

2021



MASKS

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

Liberty North  
High School 
Liberty, Missouri 

Did You Even 
notice? 
With mask as a hot 
topic, students discuss 
their favorites, whether 
they agreed with them 
and other topics related 
to face coverings. 
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PANDEMIC MAKEOVER
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Stoney Creek 
High School 
Rochester Hills, Michigan 
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Athens Drive  
High School 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

Listen to Our 
Voices and 
Care 

MENTAL HEALTH

In the past, I’ve struggled with severe depres-
sion and dangerous thoughts. My biggest 
struggle is staying positive. I can be extreme-
ly negative towards myself for no reason. On 
top of that, I’ve always prioritized caring for 
others, so I never took care of myself in the 
process. I was in an unhealthy relationship 
where his friends would insult my race and 
make me question whether I was actually 
“black” enough. I eventually broke up with 
him and it was at that moment I had realized 
that I hit rock bottom. My mom ended up 
taking me to a therapist where I realized it’s 
okay to cut out people in my life that were 
causing me harm. 

My family sees the struggles I face every day 
and because of that my parents are more 
aware and have created systems in order to 
keep me safe. One of my biggest triggers is 
social media. It all feels like one beauty con-
test to me and I struggle to not compare my-
self to the people I see online. My parents and 
I have an agreement that if my mental state 
begins to worsen, I will take a social media 
break for a few days so I can focus on myself. 
All of the experiences I have gone through 
when it comes to my health has taught me 
one thing. I need to focus on the people in 
my life that make me feel safe and not let the 
actions of others have a negative impact on 
my well-being.

CARE
VOICESVOICESLISTEN  

      to our

ANONYMOUS, SOPHOMORE

and 

I’ve had depression since 8th grade and over time I’ve 
learned how to handle it, but this year made everything 
harder for me. I was struggling with school and I had 
lost almost all of my motivation. The only time I would 
find the strength to complete assignments was when 
I would see my grades go down. I feel like this year, I 
had more put on my shoulders than before. College, 
being able to pay for college, work, school, caring for 
my siblings, keeping my house clean, making food, and 
staying alive on top of everything would leave me feel-
ing like there was no air left for me to breathe at the end.  

During this time, I would have to remember that I need-
ed to find time for the things that made me happy. When 
I’m with others that I know care about me, I wouldn’t 
feel as alone or tired. My family has also been there for 
me in ways I’m beyond grateful for. I’m able to let my 
feelings out to my sisters which helps immensely. My 
mother got me a psychiatrist as well and encouraged 
me to stay strong and show everyone that I can do it. 
She also encourages me to prove the people who judge 
me wrong. Despite the new trials that this year has given 
me, I can find strength from those who care about me 
and remind me that it’s okay to feel sad sometimes. 

About a year ago, I was diagnosed with depression 
and social anxiety. During my sophomore year, 
I had no one to eat lunch with so I would eat by 
myself. It really hurt to see and feel like everyone 
around me was happy and with their friends while 
I just felt alone. My confidence took a big hit and, 
because of it, I just didn’t want to go to school any-
more. Along with that, when I see negative things 
in the news, I can find it really hard to stay positive 
during those times. When you see the state the 
world is in, it makes it next to impossible to smile. 

Since then I have made changes in my life to help 
myself but I think the biggest help has been my 
boyfriend. For me, the best thing to do with my de-
pression is to try to get my mind off it and he’s been 
really helpful with that. Sometimes it’s the small 
things like him just checking in on me or us going 
to get ice cream that helps. In society, I feel like 
there is a lack of support for those who struggle 
with mental health, which is why I’m appreciative 
of my boyfriend being able to be there for me when 
needed. He reminds me that eventually the dark-
ness will pass and there is light on the other side.

I’ve struggled with anxiety along with the effects of trauma from 
middle school and having poor body image. One of my biggest 
struggles has been feeling comfortable in large groups, and this 
fear hasn’t diminished in the virtual setting. I think one of my low 
points was on New Year’s Eve when all of my friends were cele-
brating through a call. Struggling with social anxiety, the call was 
very intimidating to me but I joined anyway and was determined 
to have a good time. However, I let my anxiety get the better of 
me and I ended up leaving the call hours early. After, I remember 
feeling so drained and just disappointed in myself that I couldn’t 
stay for longer. 

Through all of this, my mother has been my rock. She has always 
been supportive when I started opening up about my struggles 
and she helped me get a therapist. Looking at my experiences, I 
do wish that it was easier for people to get help. For those who 
would benefit from therapy, I think it should be more affordable. 
On top of that, it can be hard to find a therapist that is right for you. 
I just wish there were more resources available for people who 
struggle with their mental health.

ANONYMOUS, JUNIOR

ANONYMOUS, SOPHOMORE

ANONYMOUS, SENIOR

BY PEYTON JOYNER

MENTAL HEALTH
091PHOTOGRAPHED BY: SARAH THOMAS

PHOTOGRAPHED BY: PEYTON JOYNER

PHOTOGRAPHED BY: PEYTON JOYNER

PHOTOGRAPHED BY: PEYTON JOYNER

mental health.indd   All Pagesmental health.indd   All Pages 1/21/21   8:11 AM1/21/21   8:11 AM

2021



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

Davis High School 
Davis, California 

What Matters 
Most 
Mental Health 

MENTAL HEALTH
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Galileo 
High School 
Danville, Virginia 

Mask Your  
Feelings 
The impact of 
COVID-19 on 
Mental Health. 

MENTAL HEALTH

2021



ATHENS DRIVE 
high school

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

MUSIC



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

MUSIC
Fairview 
High School 
Boulder, Colorado 

Becoming  
the Music 
Students discuss their 
favorite albums and 
are placed into the 
album covers of their 
favorite artists.
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MUSIC
Americas 
High School 
El Paso, Texas 

That’s a Wrap 
A look into our Spotify 
wraps. 

2021



ATHENS DRIVE 
high school

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

PETS



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

PETS
Hagerty 
High School 
Oviedo, Florida 

Animal  
Companions 
Typical and unique  
creatures 
make cerished pets  
for students.
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Purrfect  
Pets 
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Americas 
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El Paso, Texas 

Quarantine 
Companions 
Pet owners spend 
time with their dog on 
National Dog Day. 
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BY DESTINY PHILLIPS

APPEARANCE CHANGES
28

In isolation, boredom can cause impulsive 
behavior and decisions. Athens Drive closed 
down March 13th, and for weeks students 

went without schoolwork or knowing what was 
going on. Shops, stores, restaurants and more 
were closed down. Weeks turned into months, 
and North Carolina residents were urged to stay 
home.

Teenagers had an excessive amount of time 
on their hands, with practically everything shut 
down they were trapped at home and looking for 
ways to have their time dwindle away. With this 
extra time, students were bound to find ways to 
improve themselves or change their identity all 
together. Some dyed, cut, or shaved their heads.  
“I got a perm mostly out of boredom, but also 
wanting to do something different with my hair,” 
Junior Alan Diaz-Roblero said. Some threw out 
all of their clothes and bought a whole new ward-
robe online. “Along with new hairstyles, my style 
has changed too,” explained Sophomore Claire 
Hensley. On most school days, Hensley would 
wear black Nike shorts and oversized shirts. 
“Now I’ve been getting clothes that actually fit 
me and different colored shorts. TikTok inspired 
me to get a new wardrobe,” she commented.

On the top of that, others learned how to dec-
orate themselves, enhancing hair and makeup 
techniques. “I had a lot of extra time, so I did 
new hairstyles and new makeup looks as well,” 
Junior Maddie Swann said, “It was really fun to do 
the Euphoria makeup trend. It took 4 hours with 
trying to do the transitions perfectly along with 
the makeup.”

Over these strenuous times, it’s nice to find relief 
in self care and change, and Athens students 
definitely took advantage. “I became a lot more 
comfortable with what I wore, and I stepped out 
of my comfort zone. Before I cared more about 
brand name stuff, or what was popular at the time 
as well as typical ‘southern’ clothes I suppose. 
Now I don’t care as much and I’ve adopted more 
of a street wear style,” said Senior Zane Luglan.

IG POSING: Junior Alan Diaz-Roblero sits on the 
steps, posing for an Instagram picture, showing 
off his new and improved hair. Students exper-
imented with different hair styles off campus 
because the pressure to look a certain was no 
longer present. “I got my hair permed at a salon 
to spruce it up. I don’t regret it at all,” Said Diaz- 
Roblero. PC: ALAN DIAZ-ROBLERO

HAIRY MOMENTS: Because of the 
anonymity that remote learning 
provides, Sophomore Kyle Johnson 
jumps at any opportunity to exper-
iment with his hair. Johnson went 
through many phases when it came 
to his hair during quarantine. “I did 
highlights, I went to a darker brown, 
blonde, blonde with highlights and 
I stopped at that. It’s fun to switch it 
up,” Johnson said.  
PC: KYLE JOHNSON

CARA MORRELL SENIOR
Senior Cara Morrell was once known for her 
gray, long curtain hair. Barely two months 
into quarantine, boredom hit, Morrell 
decided to do what she had always wanted 
to try; a lady mullet- but make it red. “A lot 
of my family said I’m more approachable 
now with it and my friends love it. I feel way 
better about myself and I absolutely love 
not being recognized in public by people 
from school,” Morrell explained. 

AFTER
BEFORE

What was  

your change?

TH 
OUG 
HTS ZANE 

LUGLAN 
SENIOR
A lot of things have 
changed, like growing 
out my hair to my 
shoulders and staying 
active to lose weight.

JAKARIE 
COTTEN 
SENIOR
I got my tattoo during 
quarantine after 
my 18th birthday, it 
represents my grand-
mother.

CLAIRE 
HENSLEY 
SOPHOMORE
Having different hair-
styles to rely on other 
than a low ponytail has 
helped me be more 
happy and confident. 

MARTHA 
DAVIES-CUTTING 
SENIOR
I thought about how 
much fun it would be 
to pierce my ears and 
what a good change 
for me.

NEW LOOKS and

FOR

SELF-CARESELF-CARE
making time

PC: CARA MORRELL

SHOCKING PINK: Natalie Cortes 
shows off her new pink hair in a Hello 
Kitty filtered Instagram shot. “I picked 
pink because I think it matches my bub-
bly personality. Pink is a bright and girly 
color and it makes me a little happier 
looking at it in the mirror when i wake 
up every day,” Cortes said. 
PC: NATALIE CORTES

Athens Drive  
High School 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

Making 
Time for  
Self Care 
and New Looks

SELF CARE

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics
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Athens Drive  
High School 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

Junior Mugs 

Selfie mugs with Google 
Meet bubbles. 

BY EVELYN EARNHARDT

JUNIOR CLASS

134

Syed Abbas
Mario Acosta Carrero

Lisandro Acosta-Carrero
Omar Adam
Sabah Afroz

Assis Aftab
Glenda Aguilar-Marquez

Hajira Ahmed

Mariam Al Ghaib
Jamal Al-Muntaser

Afnan Al-Rbehat
Noor Al-Sabbagh

Batoul Al-Zoubi
Jose Alegre Uriostegui

Phoebe Alexander
Abdullah Alghouleh 

Qismah Ali
Amer Alkhanfar

Mohammad Alkhawaja
Sergio Almonte-Rosario

Dre Alston
Mohammad Altahan

Lyth Alzuraiki
Angie Andrade-Acevedo 

Russell Ange
William Angell

Angela Antunez
David Ardila

Luis Arias Boscan
Roxelis Arias Monagas

Ashly Arita
Ella Armstrong

Sayf Asad
Kalani Ashbaugh

Leen Ata
Zoe Aubinoe

Veronica Ayala-Garcia
Nicholas Bailey

Mais Bakri
Andrey Balabin

Sean Barclay
Josiah Barkhau

Mariela Barrera Izaguirre
Aidan Barrows

Brendi Bartelon Pastor
Abigail Barton
Hannah Beach

Carter Beacham

De’arie Beckford
Yesi Beiza-Navarro
Hezekiah Bellinger

Mason Bennett
Kitana Berkheimer

Mya Bernarduci
Alexandra Bernath

Luke Bertz

Edward Bettini
Keyontae Bey

Turner Bingham
Brady Bittner

John Blanchard
Bracy Boddorf
Loren Boshoff
Toriah Bostian

Peter Bowen
Seth Bowen

Alexandra Bowman
Adrienne Brackett

Margaret Bradley
Riley Brady

Jonathan Brittain
Naila Brittian 

Emily Brockmole
Matthew Broniak
Aidan Brown
Ayana Brown
Kayla Brown
Kyla Brown
William Brown
Jasmine Bruno-Chavez 

Brooke Buczek
Giselle Budhram
Desiree Bullock
Dineya Bullock
Jashaun Bunch
Suzane Busisou
Kemar Butler
Ashley Calixto-Antunez 

Lisbeth Calixto-Benitez
Kacey Campbell
Dempsey Canton
Devonni Carapucci
Evan Carlson
Ian Castaneda-Garcia
Elena Cayetano Castro
Anderson Cefola

Diana Chable-Garcia
Skyler Chang
Azzeddine Cherkaoui
Caleb Cherry
Anna Cheshire
Carter Chiaramonte
Kyle Christensen
Genesis Christmas

Justin Christmas
Emma Chuman
Brando Cisneros-Garcia
Andrew Clark
Katherine Clark
Khan Cline
Gannon Cobb
Emma Cockman

Davion Collins
Zane Colvard
Holden Conner
Dina Constanza-Diaz
Brenna Corregan
Heidy Cortes
Tyler Cruz
Kaela Curtis

Joey Cyrus
Steven D’Apuzzo
Ian Dale
Liliana Davanzante
Madelyn Davies
Katherine Davis
Ana Clara De Oliveira
Abby Deakin

Ellis Dean
Katherine Dean
Jose Del Cid Guzman
Simon DeLeon
Dhruvam Desai
Ryan Destefano
Logan Devine
Nour Diab

Graham Dianaty
Alan Diaz-Roblero
Elizabeth Dickerson
Frederick Dickey
Bolly Diene
Savannah Dixon
Lobsang Dolma
Jayden Drinks
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University of Texas 
Austin, Texas 

The School Year 
That Zoomed By 
Students discuss life on 
campus while having 
online classes. 

2021

Due to the unforeseen circumstances and 
consequent uncertainties of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the world as students knew it had 
changed— radically. With a disrupted and 

abruptly all-virtual 2020 spring semester, UT students got 
a taste of what their 2020-2021 school year would entail. 
As the fall 2020 semester began, more preparations and 
accessibility efforts were implemented by the university 
admin and faculty for a smoother, mostly-virtual college 
experience. The “new norm” on and off campus meant 
different things for different students.
“One of the ways I have really seen the effects of this 

‘new norm’ has been in my student organization,” said 
senior MIS student Matt Funk. “I am an officer in my org, 
and we now hold all of our meetings virtually because 
McCombs-affiliated student organizations cannot have 
any formal in-person interactions. This has severely hurt 
our engagement during meetings, and we have had 
to be creative about how we can fix this problem. One 
thing we’ve done that keeps our meetings interactive 
was incorporating remote group games such as a Zoom 
scavenger hunt, Scattergories, Jeopardy, and a Roast 
session. It’s definitely different than what we’ve ever done 
before, but people are still having fun and making the most 
of the situation.”
Freshman Angel Barker described her way of getting 

involved on campus in this pandemic, “I got involved by 
joining a lot of zoom calls that I was on an email list for. 
I made a lot of good friends that way, including people 
in my classes. I realized that just because things are on 
zoom, doesn’t mean they aren’t fun.” We have to follow 
guidelines set in place and one way for a large group to 
meet is online. This is the case for many students this year 
with many choosing to stay home and the population on 
campus becoming low compared to past years. We have 
found new ways to connect with one another and be 
creative with how to get by in college.
In 2020, UT classes were classified as one of three 

categories: internet, face-to-face, or hybrid. Many students 
had a completely virtual fall semester, which was the 
new typical norm for the school year. However, some 
students— particularly those enrolled in a lab course— 
still had in-person classes, and their experience is a little 
different.
“The change in how we handle classes, allowing more 

individual freedom to one’s schedule, has made me realize 
how important a routine is,” said sophomore English major 
Sophia Gutierrez, “I personally wouldn’t be able to find the 
motivation to go to my one in-person class if I didn’t force 
myself to study on campus beforehand. I study there all 
day and it allows me to reach some sort of normalcy, while 
also giving me a designated area where I know I must get 
all my work done.”
Some students had the opportunity to go on campus for 

hybrid classes. These classes were extremely different 
from what university expected from a typical in person 
class.

“My in person class was different because of the safety 
precautions. Masks were worn at all times, and we had a 
sheet to sign in and out of all classrooms. The size of the 
class was limited ao half of the class met one day and the 
other half on the other day scheduled,” said junior Alyssa 
Cotton.
Across campus, there is a big decline in the amount of 

people having in-person classes due to covid and people 
wanting to be safe. The speedway not being as crowded 
everyday, and the lines for dinner being stunted compared 
to years before. The spring semester will be looking very 
similar to the fall and hopefully come fall 2021, UT can 
begin to feel a little more normal.
First days are already nerve racking on normal occasions, 

paired with a pandemic and new anxieties emerge. When 
one thinks about college, the thought of going into a class 
with a mask on and having to socially distance from peers 
isn’t the first thing that comes to mind. That is exactly what 
had to happen with this year’s pandemic going on, as well 
as many students not even making an appearance on 
campus. 
“Going into this year, I thought I would not get the college 

experience I had waited my whole life for. I was sure that I 
would spend everyday in my dorm room doing homework 
and never getting to form a community outside of my 
hometown.”, explains freshman Theatre Education major 
Angel Barker. “After my first day, I realized that would 
not be the case. My roommate, suitemates and I already 
formed a great connection together and had met people 
safely that day. I felt a lot more comfortable and hopeful 
that I would be able to form a supportive community.” 
This year looked quite different from what students were 

hoping for. Having to stay home or some students even 
choosing to take a semester off. Students decided what is 
best for them during their first pandemic experience. 
“My thoughts going onto this year were to be prepared 

for the worst with the covid situation while trying to make 
the most out of online classes”, says third-year Alyssa 
Cotton. “My feelings on the first day were nervous but 
excited. It’s always fun to start up new courses, but having 
to figure out zoom and how to be focused with online 
classes can be stressful. I was pleasantly surprised with 
the extra efforts professors put in to adapt to the situation.” 
Everyone is going through hard times this semester and 
we all need to have understanding to help one another.
Students are already looking towards the future, rather 

than settling for this new normal. For the time being, 
students are learning how to work in this unprecedented 
situation. Attending zoom calls, encouraging friends, and 
creating a world wide longhorn network. Though it may be 
atypical, this is the new normal.

D
STUDENTS DISCUSS LIFE ON CAMPUS WHILE HAVING ONLINE CLASSES

025

STORY BY   Kimberly   Webb 
&   Katelyn Lopez

Students practice social distancing 
on the lawn. Photo by Jack Myer.
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LASA High School 
Austin, Texas 

Social Live 
At a distance. 
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Blue Valley Northwest 
High School 
Overland Park, Kansas 

What’s the Right  
to Play? 
Parents and students from 
across the district take part 
in rallies to advocate for 
the start of sports and 
activities.

2021
012 LET THEM PLAY BL

AN
K

FIL
L I

N T
HE The comment section on the BVNWnews 

rally post was filled with “heated discussions 

between people with differing positions on the 

start of sports and activities.”

MEREDITH GOLDSTEIN 11

AUG. 3 AUG. 10 AUG. 18 SEPT. 21AUG. 21 AUG. 27TO PLAY 
OR NOT TO PLAY
A TIMELINE OF MEETINGS, EVENTS AND 
PROTESTS OUTLINING THE DECISIONS 
LEADING UP TO THE START OF SCHOOL 

T

AT WHAT COST? 

PARENTS AND STUDENTS FROM 
ACROSS THE DISTRICT TAKE PART 
IN RALLIES TO ADVOCATE FOR THE 
START OF SPORTS AND ACTIVITIES 

WHAT’S  THE
bottom SENIOR VARSITY FOOTBALL player 
Blane Deppe expresses his desire for sports 
to return by protesting. “I’ve been wanting 
to make sure, in any way possible, I can 
play my senior year,” Deppe said. “It means 
a lot to be able to play.” 
PHOTO • EMERSON WHITE

below SENIOR AND CHEERLEADER Jenna 

Soltwedel pauses protesting to be 
interviewed by a local TV station. “It was 
kind of nerve-racking to figure out what 
to say and what they were going to ask,” 
Soltwedel said. PHOTO • EMERSON WHITE
middle STANDING UP FOR what he believes 
in, Todd Windholz, senior Cory Windholz’s 
father, holds a sign before a school board 
meeting at BVNW. “The decision for going 
to school and being in sports should be 
up to the parents and students,” Windholz 
said. PHOTO •  RACHEL SARFF

SENIOR SOCCER PLAYERS Ethan 
Hunt and Andrew Allen walk 

alongside the streets with signs 

to protest during the “Let Them 

Play” rally Aug. 27. “We wanted 

it to be our choice to play our 

senior varsity season,” Hunt said. 

PHOTO • EMERSON WHITE

HEATED COMMENTS SECTION 
REVEALS STUDENTS’ OPINIONS 
ON IMPORTANCE OF SPORTS 
AND ACTIVITIES ON POST FROM 
BVNWNEWS

RIGHT PLAY?
he hot August sun beat 
down on the pavement 
as clusters of students, 
parents and teachers 

stood outside District Office. 
Student athletes and parents 
from BVNW gathered at this 
rally to voice their opinions 
on permitting athletic and 
academic activities. 
   Jeanna Repass, BVNW 
mom and president of the 
Parent Booster Club, said she 
attended this rally for her 
child and all other students. 
She said the need for kids to 
be back in school learning 
and participating was very 
important. 
   “We believe that our 
teachers do such an 
important job,” Repass said. 
“We respect their need to be 
protected in the classroom, 
but we think that our kids 
learn better when they are 
out and about doing sports 
and activities. We don’t want 
to deny the kids all of the 
fullness of an education.”
   Board of Education 
President Tom Mitchell said 
he attended the rally to listen 
to everyone who wanted to 
share their opinions. 
   “I am not here speaking 
on behalf of the board 
or what other members 
think,” Mitchell said. “I’m 
here because I know folks 
are passionate about the 
topic today. I know folks 
want their kids in school 
and want their kids to play 
athletics. I wanted to come 
by for a few minutes and 

make sure a board member                     
was listening.”
   Student athletes also 
participated in this rally 
to ensure they had the 
opportunity to play sports 
during the school year. 
Senior and cheerleader 
Sophia Schroer said she 
voiced her opinion so she 
could participate in sports 
and activities in her final year 
of high school. 
   “With school in general, 
you’re not going to get as 
good an education online 
as you would in school,” 
Schroer said. “They gave us 
an option. If you don’t want 
to be exposed and take the 
risks, go online. We’re willing 
to take the risk, so let us play.”
   Although athletic events 
were able to begin, multiple 
activities were canceled. 
Junior Ryan Toon, a member 
of the marching band, said 
he was discouraged to hear 
his fall activity was canceled 
while sports continued. 
   “I think a lot of people took 
sports as the primary and 
school as secondary,” Toon 
said. “It pretty much sounded 
to me that the district had 
created a separate rubric   
for sports.” 
   Toon said not being able 
to participate in his regular 
fall activity was definitely 
disheartening. The rallies 
and protests for sports 
and activities resulted in 
athletics continuing, while 
many activities were merely 
postponed or canceled.  

   While the Blue Valley School 
District held a meeting Aug. 18 to 
discuss the approval of in-person 
activities, athletics and school, 
community members gathered 
outside District Office to advocate 
for the approval of sports. Pictures 
of this protest appeared on the 
BVNWnews instagram feed, setting 
off a chain of comments which 
were eventually disabled due 
to inappropriate language and    
racial slurs. 
   Senior Ethan Hunt said his 
desire to play sports at all costs 
motivated him to comment on the 
post. Hunt, a varsity soccer player, 
said he voiced his opinion on 
behalf of all athletes in the district. 
   “Our goal was to play at all 
costs,” Hunt said. “Whether that be 
[with] masks on the bench and 
[at] practice, socially distanced 
sidelines, limited stadium capacity, 
we just wanted to play.”
   Junior Ryan Toon scrolled 
through his Instagram feed, 
coming across the BVNWnews post. 
He said he viewed the pictures 
and caption, immediately looking 
through the growing comment 
section and decided to comment 
his opinion.
   “My first reaction was it was a 
little silly,” Toon said. “How people 
were saying, ‘We’ll be safe,’ and 
then they weren’t even wearing 
masks properly. I think there was a 
lot of ignorance going on in regard 
to what had really happened.”

SEPT. 4

STORY ·  E MI LY  F OSTE R     DESIGN ·  P RA GATHI  VE N KATE SH

All information can be found on 
bluevalleyk12.org or BVNWnews.com

Blue Valley announced 
changes to the school 
year including staggered 
arrivals and dismissals, daily 
temperature checks, assigned 
seats in classrooms and the 
cancelation of assemblies and 
social events. 

Blue Valley School District 
board members met to discuss 
options for the gating criteria 
to begin school. At this meeting, 
board members voted to 
accept the learning mode 
recommendations from the 
Johnson County Department of 
Health and Environment.

BVSD held a board meeting 
at BVNW and discussed 
the decisions regarding in-
person school and athletic 
activities. During the meeting, 
students, parents and 
teachers gathered outside 
the building to advocate for 
the continuation of these 
activities.  

BVSD announced 
that school would 
begin Sept. 9 with 
remote learning. 
Additionally, the 
district suspended 
all in-person 
activities and 
athletics for the 
next two weeks. 

Blue Valley students, 
parents, teachers and 
members organized a 
rally outside of District 
Office to demand the 
district allow athletics 
to resume.  

Officials in BVSD 
announced the 
resumption of 
athletics and 
activities for 
high schools 
beginning Sept. 5. 

Blue Valley 
superintendent 
Tonya Merrigan 
announced high 
schools would move 
into the hybrid model 
beginning Oct. 5. 

SPORTS
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Hinsdale Central 
High School 
Hinsdale, Illinois 

Connecting 
During Contact  
Days 
Athletes discuss the  
restrictions and benefits  
of the COVID-19 
contact days.
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Del Campo 
High School 
Fair Oaks, California 

Legends 
Nerver Die 
These icons passed 
away, but they all left a 
lasting legacy for those 
that looed up to them. 
They will continue to 
make an impact of 
people for years to 
come.

STARS

2021 57Legends Never DieSeptember, October, November56

legendslegends
neverThese icons passed away in 2020, but they will continue to make an 

impact in years to come.

Design Madelyn Lazar 
Illustration Madelyn Lazar

August 28, 2020

September 18, 2020

October 31, 2020

November 8, 2020

Actor Chadwick Boseman passed away from his battle 
with Colon Cancer. 

James Bond Actor, Sean Connery, passed away in his sleep at his 
home in the Bahamas.

Jeopardy game show host, Alex Trebek, passed away from 
pancreatic cancer at the age of 80. 

Supreme court justice, Ruth Baeder Ginsburg, passed 
away from pancreatic cancer. 

“To many he was not just a superhero on screen but a 
hero in real life as well. It really seems that even death 
can’t stop him from having an impact on his 
community. He didn’t let his fight with cancer hinder 
his success in life. Even now, he continues to be in an 
influence to those that looked up to him.” 
Aurora Wilson-Dominique, 12

“I watched the James Bond movies when I was younger with my 
dad. It’s sad to think that he died. He was a childhood memory 
for me.” Isabella Runyan, 

“I think he a had a positive impact on the world. 
I remember him spreading awareness about the 
disease he was diagnosed with. He made an 
impact by making more people aware of his 
disease. I imagine his viewers were sad to see 
him go.”  Jaden Ferrante, 11

“Ruth Baeder Ginsburg showed girls all over that we can 
be more than what society has always told us to be. She 
was empowering and a feminist icon.” 
Abby Thomason, 11

Chadwick Boseman Justice Ruth Baeder Ginsburg

Sean Connery

alex trebek

diedie
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Southern 
Alamance 
High School 
Graham, North Carolina 

Wacky Weather 
There were many rare 
weather occurrences all 
over the United States as 
well as an unprecedented 
hurricane season that 
took its toll on the East 
Coast especially North 
Carolina. 
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We’ve Got You Covered

Fairview 
High School 
Boulder, Colorado 

Big Money  
Moves 
Students descrbe 
their different jobs and  
the experiences they 
had. 
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WORK
Americas 
High School 
El Paso, Texas 

Clocked In 
From student to 
essential worker. 

2021
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WORK
Lewis and Clark 
High School 
Spokane, Washington 

Entrepreneurs 
in a New Era 

2021
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Blue Valley Northwest 
High School 
Overland Park, Kansas 

Summer Was  
“Unique” 
Describe the summer in  
one word.

2021

“UNIQUE”

008 SUMMER

“UNIQUE”
SUMMER WAS STORIES: 

A QUARANTEEN 
SUMMER  010
WHAT’S THE RIGHT 
PLAY?  020

I WANTED TO 
COME BY FOR A 
FEW MINUTES 
AND MAKE SURE A 
BOARD MEMBER 
WAS LISTENING.
ANDREW MITCHELL  JUNIOR

“
DESCRIBE THE 
SUMMER IN 
ONE WORD

IT WAS DIFFERENT 
WITH QUARANTINE. 
SO, TOWARD THE END I 
DIDN’T REALLY GET TO 
HANG OUT WITH FRIENDS 
NEAR AS MUCH, AND I 
DIDN’T EVEN GET TO PLAY 
BASEBALL BECAUSE OF 
AN INJURY.

“
COLI N  CAH I LL   JUNIOR

UNUS UAL
So many of the things that I 
traditionally do during the summer, 
like go on a lake trip with my family, 
didn’t happen this summer. I’m a 
lifeguard, and so my lifeguarding 
season looked really different this 
year also. With all the restrictions on 
everything with social distancing 
and all that sort of stuff a lot of the 
stuff I typically enjoy doing during 
the summer was just unusual 
this year. 
EMILY MO S ER  SENIOR

“

RELAXI NG
I got to hang out with a 
lot of friends and we were 
still in quarantine, but it 
was still fun because I got 
to see people and do fun 
activities.
AMARAH Q UERS HI  FRESHMAN

“

C HALLENG I NG
MAYA W ELDE  JUNIOR

It was hard to maintain a 
balance between being 
safe and still living my life to 
the fullest.“

 PHOTO ILLUSTRATIONS ·  RI CHA  LA DDHA  & MARY BREAU   DESIGN  ·  ALLISON DRAGOO CONTENT  ·  EMILY VOSSEN 
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Blue Valley Northwest 
High School 
Overland Park, Kansas 

Fill Us In 
Get caught up on the 
events and trends that had 
students’ attention from 
March to September.

2021
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014 SUMMER FILL-IN

FILL
US
IN.
GET CAUGHT UP ON 
THE EVENTS AND 
TRENDS THAT HAD 
STUDENTS’ ATTENTION 
FROM MARCH TO 
SEPTEMBER

Many TV shows on 
Netflix gained popularity 
over the summer. A 
variety of students 
binge-watched these 
popular shows over 
the prolonged summer 
break.

OUTER BANKS
THE OUTER BANKS, PARADISE 
ON EARTH. IT’S THE SORT OF 
PLACE WHERE YOU EITHER HAVE 
TWO JOBS OR TWO HOUSES. 
TWO TRIBES, ONE ISLAND.
JOHN B.

TIGER KING
I  WENT TO WORK EVERY 
DAY PREPARED TO 
DIE  IN A TIGER CAGE. 
DYING DOESN’T SCARE 
ME.  AT ALL.
JOE EXOTIC

ALL AMERICAN
I TOOK A RISK AND BET 
ON YOU. YOU WILLING 
TO TAKE A RISK AND BET 
ON ME?
SP E N CE R JA ME S

THE
 

BINGE

As a result of high numbers of 
COVID-19 cases in Kansas, the Blue 
Valley School District decided to 
postpone the start of school to 
Sept. 9 rather than the expected 
date of return, Aug. 12. Blue Valley 
decided to send middle and high 
school students back to school 
virtually and elementary students 
back in a hybrid setting. Freshman 
Drew Gracik said he was 
disappointed with Blue Valley’s 
decision to make school solely 
online. “I was sad when I figured 
it out,” Gracik said. “It was going 
to be different, and I wanted to 
experience normal high school.”

SCHOOL POSTPONED

TIK TOK BANS
Instagram challenges such as 
the “push-up challenge,” and 
“toilet paper challenge” were 
popular among students. For the 
“Until Tomorrow” trend, students 
shared embarrassing pictures 
of themselves that they would 
not normally feel comfortable 
posting for 24 hours.

brynn.stasiulis

“When a social media trend comes 
around, I feel like everyone is pressured 
socially to participate. It was a pretty 
fun trend. You’re seeing these pictures 
that no one would dare post because 
they don’t want to ruin their feed.”

“I posted a picture from when I was like 
three years old, and I was nominated 
by my friend to post it. I kept it up on 
my page until the next day. I liked 
seeing other pictures of people when 
they were little and seeing if they 
looked the same.”

“I liked going through my old pictures 
when I was younger, and I thought I 
was pretty cute as a kid.” 

alexa.smith

senior

junior

caroline.white
sophomore
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JACKSON MARRS 11

The best part of September was 
that “I got to see my friends on 

Zoom, and the football team got a 

huge win against Blue Valley which 

marked the start of a great season.”

THR
IFT

ING Thrifting was a common 
trend that contributed to 
helping the environment 
in many ways. It is known 
as shopping at a thrift 
store, garage sale or flea 
market where people 
find gently used items 
at a discounted price. 
Juniors J. Hadleigh Fallon 

and Braden Bartalos 

expressed their interest 
in the sustainable way to 
shop.

[I]  STARTED TO UNDERSTAND 
THE BENEFITS IT HAS TO THE 
ENVIRONMENT. REUSING CLOTHES 
CAN HELP REDUCE WASTE OF OTHER 
CLOTHES AND THRIFTING BENEFITS 
FAMILIES WITH LOWER INCOME. 
I’VE GOTTEN INTO IT A LOT MORE, 
AND I DEFINITELY SEE MYSELF 
CONTINUING WITH THIS.
BRADEN BARTALOS  11

I WANTED TO CHANGE MY 
STYLE AND THE WAY THAT I 
DRESSED. I SAW A LOT OF NEW 
OUTFITS OVER QUARANTINE 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA, AND I 
WAS REALLY INTERESTED IN 
IT BECAUSE OF HOW MUCH 
CHEAPER IT WAS.
J. HADLEIGH FALLON 11 

“ “
NEW ATHLETIC

John Hilton was hired as 
the new athletic director 
following the unexpected 
death of Kevin Gerke 
in the spring. Hilton was 
the athletic director at 
Lawrence High School 
and Bonner Spring High 
School prior to BVNW. 
Hilton said in an interview 
with BVNWnews that he 
looked to form lasting 
relationships throughout 
the athletic department 
while strengthening 
programs at BVNW.

Students picked up their yearbooks 
July 28 in a drive-by format. BVNW staff 
and members of the yearbook staff 
volunteered to hand out the yearbooks 
safely by wearing masks and gloves.

DURING THE DRIVE-THROUGH yearbook 
distribution July 28, senior Richa Laddha, along 
with other yearbook staff members, hand 
out yearbooks to students through their car 
windows. “It was definitely crazy during that 
time but it still felt good to see people and the 
expression on their faces when they got the 
book,” Laddha said. PHOTO • JESSICA WITT
top PUSHING A CART of boxes full of yearbooks 
to the distribution tables, seniors Celia Harris 
and Katelyn Foster participate in the yearbook 
distribution drive through July 28. “I was walking 
on air, on cloud 9,” Foster said. “I had been 
waiting to distribute this yearbook for so long, 
and finally getting that moment to show our 
work to the school was so gratifying.” PHOTO • 
RICHA LADDHAYEA
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During late summer, the 
popular app TikTok was 
rumored to be banned on 
multiple occasions. TikTok’s 
ownership by a Chinese firm 
represented an “immediate 
danger” to national security 
according to U.S. government 
officials because the app’s 
parent company, ByteDance, 
was based in Beijing, China. 
The commerce department 
announced early September 
that the ability to download 
the app would be banned 
Sept. 20 and further 
restrictions would go into 
effect Nov. 12. However, the 
deadline was delayed due to 
President Trump’s deal which 
remained under discussion 
with the Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the 
United States.  This deal 
addressed Trump’s security 
concerns with the app by 
handing off some of the 
app’s ownership to American 
companies.  Sophomore 
Stella Woodall was involved 
in Musical.ly before it was 
bought by ByteDance in 2017 
and converted into TikTok. 
She has had TikTok since 
it first came out in 2016.  “I 
was pretty upset because 
Tik Tok is my main source of 
entertainment,” Woodall said. 
“When I heard it was going 
away, I didn’t know what I was 
gonna do for hours of time 
during my day. I was pretty 
upset because that’s all I 
watch.”

DIRECTOR

“

“

“

STORY· CORY WINDHOLZ &  ELLA 
BUFFINGTON    DESIGN  ·  ELLA HUTNICK    
GRAPHICS  ·  ELLISON GRACIK & 
PRAGATHI VENKATESH

BIRTHDAY PARADES
Students participated in birthday 
car parades as a safe, alternative 
way to celebrate birthdays during 
quarantine. Students individually 
drove by while honking, yelling 
and holding decorative signs 
out car windows, passing by the 
house of the person who was 
being celebrated. 

S I N C E  I  WA S N ’ T  A B L E  TO  S E E  M Y 
F R I E N D S  I N  P E R S O N  F O R  A  W H I L E ,  T H E S E 
B I R T H D AY  D R I V E - BY ’ S  A L L O W E D  U S  TO 
B E  TO G E T H E R  A N D  C E L E B R AT E ,  W H I C H 
M A D E  I T  S P E C I A L ,  B U T  I N  M Y  O P I N I O N , 
I  T H I N K  B I R T H D AY  C E L E B R AT I O N S  I N 
P E R S O N  A R E  M U C H  B E T T E R .
ISAIAH WALKER SENIOR

In the beginning of the summer 
when COVID-19 cases were 
increasing in the United States, 
many grocery store shelves 
were empty of toilet paper 
and cleaning supplies. Many 
Americans went to their local 
stores to buy large quantities of 
toilet paper in a panic before 
stay-at-home orders began to 
be placed upon various states. 
According to the College of 
Natural Resources News, nearly 
half of all grocery stores in the 
country were out of toilet paper 
by April 19.

TOILET PAPER 
SHORTAGE
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Liberty North  
High School 
Liberty, Missouri 

Salvaged 
Sabbatical 
Students discuss how their 
summer plans chaged due 
to travel restrictions brought 
about by COVID-19’s 
spread and how they 
rescued their vacations as 
best they could. 
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Notre Dame 
de Sion 
High School 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Endless Summer 
Looking at an extended 
vacation amid the first 
stages of COVID-19.

SUMMER 2020
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Quarter One

TIP#1

HOW WE DO:
LIFE AT SION 

Maddie Adkins, 9

Nobody will 
remember that 
embarrassing 
thing that 
happened to you 
in a day.

TIP#1
Ellie Riggs, 9

TIP#1
Mo Browne, 10

Be who you want 
to be and do 
what you want 
to do

TIP#1
Kate Lovick, 11

Find 
contentment 
in everything 
you do

TIP#1
Gabby Gaither, 12

Get as many 
experiences as 
you can and find 
out what makes 
you happy. 

Looking at an extended vacation 

amid the first stages of COVID-19

DESIGN I LINDSEY DOUGHERTY STORY I ANNA SHEEDY

A yellow glow illuminated the face of 
alumni Caroline Boessen as she walked 
across the stage to receive her flower 

crown. 4 years had gone by as quickly as 
a blink of an eye, but Boessen was excited 
to start her new chapter in life. “Having 
graduation at the end of the summer was 
different because we had been out of school 
for several months and I think a lot of us were 
already in the college mindset,” Boessen said. 
“It was nice to carry on the tradition we had all 
been looking forward to since freshman year.”

Due to COVID-19, finding time to hang 
out with friends was much more difficult this 
summer than before. Whether it was going to 
the pool, park, or taking a lake trip, girls found 
ways to hang out with their friends. Many 
girls, such as junior Sophia Mcclure, decided 
to do photo shoots. “We all hadn’t seen each 
other for super long and we all wanted to get 
together before school started. Someone 
suggested a photo shoot and we all thought 

that was a great idea,” Mcclure said. 
How often students could hang out varied 

immensely. Some parents were fine with their 
children hanging out with friends, but some 
parents were very strict and wanted their 
children to quarantine for the whole summer, 
like freshman Sophie Saxton, who’s mom is a 
nurse. “I think a lot of us being on strict lock 
down came from my mom’s job,”Saxton 
said. “Since my mom is a nurse, we were 
educated about COVID-19 early on about the 
importance of masks and social distancing.”

On August 17th, school broke up the 6 
month summer. By the end of the summer, 
students were extremely excited to finally get 
back to “normal” life. Sophomore Kori Franklin 
was excited to finally see her friends again. 
“Coming back to school this year I was most 
excited for social interactions that couldn’t 
happen over zoom,” Franklin said. “I was so 
excited to come to school after 9 months and 
see my friends in person.”

wOrking for success
To get conditioned for the 
season, junior Mckenzie 

Warren and her teammates 
jump from line to line. This 
summer, the volleyball team 
conditioned twice a week, 
for 3 months, doing a variety 
of sprints, lunges, burpees, 
and mountain climbers. “The 
workouts helped me get in 
shape for the season,” Warren 
said. PHOTO I OLIVIA SHIVELY

,,
mikayla 

gunther, 12

I was excited 
to start 

school back 
since we had 

not been in 
so long.

down for dupes
As a fun activity during the 
summer, junior Bridgette 

Conner went thrifting with her 
friends July 6. Conner and her 
friends went to Turn Styles 
Thrift downtown to find cute 
clothing dupes. “Over the 
summer me and my friends 
favorite thing to do was go 
thrifting because it was a 
great chance to spend time 
together while also finding 
great clothes,” Conner said. 
PHOTO I LAUREN ELLWANGER

Downtown delight
After walking out of the flower shop in the 
downtown river market, senior Shannon Karlin sits 
with senior Mason Lewis to sit down for lunch July 
4. Karlin and her friends went downtown to get 
outside and spend quality time with friends. “I 
loved going to the market growing up so it was fun 
to go back with my friends,” Karlin said.
PHOTO I SOPHIA ALLEN

Using summer as a time to create 

deeper bonds with animals

  To catch up with her newly adopted horse, junior Sabrina 
Ross brushes Madre as she prepares to take her outside for 
a walk at Seven Oaks Ranch Aug 18. Ross adopted Madre 
in March to continue her competitive horse riding training 
with a more developed horse as she has progressed into a 
more advanced competitor. 

“I think the best thing about having a horse is from a 
young age I learned how to be responsible and take care of 
other things rather than myself,” Ross said. 

Ross has been competitively riding since she was eight 
years old and has been training with her coach Audrey 
Wilson along the way. Ross’ most accomplished competition 
was at the American Royal where she won overall grand 
champion. “I love being around horses no matter what I am 
doing. They are such amazing animals and I cherish them 
with my whole heart,” Ross said.
PHOTOS I ABBY THORNHILL

ENDLESS

horsin’ around
with sabrina
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El Dorado High School 
El Paso, Texas 

Walking 
Pandemic 

Nor the Way I 
Imagined It 
2020 graduate Melody 
Medina expresses the roller 
coaster of emotions she goe 
through.

2021
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“
Garbriel Reyes

note to
What advice would you give to your younger self? 

I would tell him even 
though I’m maturing 

and slowly becoming an 
adult, to always remain 
a kid at heart, to not let 
life become so boring 

and dull.”

“

“I would tell myself 
if you want to be 

in the medical 
field, actually 

study because a 
girl is struggling in 
college anatomy 
right now. And to 
live your life, no 

regrets.

“Make memories 
because those are 
the things that will 

stay with you forever 
and try to look at 
the good side of 
everything even 

though moments get 
hard put on a smile 
and try to make the 

best of it.”

Nayeli Mendoza Kathia Mendivil

Senior Melody Medina looks around 
and sees the familiar bright lights and 
football field of the SAC. Except this 
time, the bright lights seem dimmer. 
She is not surrounded by her family 
and friends on one of the most 
awaited days of her life, graduation. As 
she stands there patiently waiting for 
her name to be announced this was 
not how senior Melody Medina ever 
imagined her graduation would go 
down.  

For the class of 2020, disappointment 
and change had become their new 
norm. Still, they had never let go of 
that perfect graduation they had 
envisioned as freshmen. Unfortunately, 
the ongoing pandemic made this 
impossible. Social distancing would be 
taking place leading the graduation to 
be cut in half, meaning students would 
not graduate as a whole class. 

“I had envisioned a traditional 
graduation ceremony that everyone 
before us had experience”, said 
Medina.” I was really excited to 
experience that but unfortunately 
things happen the way they did”.  

Several protocols such as standing 
outside the SAC would be placed to 
ensure the safety of both students and 
parents. This year graduation would 
not look like any other.  

“We had to wear masks that was 
a major thing,” said Medina. “Our 
temperature was checked before 
entering the field and we were asked 
to answer some question such as if we 

2020 Graduate Melody 
Medina expresses 
the roller coaster of 
emotions she goes 
through.

Planning a regular graduation is difficult 
enough, imagine the pressure of creating 
one in the middle of a pandemic? Well, that 
was the task our principal Mrs. Betancourt 
was confronted with. Regulations from 
county health officials would prevent the 
class 2020 from having a normal graduation. 
This required Mrs. Betancourt to execute 
this graduation like no other. 

“I felt, you know, just like the seniors that 
they were robbed of like their last moments 
of the memories that they had in high 
school,” said Mrs. Betancourt. “I was really 
trying to make this ceremony, although it 
was different, special for them to honor 
their accomplishments.”  

For Mrs. Betancourt, it was the little things 
that were missing from the graduation. 
Along with Mrs. Betancourt, students missed 
traditions like throwing their cap up at the 
end of ceremony, reciting live speeches and 
celebrating with their friends and families.  

“I don’t know what else I could have 
done to make them feel more special, 
you miss those exchanges of being able 
to hug someone,” said Mrs. Betancourt. 
“But it’s those little things that we were so 
accustomed from the traditional ceremonies 
that I think that was the extra nugget that 
was missing to take it over the top.” 

For the few student that had enlisted in the 
military, a special and intimate graduation 
was held for them on June 4.  Students 
were able to bring three people to their 
graduation and have their military recruiters 
were a part of the audience. As one by 
one walked through the boardroom, you 

The struggle Mrs. 
Betancourt goes through 
coordinating 2020 
graduation.

Turn of Events

Not The Way I 
Imagined It

Closing the final chapter. Graduate 
Alfredo Gomez walks across stage 
on Jul. 16 to receive his high school 
diploma. El Dorado’s graduation was 
held outdoors for the first time ever 
as a result of the pandemic. “I was 
happy and kind of like relieved since 
I was done with high school but 
bummed out of course it wasn’t way 
we we’re supposed to graduate,” 
said Gomez. Photo by NAME NAME. 
Reaching the Finish line. El 
Dorado High Schools graduation 
was held on Jul. 16 at the Student 
Activities Complex. Lia Rodriguez 
graduated top 10 of her class as 
well as receiving the Tenochtitlan 
award which are only given out to 
a few, the Tenochtitlan is a symbol 
of gratitude and honor and must be 
nominated to receive one. “I was 
very excited because after all the 
setbacks that Covid brought, it felt 
like the line to graduation was always 
so close yet so far. But after finally 
crossing the stage at that moment, 
it was such a relief to finally get to 
say I graduated,” said Lia Rodriguez.  
Photo by NAME NAME.
Done at last. Walking up the stairs 
Graduate Fernanda Aguilar goes as 
just moments ago she just received 
her high school diploma on Jul. 16 
at the Student Actives Complex. 
Because of Covid restrictions only 
Aguilars little cousin and her parent 
were allowed to attend. “Having to 
pass Covid on our graduation day 
was pretty hard because it wasn’t 
going to be the same, but having 
a ceremony was still fun and, not 
everyone gets to pass graduation on 
a pandemic.” Photo by NAME NAME.
Reaching the finish line. Waving 
to the camera Graduate Melody 
Medina flips her tassel from the 
right to the left side of her cap. On 
Jul. 16 class of 2020 graduate at the 
Student Actives Complex due to 
the pandemic. Medina graduated 
with seven cords, three pins and 
a medal from various clubs.  “One 
thing I wished was being able to 
see my friends graduate and sitting 
with them but it was still an amazing 
experience,” said Medina. Photo by 
NAME NAME.

pandemic
walkingwalking



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

Liberty High School 
Liberty, Missouri 

The Great Escape 
A turbulent ending to the 
school year reflected an 
even more unpredictable 
summer with protests, 
vacations, and birthday 
celebrations.

SUMMER 2020

2021



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

St. Michael 
Albertville 
High School 
St. Michaels, Minnesota 

A Night Under the Stars 
How drive-ins became 
the summer’s next  
best thing.

C
ovid shuts down movie theaters leaving St.

Michael movieless, creating new

opportunities for the cinema to open drive in

movies. It was very nostalgic to experience a

drive-in movie just like in the movies we watched

when we were younger .With indoor movies not

being available drive-ins were their next best

option. St. Michael Cinema stuck to showing

mostly classic movies this summer, because it was

very hard to film new movies, some of the movies

they had shown were; Jurassic Park, Monsters Inc,

The Goonies and many more. "I think the drive in

was a really good way to spend time with your

friends and go see a movie, but remaining socially

distanced," explained Alicia Vosberg ('23). Being

able to experience drive-ins in our own town was

something good that came out of all the bad,

and really brought our community together. "It's a

super cool experience to have with your friends or

family, a lot of people go all the way to other drive

ins that are an hour or more away, so now that we

have one here it's definitely worth it to go and try it

out yourself." Said Peyton Lenz ('22). Drive-in

movies brought a very new experience to STMA.

Sitting outside is a very new experience. Seeing all

of the trucks lined up with their tailgates made into

beds, all the suvs with their trunks made into

couches, and the small cars with front row seating,

all stuffed with pillows and blankets, is something

very new and cool to see. “My friends and I

brought tons of blankets which was super nice

because even if you are wearing sweatpants and

a sweatshirt it gets very cold,” said Ashlin
Rattansinh (‘24). Our summers were very different

than most, but making the best out of what we

had did bring us a new way to watch movies and

make fun memories. 

A NIGHT
UNDER THE STARS

how drive ins became summer's next best thing

SUMMER SERENITY. Resting after a long
hike, Sarah Schuster ('23) and Natalie
Zuidema ('22) , take in the beauty of Taylors
Falls. They visited to find something to do
with covid taking summer activities away.
Photo by Natalie Zuidema.

UP NORTH. Breathtaking views after a
long drive up north, Ben Ford ('22), Carson
Radke ('22), and Carter Hiltner ('22), explore
the great lake. Carter had just bought some
brand new shoes from Duluth. Photo by
Ben Ford.

THE FALLS.  Junior girls trip up to the North
Shore. Jasmine Purnell ('22), Alanna Gifford
('22), Cassandra Emerson ('22), and Camryn
Lukkar ('22), watch the pretty falls in front
of them. They visited several different
places taking in all the pretty views. Photo
by Cassandra Emerson.
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C
ovid shuts down movie theaters leaving St.

Michael movieless, creating new

opportunities for the cinema to open drive in

movies. It was very nostalgic to experience a

drive-in movie just like in the movies we watched

when we were younger .With indoor movies not

being available drive-ins were their next best

option. St. Michael Cinema stuck to showing

mostly classic movies this summer, because it was

very hard to film new movies, some of the movies

they had shown were; Jurassic Park, Monsters Inc,

The Goonies and many more. "I think the drive in

was a really good way to spend time with your

friends and go see a movie, but remaining socially

distanced," explained Alicia Vosberg ('23). Being

able to experience drive-ins in our own town was

something good that came out of all the bad,

and really brought our community together. "It's a

super cool experience to have with your friends or

family, a lot of people go all the way to other drive

ins that are an hour or more away, so now that we

have one here it's definitely worth it to go and try it

out yourself." Said Peyton Lenz ('22). Drive-in

movies brought a very new experience to STMA.

Sitting outside is a very new experience. Seeing all

of the trucks lined up with their tailgates made into

beds, all the suvs with their trunks made into

couches, and the small cars with front row seating,

all stuffed with pillows and blankets, is something

very new and cool to see. “My friends and I

brought tons of blankets which was super nice

because even if you are wearing sweatpants and

a sweatshirt it gets very cold,” said Ashlin
Rattansinh (‘24). Our summers were very different

than most, but making the best out of what we

had did bring us a new way to watch movies and

make fun memories. 

Netflix revealed that it had
gained an additional 15.77
million subscribers in the

first quarter of 2020.

41% of Netflix users are
watching without paying
thanks to password and

account sharing.

34 million viewers tuned in
to watch Tiger King in its

first 10 days

As billions of
people around the

world were forced into
quarantine, Netlix was

forced to reduce streaming
quality in several countires

to help reduce strain on
bandwidth.

QUARANTINE

NETFLIXbest
shows during

pillows really helped
keep cozy, especially
in the back of a car

 during the
movie the
bugs won’t
leave me
alone so bug
spray is
definitely a
must

popcorn is
always a
movie must
have for
something
yummy to
snack on

the 2020 facts

ESSENTIALS 
DRIVE IN

Hannah Augustine
'23

Carter Formo
'22

Reese Jaeger
'24

SUMMER 21
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Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

Henry M. Jackson 
High School 
Mill Creek, Washington 

Road Trip  
Essentials 
Finding ways to 
adventure 
during this year of 
isolation and social 
distancing was the  
best way to make  
new memories and  
spend quality time 
with friends 
and family.

SUMMER 2020
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Fairview 
High School 
Boulder, Colorado 

Across 
Colorado 
Students searched for the 
last patch of snow, trying 
to ski through their long 
lasting summer. 

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

SUMMER 2020
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Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

Drake 
Middle School 
Arvada, Colorado 

We Went Here 
and There 
With air travel  
restricted, road trips 
became the  
summer vacay 
staple. 

SUMMER 2020

2021



ATHENS DRIVE 
high school

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

SUMMER 
ACTIVISM



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

Blue Valley Northwest 
High School 
Overland Park, Kansas 

Not a Moment 

2021

LEARNING

NOT A

8 minutes and 46 
seconds.

A uniformed knee 
to a neck, 
the spark of outrage 
on a nationwide scale.

People in all 50 states 
in our “united” country 
took to the streets to 
demand justice, 
to have their voices 
heard, to say their 
names:

Ahmed Aubry.
Breonna Taylor.
Geroge Floyd.

But the story does 
not begin with those 
8 minutes and 46 
seconds.

And it sure doesn’t 
end there either.

Let’s fill you in. 

MOMENT.

CONTENT  ·  ELLA HUTNICK  ·  CAMRYN DILLAVOU ·  MAGGIE BUNCH ·  LINDSEY NOON

AMID A BLACK Lives Matter protest, 
junior Laura Murambadoro stands in 
solidarity on 133rd and Switzer May 
31. “I went because I felt like it was a 
good opportunity to take some steps 
at standing up for what I believe in,” 
Murambadoro said. “What happened 
this summer... was something where my 
family members could also see what’s 
going on in the world and how it affects 
us.” PHOTO • MITRI KRISHNA

024 BLACK LIVES MATTER



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

Timber Creek 
High School 
Ft. Worth, Texas 

United Against  
Hate 
Through peaceful 
marches and 
organized community 
events people of all 
races come together 
to fight against 
systematic 
oppression. 

2021
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Hagerty 
High School 
Oviedo, Florida 

Close to Home 
BLM protesters voice 
support for current 
issues. 

2021

ACTIVISM



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

Athens Drive  
High School 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

Black Lives 
Matter 

Spread 1

MAT    TERMAT    TER
BLACK LIVES

BY PEYTON JOYNER

BLACK LIVES MATTER
12 PHOTOGRAPHED BY: PEYTON JOYNER

FIGHTING FOR EQUALITY: Senior Darnisha 
Farris holds a sign from a Black Lives Matter 

protest that she attended in June. Protests 
about justice for George Floyd took over 

downtown Raleigh throughout the summer 
months. Like many throughout the nation, 

Farris participated in the movement despite 
the pandemic. 
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Athens Drive  
High School 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

It’s Time to 
Take a Stand 

Spread 2

“FEELING,
SADDENING

It’s a

don’t feel EQUAL.

It started with a hashtag. They were calling for 
justice after the death of Trayvon Martin, an 
unarmed, 17-year-old black male who was 

shot while walking home from the store. George 
Zimmerman, the man who fatally shot Martin, was 

acquitted of all his crimes. Now, seven 
years later, it seemed as though rac-
ism in our country had only grown. 

The list of names seemed to never 
end when looking at black victims of 
police brutality. However, there is one 
name that could be credited for spark-
ing a revolution across the country. 
His name was George Floyd. “There 

was a video that documented most of the encoun-
ter. I am never going to forget that video. Where 
was the humanity?” Junior Lisey Pillay remarked 
about the tapes showing Floyd’s death. On May 
25, 2020, 8 minutes and 46 seconds passed until 
George Floyd, an unarmed black man, was left 
unconscious with no sign of life. Due to Officer 

Derek Chauvin’s knee that was pinned to Floyd’s 
throat during that time, a family lost a father, a son, 
and a brother. In that moment, the world fell silent 
as we mourned the loss of another innocent life 
taken due to police brutality. 

“The people of our country have had enough. The 
violence needs to be brought to an end and the po-
lice should be held accountable for their actions,” 
Junior Dasaun Robertson shared. Robertson felt 
what millions of people across the country were 
feeling. Some students, such as Seniors Darnisha 
Farris and Mina Eloukifi, even took to the streets 
participating in the dozens of protests throughout 
the state. Along with protests, students signed 
petitions, made social media posts, and donated. 
Despite students fighting in so many different ways, 
there was one thing everyone shared; their passion 
for making their voices heard. Desaun Robertson 
shared one final message, “All lives don’t matter 
until black lives matter.”

A COMMON GOAL: Holding matching 
signs, two protesters walk through 
downtown Raleigh. This protest was only 
one of the dozens of protests that North 
Carolina experienced. The first protest 
brought to the triangle was in downtown 
Raleigh only five days after the death 
of George Floyd. PHOTOGRAPHED BY: 
JACOB MCCARTHY ADAMS

MOVING TOGETHER: 
Marching on Raleigh 
together, a large group 
of protesters continued 
making their voices heard 
as day turned to night. Not 
letting the dark silence their 
voices, the protest never 
lost its power or strength 
even as the time passed. 
PHOTOGRAPHED BY: JACOB 
MCCARTHY ADAMS

MAKING VOICE HEARD: 
Holding up a sign directed 
towards police accountability 
when it comes to the death of 
innocents, a protestor takes 
their stance on the death of 
George Floyd. Floyd died due 
to the unnecessary chokehold 
Officer Chauvin put Floyd in. 
PHOTOGRAPHED BY: JACOB 
MCCARTHY ADAMS

ANTONAE      
JOHNSON 
JUNIOR

ANDIE 
LAMM 
SENIOR 

JORDAN 
WALKER 
JUNIOR

Since I am limited in what I can 
do right now to help, I try to post 
as much informative stuff that I 
can. I feel the things I post helps 
people who aren’t educated on the 
dangerous acts that are happening. 
It has them realize that stuff like that 
isn’t okay and we need help from 
everyone to change it. At the end of 
the day, we are continuing the fight 
that our ancestors started, in making 
sure that every person of color is 
treated fairly. 

There are so many different views 
around the movement and it’s hard 
when families clash in their support. 
Many families were divided by be-
liefs about BLM. It hurts me because 
when you go on social media you’re 
not supposed to see the videos of 
these innocent people being killed 
by the police, the people who we 
thought would protect us. Support-
ing this movement was obvious to 
me, but getting people I know to 
feel the same was hard. 

I had never been really informed or 
aware about this topic. Being white, 
I never felt like I had the right to talk 
about things, but then after George 
Floyd, I took the time to learn. This 
movement has made me realize the 
world is more divided than I thought 
it was. I’ve learned that our country 
is built on this system that doesn’t 
care whether they harm minorities if 
it’s for their benefit and you see that 
with the government’s reaction to 
the Black Lives Matter Protests.

I feel being a part of the LGBTQ community has connected me to this movement.  
Being queer and the color of your skin are two things that you  are just born with. 

They aren’t something you can change. I fight in this movement with the hopes 
that one day every minority will know true equality. 

RUHAN 
RAHMAN 

SOPHOMORE

STANDING STRONG: Citizens 
face  officers of the law during a 

protest. Respecting the physical 
boundaries put up by officials, 

protestors still made sure to make 
their voices heard, exercising their 
rights. PHOTOGRAPHED BY: JACOB 

MCCARTHY ADAMS

BY PEYTON JOYNER

BLACK LIVES MATTER
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TO EVERYONE
IT SHOULD MATTERTAKETAKEit’s TIME 

to STAND
a

to live in a COUNTRY where we

- Desaun Robertson, JUNIOR
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Athens Drive  
High School 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

Staying United 
for One Cause 

Spread 3
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Divinci Charter  
High School 
Davis, California 

BLM / COVID-19 
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Southern Alamance 
High School 
Graham, North Carolina 

From Hashtag to 
Movement 
How a movement 
helped people speak up 
against discrimination. 

2021
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Starmount 
High School 
Booneville, North Carolina 

Raise Your Voies 
Black Lives Matter 
Blue Lives Matter. 

SUMMER ACTIVISM

2021



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

Santa Rosa 
High School 
Santa Rosa, California 

Together We  
Stand 
Young activists strive to 
achieve change 
during a pandemic.

ACTIVISM

2021



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

El Camino 
Real Charter 
High School 
Woodland Hills, California 

Say Their Names 
The rise of police brutality 
led prostestors to bring 
back the memories of 
and to forment change. 

Spread 1

2021

ACTIVISM

EMMETT TILL - MEDGAR EVERS - GEORGE JUNIUS STINNEY JR. - DR MARTIN LUTHER KING JR - HENRY SMITH - JOHN CRAWFORD III - MICHAEL BROWN - EZELL FORD - DANTE PARKER - MICHELLE CUSSEAUX - MARY TURNER - LAQUAN MCDONALD - MALCOLM X - TANISHA ANDERSON - AKAI GURLEY - TAMIR RICE - RUMAIN BRISBON 

- JERAME REID - MATTHEW AJIBADE - JAMES N. POWELL JR. - FRANK SMART - ERNEST LACY - NATASHA MCKENNA - TONY ROBINSON - ANTHONY HILL - MYA HALL - PHILLIP WHITE - ERIC HARRIS - WALTER SCOTT - WILLIAM CHAPMAN II - ALEXIA CHRISTIAN - BRENDON GLENN - VICTOR MANUEL LAROSA - JONATHAN SANDERS - FRED-

DIE CARLOS GRAY JR. - JOSEPH MANN - SALVADO ELLSWOOD - SANDRA BLAND - ALBERT JOSEPH DAVIS - DARRIUS STEWART - BILLY RAY DAVIS - SAMUEL DUBOSE - MICHAEL SABBIE - BRIAN KEITH DAY - CHRISTIAN TAYLOR - TROY ROBINSON - ASSHAMS PHAROAH MANLEY - MICHAEL STEWART - FELIX KUMI - KEITH HARRISON MCLEOD 

- JUNIOR PROSPER - LAMONTEZ JONES - PATERSON BROWN - DOMINIC HUTCHINSON - ANTHONY ASHFORD - ALONZO SMITH - TYREE CRAWFORD - INDIA KAGER - LA?VANTE BIGGS - MICHAEL LEE MARSHALL - JAMAR CLARK - RICHARD PERKINS - PHILLIP PANNELL - NATHANIEL HARRIS PICKETT - BENNI LEE TIGNOR - MIGUEL ESPINAL 

- MICHAEL NOEL - KEVIN MATTHEWS - BETTIE JONES - QUINTONIO LEGRIER - KEITH CHILDRESS JR. - JANET WILSON - RANDY NELSON - ANTRONIE SCOTT - WENDELL CELESTINE - DAVID JOSEPH - CALIN ROQUEMORE - DYZHAWN PERKINS - CHRISTOPHER DAVIS - MARCO LOUD - JAMES BYRD JR. - PETER GAINES - TORREY ROBINSON 

- DARIUS ROBINSON - KEVIN HICKS - MARY TRUXILLO - DEMARCUS SEMER - AMADOU DIALLO - WILLIE TILLMAN - TERRILL THOMAS - DEMETRIUS DUBOSE - ALTON STERLING - PHILANDO CASTILE - TERENCE CRUTCHER - PAUL O?NEAL - ALTERIA WOODS - BOBBY RUSS - JORDAN EDWARDS - AARON BAILEY - RONELL FOSTER - STEPHON 

CLARK - COREY CARTER - ANTWON ROSE II - TAYLER ROCK - MALICE GREEN - RAMARLEY GRAHAM - ELIJAH MCCLAIN - AIYANA STANLEY JONES - BOTHAM JEAN - PAMELA TURNER - DOMINIQUE CLAYTON - SEAN BELL - ATATIANA JEFFERSON - JEMEL ROBERSON - JAMES LEE ALEXANDER - RYAN MATTHEW SMITH - DERRICK AMBROSE 

JR. - ADDIE MAE COLLINS - CAROL DENISE MCNAIR - CAROLE ROBERTSON - CYNTHIA WESLEY - NICHOLAS HEYWARD JR. - CHRISTOPHER WHITFIELD - WILLIE MCCOY - VICTOR WHITE III - MARCUS DEON SMITH - CHAVIS CARTER - MARTIN LEE ANDERSON - CHRISTOPHER MCCORVEY - BRADLEY BLACKSHIRE - TIMOTHY THOMAS - REGI-

NALD DOUCET JR. - DANROY "DJ" HENRY JR. - KARVAS GAMBLE JR. - ERIC REASON - KORRYN GAINES - REKIA BOYD - KIONTE SPENCER - DARIUS TARVER - WAYNE ARNOLD JONES - MANUEL ELLIS - VICTOR DUFFY JR. - KOBE DIMOCK-HEISLER - CLINTON R. ALLEN - DONTRE HAMILTON - TIMOTHY CAUGHMAN - SYLVILLE SMITH - COREY 

JONES - TYRE KING - ERIC GARNER - MILES HALL - KENDRICK JOHNSON - CHARLEENA LYLES - MICHAEL LORENZO DEAN - TRAYVON MARTIN - RENISHA MCBRIDE - KIMONI DAVIS - KIWANE CARRINGTON - OSCAR GRANT III - BREONNA TAYLOR - KALIEF BROWDER - DARRIEN HUNT - TROY HODGE - WILLIAM GREEN - AHMAUD ARBERY - DION 

JOHNSON - TONY MCDADE - ANDREW KEARSE - JAMEL FLOYD - GEORGE FLOYD - RAYSHARD BROOKS - ITALIA MARIE KELLY - DAVID MCATEE - CHRIS BEATY EMMETT TILL - MEDGAR EVERS - GEORGE JUNIUS STINNEY JR. - DR MARTIN LUTHER KING JR - HENRY SMITH - JOHN CRAWFORD III - MICHAEL BROWN - EZELL FORD - DANTE PARK-

ER - MICHELLE CUSSEAUX - MARY TURNER - LAQUAN MCDONALD - MALCOLM X - TANISHA ANDERSON - AKAI GURLEY - TAMIR RICE - RUMAIN BRISBON - JERAME REID - MATTHEW AJIBADE - JAMES N. POWELL JR. - FRANK SMART - ERNEST LACY - NATASHA MCKENNA - TONY ROBINSON - ANTHONY HILL - MYA HALL - PHILLIP WHITE 

- ERIC HARRIS - WALTER SCOTT - WILLIAM CHAPMAN II - ALEXIA CHRISTIAN - BRENDON GLENN - VICTOR MANUEL LAROSA - JONATHAN SANDERS - FREDDIE CARLOS GRAY JR. - JOSEPH MANN - SALVADO ELLSWOOD - SANDRA BLAND - ALBERT JOSEPH DAVIS - DARRIUS STEWART - BILLY RAY DAVIS - SAMUEL DUBOSE - MICHAEL SABBIE 

- BRIAN KEITH DAY - CHRISTIAN TAYLOR - TROY ROBINSON - ASSHAMS PHAROAH MANLEY - MICHAEL STEWART - FELIX KUMI - KEITH HARRISON MCLEOD - JUNIOR PROSPER - LAMONTEZ JONES - PATERSON BROWN - DOMINIC HUTCHINSON - ANTHONY ASHFORD - ALONZO SMITH - TYREE CRAWFORD - INDIA KAGER - LA?VANTE BIGGS 

- MICHAEL LEE MARSHALL - JAMAR CLARK - RICHARD PERKINS - PHILLIP PANNELL - NATHANIEL HARRIS PICKETT - BENNI LEE TIGNOR - MIGUEL ESPINAL - MICHAEL NOEL - KEVIN MATTHEWS - BETTIE JONES - QUINTONIO LEGRIER - KEITH CHILDRESS JR. - JANET WILSON - RANDY NELSON - ANTRONIE SCOTT - WENDELL CELESTINE 

- DAVID JOSEPH - CALIN ROQUEMORE - DYZHAWN PERKINS - CHRISTOPHER DAVIS - MARCO LOUD - JAMES BYRD JR. - PETER GAINES - TORREY ROBINSON - DARIUS ROBINSON - KEVIN HICKS - MARY TRUXILLO - DEMARCUS SEMER - AMADOU DIALLO - WILLIE TILLMAN - TERRILL THOMAS - DEMETRIUS DUBOSE - ALTON STERLING - PHILAN-

DO CASTILE - TERENCE CRUTCHER - PAUL O?NEAL - ALTERIA WOODS - BOBBY RUSS - JORDAN EDWARDS - AARON BAILEY - RONELL FOSTER - STEPHON CLARK - COREY CARTER - ANTWON ROSE II - TAYLER ROCK - MALICE GREEN - RAMARLEY GRAHAM - ELIJAH MCCLAIN - AIYANA STANLEY JONES - BOTHAM JEAN - PAMELA TURNER 

- DOMINIQUE CLAYTON - SEAN BELL - ATATIANA JEFFERSON - JEMEL ROBERSON - JAMES LEE ALEXANDER - RYAN MATTHEW SMITH - DERRICK AMBROSE JR. - ADDIE MAE COLLINS - CAROL DENISE MCNAIR - CAROLE ROBERTSON - CYNTHIA WESLEY - NICHOLAS HEYWARD JR. - CHRISTOPHER WHITFIELD - WILLIE MCCOY - VICTOR WHITE 

III - MARCUS DEON SMITH - CHAVIS CARTER - MARTIN LEE ANDERSON - CHRISTOPHER MCCORVEY - BRADLEY BLACKSHIRE - TIMOTHY THOMAS - REGINALD DOUCET JR. - DANROY “DJ” HENRY JR. - KARVAS GAMBLE JR. - ERIC REASON - KORRYN GAINES - REKIA BOYD - KIONTE SPENCER - DARIUS TARVER - WAYNE ARNOLD JONES 

- MANUEL ELLIS - VICTOR DUFFY JR. - KOBE DIMOCK-HEISLER - CLINTON R. ALLEN - DONTRE HAMILTON - TIMOTHY CAUGHMAN - SYLVILLE SMITH - COREY JONES - TYRE KING - ERIC GARNER - MILES HALL - KENDRICK JOHNSON - CHARLEENA LYLES - MICHAEL LORENZO DEAN - TRAYVON MARTIN - RENISHA MCBRIDE - KIMONI DAVIS 

- KIWANE CARRINGTON - OSCAR GRANT III - BREONNA TAYLOR - KALIEF BROWDER - DARRIEN HUNT - TROY HODGE - WILLIAM GREEN - AHMAUD ARBERY - DION JOHNSON - TONY MCDADE - ANDREW KEARSE - JAMEL FLOYD - GEORGE FLOYD - RAYSHARD BROOKS - ITALIA MARIE KELLY - DAVID MCATEE - CHRIS BEATY EMMETT TILL - MED-

GAR EVERS - GEORGE JUNIUS STINNEY JR. - DR MARTIN LUTHER KING JR - HENRY SMITH - JOHN CRAWFORD III - MICHAEL BROWN - EZELL FORD - DANTE PARKER - MICHELLE CUSSEAUX - MARY TURNER - LAQUAN MCDONALD - MALCOLM X - TANISHA ANDERSON - AKAI GURLEY - TAMIR RICE - RUMAIN BRISBON - JERAME REID - MATTHEW 

AJIBADE - JAMES N. POWELL JR. - FRANK SMART - ERNEST LACY - NATASHA MCKENNA - TONY ROBINSON - ANTHONY HILL - MYA HALL - PHILLIP WHITE - ERIC HARRIS - WALTER SCOTT - WILLIAM CHAPMAN II - ALEXIA CHRISTIAN - BRENDON GLENN - VICTOR MANUEL LAROSA - JONATHAN SANDERS - FREDDIE CARLOS GRAY JR. - JO-

SEPH MANN - SALVADO ELLSWOOD - SANDRA BLAND - ALBERT JOSEPH DAVIS - DARRIUS STEWART - BILLY RAY DAVIS - SAMUEL DUBOSE - MICHAEL SABBIE - BRIAN KEITH DAY - CHRISTIAN TAYLOR - TROY ROBINSON - ASSHAMS PHAROAH MANLEY - MICHAEL STEWART - FELIX KUMI - KEITH HARRISON MCLEOD - JUNIOR PROSPER - LAM-

ONTEZ JONES - PATERSON BROWN - DOMINIC HUTCHINSON - ANTHONY ASHFORD - ALONZO SMITH - TYREE CRAWFORD - INDIA KAGER - LA?VANTE BIGGS - MICHAEL LEE MARSHALL - JAMAR CLARK - RICHARD PERKINS - PHILLIP PANNELL - NATHANIEL HARRIS PICKETT - BENNI LEE TIGNOR - MIGUEL ESPINAL - MICHAEL NOEL - KEVIN 

MATTHEWS - BETTIE JONES - QUINTONIO LEGRIER - KEITH CHILDRESS JR. - JANET WILSON - RANDY NELSON - ANTRONIE SCOTT - WENDELL CELESTINE - DAVID JOSEPH - CALIN ROQUEMORE - DYZHAWN PERKINS - CHRISTOPHER DAVIS - MARCO LOUD - JAMES BYRD JR. - PETER GAINES - TORREY ROBINSON - DARIUS ROBINSON - KEVIN 

HICKS - MARY TRUXILLO - DEMARCUS SEMER - AMADOU DIALLO - WILLIE TILLMAN - TERRILL THOMAS - DEMETRIUS DUBOSE - ALTON STERLING - PHILANDO CASTILE - TERENCE CRUTCHER - PAUL O?NEAL - ALTERIA WOODS - BOBBY RUSS - JORDAN EDWARDS - AARON BAILEY - RONELL FOSTER - STEPHON CLARK - COREY CARTER 

- ANTWON ROSE II - TAYLER ROCK - MALICE GREEN - RAMARLEY GRAHAM - ELIJAH MCCLAIN - AIYANA STANLEY JONES - BOTHAM JEAN - PAMELA TURNER - DOMINIQUE CLAYTON - SEAN BELL - ATATIANA JEFFERSON - JEMEL ROBERSON - JAMES LEE ALEXANDER - RYAN MATTHEW SMITH - DERRICK AMBROSE JR. - ADDIE MAE COLLINS 

- CAROL DENISE MCNAIR - CAROLE ROBERTSON - CYNTHIA WESLEY - NICHOLAS HEYWARD JR. - CHRISTOPHER WHITFIELD - WILLIE MCCOY - VICTOR WHITE III - MARCUS DEON SMITH - CHAVIS CARTER - MARTIN LEE ANDERSON - CHRISTOPHER MCCORVEY - BRADLEY BLACKSHIRE - TIMOTHY THOMAS - REGINALD DOUCET JR. - DANROY 

“DJ” HENRY JR. - KARVAS GAMBLE JR. - ERIC REASON - KORRYN GAINES - REKIA BOYD - KIONTE SPENCER - DARIUS TARVER - WAYNE ARNOLD JONES - MANUEL ELLIS - VICTOR DUFFY JR. - KOBE DIMOCK-HEISLER - CLINTON R. ALLEN - DONTRE HAMILTON - TIMOTHY CAUGHMAN - SYLVILLE SMITH - COREY JONES - TYRE KING - ERIC 

GARNER - MILES HALL - KENDRICK JOHNSON - CHARLEENA LYLES - MICHAEL LORENZO DEAN - TRAYVON MARTIN - RENISHA MCBRIDE - KIMONI DAVIS - KIWANE CARRINGTON - OSCAR GRANT III - BREONNA TAYLOR - KALIEF BROWDER - DARRIEN HUNT - TROY HODGE - WILLIAM GREEN - AHMAUD ARBERY - DION JOHNSON - TONY MCDADE 

- ANDREW KEARSE - JAMEL FLOYD - GEORGE FLOYD - RAYSHARD BROOKS - ITALIA MARIE KELLY - DAVID MCATEE - CHRIS BEATY EMMETT TILL - MEDGAR EVERS - GEORGE JUNIUS STINNEY JR. - DR MARTIN LUTHER KING JR - HENRY SMITH - JOHN CRAWFORD III - MICHAEL BROWN - EZELL FORD - DANTE PARKER - MICHELLE CUSSEAUX 

- MARY TURNER - LAQUAN MCDONALD - MALCOLM X - TANISHA ANDERSON - AKAI GURLEY - TAMIR RICE - RUMAIN BRISBON - JERAME REID - MATTHEW AJIBADE - JAMES N. POWELL JR. - FRANK SMART - ERNEST LACY - NATASHA MCKENNA - TONY ROBINSON - ANTHONY HILL - MYA HALL - PHILLIP WHITE - ERIC HARRIS - WALTER SCOTT 

- WILLIAM CHAPMAN II - ALEXIA CHRISTIAN - BRENDON GLENN - VICTOR MANUEL LAROSA - JONATHAN SANDERS - FREDDIE CARLOS GRAY JR. - JOSEPH MANN - SALVADO ELLSWOOD - SANDRA BLAND - ALBERT JOSEPH DAVIS - DARRIUS STEWART - BILLY RAY DAVIS - SAMUEL DUBOSE - MICHAEL SABBIE - BRIAN KEITH DAY - CHRISTIAN 

TAYLOR - TROY ROBINSON - ASSHAMS PHAROAH MANLEY - MICHAEL STEWART - FELIX KUMI - KEITH HARRISON MCLEOD - JUNIOR PROSPER - LAMONTEZ JONES - PATERSON BROWN - DOMINIC HUTCHINSON - ANTHONY ASHFORD - ALONZO SMITH - TYREE CRAWFORD - INDIA KAGER - LA?VANTE BIGGS - MICHAEL LEE MARSHALL - JA-

MAR CLARK - RICHARD PERKINS - PHILLIP PANNELL - NATHANIEL HARRIS PICKETT - BENNI LEE TIGNOR - MIGUEL ESPINAL - MICHAEL NOEL - KEVIN MATTHEWS - BETTIE JONES - QUINTONIO LEGRIER - KEITH CHILDRESS JR. - JANET WILSON - RANDY NELSON - ANTRONIE SCOTT - WENDELL CELESTINE - DAVID JOSEPH - CALIN ROQUEMORE 

- DYZHAWN PERKINS - CHRISTOPHER DAVIS - MARCO LOUD - JAMES BYRD JR. - PETER GAINES - TORREY ROBINSON - DARIUS ROBINSON - KEVIN HICKS - MARY TRUXILLO - DEMARCUS SEMER - AMADOU DIALLO - WILLIE TILLMAN - TERRILL THOMAS - DEMETRIUS DUBOSE - ALTON STERLING - PHILANDO CASTILE - TERENCE CRUTCHER 

- PAUL O?NEAL - ALTERIA WOODS - BOBBY RUSS - JORDAN EDWARDS - AARON BAILEY - RONELL FOSTER - STEPHON CLARK - COREY CARTER - ANTWON ROSE II - TAYLER ROCK - MALICE GREEN - RAMARLEY GRAHAM - ELIJAH MCCLAIN - AIYANA STANLEY JONES - BOTHAM JEAN - PAMELA TURNER - DOMINIQUE CLAYTON - SEAN BELL 

- ATATIANA JEFFERSON - JEMEL ROBERSON - JAMES LEE ALEXANDER - RYAN MATTHEW SMITH - DERRICK AMBROSE JR. - ADDIE MAE COLLINS - CAROL DENISE MCNAIR - CAROLE ROBERTSON - CYNTHIA WESLEY - NICHOLAS HEYWARD JR. - CHRISTOPHER WHITFIELD - WILLIE MCCOY - VICTOR WHITE III - MARCUS DEON SMITH - CHAVIS 

CARTER - MARTIN LEE ANDERSON - CHRISTOPHER MCCORVEY - BRADLEY BLACKSHIRE - TIMOTHY THOMAS - REGINALD DOUCET JR. - DANROY “DJ” HENRY JR. - KARVAS GAMBLE JR. - ERIC REASON - KORRYN GAINES - REKIA BOYD - KIONTE SPENCER - DARIUS TARVER - WAYNE ARNOLD JONES - MANUEL ELLIS - VICTOR DUFFY JR. - KOBE 

DIMOCK-HEISLER - CLINTON R. ALLEN - DONTRE HAMILTON - TIMOTHY CAUGHMAN - SYLVILLE SMITH - COREY JONES - TYRE KING - ERIC GARNER - MILES HALL - KENDRICK JOHNSON - CHARLEENA LYLES - MICHAEL LORENZO DEAN - TRAYVON MARTIN - RENISHA MCBRIDE - KIMONI DAVIS - KIWANE CARRINGTON - OSCAR GRANT III 

- BREONNA TAYLOR - KALIEF BROWDER - DARRIEN HUNT - TROY HODGE - WILLIAM GREEN - AHMAUD ARBERY - DION JOHNSON - TONY MCDADE - ANDREW KEARSE - JAMEL FLOYD - GEORGE FLOYD - RAYSHARD BROOKS - ITALIA MARIE KELLY - DAVID MCATEE - CHRIS BEATY EMMETT TILL - MEDGAR EVERS - GEORGE JUNIUS STINNEY JR. 

- DR MARTIN LUTHER KING JR - HENRY SMITH - JOHN CRAWFORD III - MICHAEL BROWN - EZELL FORD - DANTE PARKER - MICHELLE CUSSEAUX - MARY TURNER - LAQUAN MCDONALD - MALCOLM X - TANISHA ANDERSON - AKAI GURLEY - TAMIR RICE - RUMAIN BRISBON - JERAME REID - MATTHEW AJIBADE - JAMES N. POWELL JR. - FRANK

SAYtheir
THE RISE OF POLICE BRUTALITY 

LED PROTESTORS TO BRING BACK 
THE MEMORIES OF THE VICTIMS 

AND TO FORMENT CHANGE

NAMES

football game at 9:03 p.m. As a 
result, Executive Director David 
Hussey called for a cancellation 
during the middle of zero period. 

“SAY HIS NAME!”
“AHMAUD ARBORY”
When the news was first 

released that school was 
being canceled, homecoming 
coordinator, sophomore Jessica 
Tobon was unsure what that 
meant for all the homecoming 
events planned. 

“We were all really confused,” 
Tobon said. “Then [student 
council adviser] Holly Kiamanesh 
sent us a remind that everything 
has been canceled and we had to 
reschedule the game and dance.”

As fireworks go off in the 
night sky seniors David Guerrero 
and Alexis Burnett are crowned 
homecoming king and queen. 
As fireworks go off in the night 
sky seniors David Guerrero and 
Alexis Burnett are crowned 

“SAY HIS NAME!”
“ELIJAH MCCLAIN”
When the news was first 

released that school was being 
canceled, home coming coord 
inator, sophomore. 

“We will just have to do 
everything we originally planned 
for that day,” Tobon said.

“We will just have to do 
everything we originally planned 
for that day,” Tobon said.

“We will just have to do 
everything we originally planned 
for that day,” Tobon said. “That 
meant also caa remind that 
everything has been cancellling 
the catering every part.”

“We will just have to do 
everything we originally planned 
for that day,” Tobon said. “That 
and replanning every part.”

“We will just have to do 
everything we originally planned 
for that day,” Tobon said.
story and layout by David Dablo

As fireworks go off 
in the night sky seniors 
David Guerrero and 
Alexis Burnett are 
crowned homecoming 
king and queen. 

The Saddleridge fire in Porter Range 
caused all school events to be canceled 
due to poor air quality. The fire started 
the night before the homecoming 
football game at 9:03 p.m. 

“SAY HIS NAME!”
“GEORGE FLOYD”
When the news was first released 

that school was being canceled, 
homecoming coordinator, sophomore 

Jessica Tobon was unsure what that 
meant for all the homecoming events 
planned. 

“We were all really confused,” Tobon 
said. “Then [student council adviser] 
Holly Kiamanesh sent us a remind that 
everything has been canceled and 
we had to reschedule the game and 
dance.”

As fireworks go off in the night sky 
seniors David Guerrero and Alexis 
Burnett are crowned homecoming king 
and queen. 

The Saddleridge fire in Porter Range 
caused all school events to be canceled 
due to poor air quality. The fire started 
the night before the homecoming 

football game at 9:03 p.m. As a result, 
Executive Director David Hussey called 
for a cancellation during the middle of 
zero period. 

When the news was first released 
that school was being canceled, 
homecoming coordinator, sophomore 
Jessica Tobon was unsure what that 
meant for all the homecoming events 
planned. 

“SAY HER NAME!”
“BREONNA TAYLOR”
When the news was first released 

that school was being canceled, home 
coming coord inator, sophomore 
Jessica Tobon was unsure what that 

meant for all the homecoming events 
planned. 

“We were all really confused,” Tobon 
said. “Then [student council adviser] 
Holly nceled and we had to resched.”

“We will just have to do everything 
we originally planned for that day,” 
Tobon said. “That meant also calling 
the catering and replanning every part.”

As fireworks go off in the night sky 
seniors David Guerrero and Alexis 
Burnett are crowned homecoming king 
and queen. 

The Saddleridge fire in Porter Range 
caused all school events to be canceled 
due to poor air quality. The fire started 
the night before the homecoming 

ALL THEIR NAMES The student section, The 
House introduced. Illustration by Alanna Jimenez
SPREAD THE HELP Senior Tyreese Conner 
attempts a touchdown this. Photo by David Dablo
MARCH WITH BLM Dragged by a Taft defender in 
the endzone during the. Photo by David Dablo

June026 Black Lives Matter: Say Their Names 027



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

El Camino 
Real Charter 
High School 
Woodland Hills, California 

Go Global 
Flooding social media 
platforms with 
inforgraphics, photos and 
black squares Black Lives 
Matter activists made 
June 2 a day to stand in 
solidarity garnering 
attention from 
international news outlets. 
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freshman SIERRA ROSEMARIE

#blackouttuesday I want everyone to understand 

that just posting a black screen doesn’t mean you 

are involved in social justice. It’s a commitment to 

stopping streaming and using social media for other 

purposes. Don’t post a black screen if you aren’t 

willing to also commit to that part of this day.
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freshman SIERRA 

ROSEMARIE
#blackouttuesday I want 

everyone to understand 

that just posting a black 

screen doesn’t mean you 

are involved in social 

justice. It’s a commitment 

to stopping streaming 

and using social media 

for other purposes. Don’t 

post a black screen if 

you aren’t willing to also 

commit to that part of 

this day.

ONE OUT President Donald Trump’s 

youngest daughter, Tiffany Trump 

became the only member of the 

family to openly support the Black 

Lives Matter movement by posting 

on Blackout Tuesday. Her June 2 

Instagram post was since taken 

down. Source: Forbes

El Camino supports 

Black Lives Matter.”
- @ecrchs Instagram, June 8

STAND IN SOLIDARITY With their arms 

crossed, English teacher Stephanie Franklin 

and History teacher Melissa Harr pose next to 

Jared Esguerra, class of 2020, and Executive 

Director David Hussey. Following the recent 

2020 graduation, Hussey gave Esguerra 

permission to dye a raised fist into the back 

of his head. A recording of the painting went 

viral on TikTok with 1.4 million views and 320 

thousand likes. 

GO
Flooding social media platforms with infographics, photos and black 

squares, Black Lives Matter activists made June 2 a day to stand in 

solidarity, garnering attention from international news outlets

As fireworks go off in the night sky seniors 

David Guerrero and Alexis Burnett are crowned 

homecoming king and queen. 

The Saddleridge fire in Porter Range caused 

all school events to be canceled due to poor 

air quality. The fire started the night before the 

homecoming football game at 9:03 p.m. As a 

result, Executive Director David Hussey called 

for a cancellation during the middle of zero 

period. 
When the news was first released that school 

was being canceled, homecoming coordinator, 

sophomore Jessica Tobon was unsure what that 

meant for all the homecoming events planned. 

As fireworks go off in the night sky seniors 

David Guerrero and Alexis Burnett are 

crowned homecoming king and queen. 

The Saddleridge fire in Porter Range 

caused all school events to be canceled due 

to poor air quality. The fire started the night 

before the homecoming football game at 9:03 

p.m. As a result, Executive Director David 

Hussey called for a cancellation during the 

middle of zero period. 

When the news was first released that school 

was being canceled, homecoming coordinator, 

sophomore Jessica Tobon was unsure what that 

meant for all the homecoming events planned. 

“We were all really confused,” Tobon 

said. “Then [student council adviser] Holly 

Kiamanesh sent us a remind that everything has 

been canceled and we had to reschedule the 

game and dance.”

As fireworks go off in the night sky seniors 

David Guerrero and Alexis Burnett are crowned 

homecoming king and queen. 

The Saddleridge fire in Porter Range caused 

all school events to be canceled due to poor 

air quality. The fire started the night before the 

homecoming football game at 9:03 p.m. As a 

result, Executive Director David Hussey called 

for a cancellation during. 

When the news was first released that school 

was being canceled, homecoming coordinator, 

sophomore Jessica Tobon was unsure what that 

meant for all the homecoming events planned. 

When the news was first released that school 

was being canceled, home coming coord inator, 

sophomore Jessica Tobon was unsure what that 

meant for all the homecoming events planned. 

“We will just have to do everything we 

originally planned for that day,” Tobon said. 

“We will just have to do everything we 

originally planned for that day,” Tobon said. 

“That meant also calling the catering and 

replanning every part.”

story and layout by Rebecca Tam

illustration by Alanna Jimenez

“FLOYD WAS 

MURDERED. THERE 

IS NO QUESTION.”
- freshman Rachel Katz

GLOBALGLOBAL
CAPTION Dragged by a Taft defender, senior Tyreese 

Conner attempts a touchdown in the endzone during the 

third quarter of the homecoming game. The student section, 

The House, introduced this season, helped to motivate the 

players. “I felt the vibe from the audience,” Conner said. “We 

came out with a victory, and everyone came out to support.” 

Photo by David Dablo

CAPTION Dragged by a Taft defender, 

senior Tyreese Conner attempts a 
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Off the Grid 
Black Student Union and 
Student Council organize 
a peaceful protest at 
Warner Center Park 
dedicated to the lives of 
victims of police brutality. 

Spread 3

2021

ACTIVISM

GRID

ELLA PEISNER (11)

OUT OF MY WAY Dragged by a Taft defender, senior 
Tyreese Conner attempts a touchdown in the endzone 
during the third quarter.  Photo by David Dablo
“The microphone’s just symbolic for 

how we started to get loud about 
these issues.” - junior Iliana Kikalo
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THE BLACK LIVES MATTER 
MOVEMENT SPARKED CREATIVITY 
IN SHIRT MESSAGES

OFF
the

Black Student Union and Student Council organize a 
peaceful protest at Warner Center Park dedicated to 
the lives of victims to police brutality

As fireworks go off in the night sky 
seniors David Guerrero and Alexis 
Burnett are crowned homecoming king 
and queen. 

The Saddleridge fire in Porter 
Range caused all school events to 
be canceled due to poor air quality. 
The fire started the night before the 
homecoming football game at 9:03 
p.m. As a result, Executive Director 
David Hussey called for a cancellation 
during the middle of zero period. 

As fireworks go off in the night sky 
seniors David Guerrero and Alexis 
Burnett are crowned homecoming king 
and queen. 

The Saddleridge fire in Porter 
Range caused all school events to 
be canceled due to poor air quality. 
The fire started the night before the 
homecoming football game at 9:03 
p.m. As a result, Executive Director 
David Hussey called for a cancellation 
during the middle of zero period. 

When the news was first released 
that school was being canceled, 

homecoming coordinator, sophomore 
Jessica Tobon was unsure what that 
meant for all the homecoming events 
planned. 

“We were all really confused,” Tobon 
said. “Then [student council adviser] 
Holly Kiamanesh sent us a remind that 
everything has been canceled and 
we had to reschedule the game and 
dance.”

As fireworks go off in the night sky 
seniors David Guerrero and Alexis 
Burnett are crowned homecoming king 
and queen. 

The Saddleridge fire in Porter 
Range caused all school events to 
be canceled due to poor air quality. 
The fire started the night before the 
homecoming football game at 9:03 p.m. 
As a result, Executive Director David 
Hussey called for a cancellation during. 

“We will just have to do everything 
we originally planned for that day,” 
Tobon said.
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#blackouttuesday I want everyone to understand 

that just posting a black screen doesn’t mean you 

are involved in social justice. It’s a commitment to 

stopping streaming and using social media for other 

purposes. Don’t post a black screen if you aren’t 

willing to also commit to that part of this day.
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#blackouttuesday I want 

everyone to understand 

that just posting a black 

screen doesn’t mean you 

are involved in social 

justice. It’s a commitment 

to stopping streaming 

and using social media 

for other purposes. Don’t 

post a black screen if 

you aren’t willing to also 

commit to that part of 

this day.

ONE OUT President Donald Trump’s 

youngest daughter, Tiffany Trump 

became the only member of the 

family to openly support the Black 

Lives Matter movement by posting 

on Blackout Tuesday. Her June 2 

Instagram post was since taken 

down. Source: Forbes

El Camino supports 

Black Lives Matter.”
- @ecrchs Instagram, June 8

STAND IN SOLIDARITY With their arms 

crossed, English teacher Stephanie Franklin 

and History teacher Melissa Harr pose next to 

Jared Esguerra, class of 2020, and Executive 

Director David Hussey. Following the recent 

2020 graduation, Hussey gave Esguerra 

permission to dye a raised fist into the back 

of his head. A recording of the painting went 

viral on TikTok with 1.4 million views and 320 

thousand likes. 

GO
Flooding social media platforms with infographics, photos and black 

squares, Black Lives Matter activists made June 2 a day to stand in 

solidarity, garnering attention from international news outlets

As fireworks go off in the night sky seniors 

David Guerrero and Alexis Burnett are crowned 

homecoming king and queen. 

The Saddleridge fire in Porter Range caused 

all school events to be canceled due to poor 

air quality. The fire started the night before the 

homecoming football game at 9:03 p.m. As a 

result, Executive Director David Hussey called 

for a cancellation during the middle of zero 

period. 
When the news was first released that school 

was being canceled, homecoming coordinator, 

sophomore Jessica Tobon was unsure what that 

meant for all the homecoming events planned. 

As fireworks go off in the night sky seniors 

David Guerrero and Alexis Burnett are 

crowned homecoming king and queen. 

The Saddleridge fire in Porter Range 

caused all school events to be canceled due 

to poor air quality. The fire started the night 

before the homecoming football game at 9:03 

p.m. As a result, Executive Director David 

Hussey called for a cancellation during the 

middle of zero period. 

When the news was first released that school 

was being canceled, homecoming coordinator, 

sophomore Jessica Tobon was unsure what that 

meant for all the homecoming events planned. 

“We were all really confused,” Tobon 

said. “Then [student council adviser] Holly 

Kiamanesh sent us a remind that everything has 

been canceled and we had to reschedule the 

game and dance.”

As fireworks go off in the night sky seniors 

David Guerrero and Alexis Burnett are crowned 

homecoming king and queen. 

The Saddleridge fire in Porter Range caused 

all school events to be canceled due to poor 

air quality. The fire started the night before the 

homecoming football game at 9:03 p.m. As a 

result, Executive Director David Hussey called 

for a cancellation during. 

When the news was first released that school 

was being canceled, homecoming coordinator, 

sophomore Jessica Tobon was unsure what that 

meant for all the homecoming events planned. 

When the news was first released that school 

was being canceled, home coming coord inator, 

sophomore Jessica Tobon was unsure what that 

meant for all the homecoming events planned. 

“We will just have to do everything we 

originally planned for that day,” Tobon said. 

“We will just have to do everything we 

originally planned for that day,” Tobon said. 

“That meant also calling the catering and 

replanning every part.”

story and layout by Rebecca Tam

illustration by Alanna Jimenez

“FLOYD WAS 

MURDERED. THERE 

IS NO QUESTION.”
- freshman Rachel Katz
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MATTHEWS - BETTIE JONES - QUINTONIO LEGRIER - KEITH CHILDRESS JR. - JANET WILSON - RANDY NELSON - ANTRONIE SCOTT - WENDELL CELESTINE - DAVID JOSEPH - CALIN ROQUEMORE - DYZHAWN PERKINS - CHRISTOPHER DAVIS - MARCO LOUD - JAMES BYRD JR. - PETER GAINES - TORREY ROBINSON - DARIUS ROBINSON - KEVIN 

HICKS - MARY TRUXILLO - DEMARCUS SEMER - AMADOU DIALLO - WILLIE TILLMAN - TERRILL THOMAS - DEMETRIUS DUBOSE - ALTON STERLING - PHILANDO CASTILE - TERENCE CRUTCHER - PAUL O?NEAL - ALTERIA WOODS - BOBBY RUSS - JORDAN EDWARDS - AARON BAILEY - RONELL FOSTER - STEPHON CLARK - COREY CARTER 

- ANTWON ROSE II - TAYLER ROCK - MALICE GREEN - RAMARLEY GRAHAM - ELIJAH MCCLAIN - AIYANA STANLEY JONES - BOTHAM JEAN - PAMELA TURNER - DOMINIQUE CLAYTON - SEAN BELL - ATATIANA JEFFERSON - JEMEL ROBERSON - JAMES LEE ALEXANDER - RYAN MATTHEW SMITH - DERRICK AMBROSE JR. - ADDIE MAE COLLINS 

- CAROL DENISE MCNAIR - CAROLE ROBERTSON - CYNTHIA WESLEY - NICHOLAS HEYWARD JR. - CHRISTOPHER WHITFIELD - WILLIE MCCOY - VICTOR WHITE III - MARCUS DEON SMITH - CHAVIS CARTER - MARTIN LEE ANDERSON - CHRISTOPHER MCCORVEY - BRADLEY BLACKSHIRE - TIMOTHY THOMAS - REGINALD DOUCET JR. - DANROY 

“DJ” HENRY JR. - KARVAS GAMBLE JR. - ERIC REASON - KORRYN GAINES - REKIA BOYD - KIONTE SPENCER - DARIUS TARVER - WAYNE ARNOLD JONES - MANUEL ELLIS - VICTOR DUFFY JR. - KOBE DIMOCK-HEISLER - CLINTON R. ALLEN - DONTRE HAMILTON - TIMOTHY CAUGHMAN - SYLVILLE SMITH - COREY JONES - TYRE KING - ERIC 

GARNER - MILES HALL - KENDRICK JOHNSON - CHARLEENA LYLES - MICHAEL LORENZO DEAN - TRAYVON MARTIN - RENISHA MCBRIDE - KIMONI DAVIS - KIWANE CARRINGTON - OSCAR GRANT III - BREONNA TAYLOR - KALIEF BROWDER - DARRIEN HUNT - TROY HODGE - WILLIAM GREEN - AHMAUD ARBERY - DION JOHNSON - TONY MCDADE 

- ANDREW KEARSE - JAMEL FLOYD - GEORGE FLOYD - RAYSHARD BROOKS - ITALIA MARIE KELLY - DAVID MCATEE - CHRIS BEATY EMMETT TILL - MEDGAR EVERS - GEORGE JUNIUS STINNEY JR. - DR MARTIN LUTHER KING JR - HENRY SMITH - JOHN CRAWFORD III - MICHAEL BROWN - EZELL FORD - DANTE PARKER - MICHELLE CUSSEAUX 

- MARY TURNER - LAQUAN MCDONALD - MALCOLM X - TANISHA ANDERSON - AKAI GURLEY - TAMIR RICE - RUMAIN BRISBON - JERAME REID - MATTHEW AJIBADE - JAMES N. POWELL JR. - FRANK SMART - ERNEST LACY - NATASHA MCKENNA - TONY ROBINSON - ANTHONY HILL - MYA HALL - PHILLIP WHITE - ERIC HARRIS - WALTER SCOTT 

- WILLIAM CHAPMAN II - ALEXIA CHRISTIAN - BRENDON GLENN - VICTOR MANUEL LAROSA - JONATHAN SANDERS - FREDDIE CARLOS GRAY JR. - JOSEPH MANN - SALVADO ELLSWOOD - SANDRA BLAND - ALBERT JOSEPH DAVIS - DARRIUS STEWART - BILLY RAY DAVIS - SAMUEL DUBOSE - MICHAEL SABBIE - BRIAN KEITH DAY - CHRISTIAN 

TAYLOR - TROY ROBINSON - ASSHAMS PHAROAH MANLEY - MICHAEL STEWART - FELIX KUMI - KEITH HARRISON MCLEOD - JUNIOR PROSPER - LAMONTEZ JONES - PATERSON BROWN - DOMINIC HUTCHINSON - ANTHONY ASHFORD - ALONZO SMITH - TYREE CRAWFORD - INDIA KAGER - LA?VANTE BIGGS - MICHAEL LEE MARSHALL - JA-

MAR CLARK - RICHARD PERKINS - PHILLIP PANNELL - NATHANIEL HARRIS PICKETT - BENNI LEE TIGNOR - MIGUEL ESPINAL - MICHAEL NOEL - KEVIN MATTHEWS - BETTIE JONES - QUINTONIO LEGRIER - KEITH CHILDRESS JR. - JANET WILSON - RANDY NELSON - ANTRONIE SCOTT - WENDELL CELESTINE - DAVID JOSEPH - CALIN ROQUEMORE 

- DYZHAWN PERKINS - CHRISTOPHER DAVIS - MARCO LOUD - JAMES BYRD JR. - PETER GAINES - TORREY ROBINSON - DARIUS ROBINSON - KEVIN HICKS - MARY TRUXILLO - DEMARCUS SEMER - AMADOU DIALLO - WILLIE TILLMAN - TERRILL THOMAS - DEMETRIUS DUBOSE - ALTON STERLING - PHILANDO CASTILE - TERENCE CRUTCHER 

- PAUL O?NEAL - ALTERIA WOODS - BOBBY RUSS - JORDAN EDWARDS - AARON BAILEY - RONELL FOSTER - STEPHON CLARK - COREY CARTER - ANTWON ROSE II - TAYLER ROCK - MALICE GREEN - RAMARLEY GRAHAM - ELIJAH MCCLAIN - AIYANA STANLEY JONES - BOTHAM JEAN - PAMELA TURNER - DOMINIQUE CLAYTON - SEAN BELL 

- ATATIANA JEFFERSON - JEMEL ROBERSON - JAMES LEE ALEXANDER - RYAN MATTHEW SMITH - DERRICK AMBROSE JR. - ADDIE MAE COLLINS - CAROL DENISE MCNAIR - CAROLE ROBERTSON - CYNTHIA WESLEY - NICHOLAS HEYWARD JR. - CHRISTOPHER WHITFIELD - WILLIE MCCOY - VICTOR WHITE III - MARCUS DEON SMITH - CHAVIS 

CARTER - MARTIN LEE ANDERSON - CHRISTOPHER MCCORVEY - BRADLEY BLACKSHIRE - TIMOTHY THOMAS - REGINALD DOUCET JR. - DANROY “DJ” HENRY JR. - KARVAS GAMBLE JR. - ERIC REASON - KORRYN GAINES - REKIA BOYD - KIONTE SPENCER - DARIUS TARVER - WAYNE ARNOLD JONES - MANUEL ELLIS - VICTOR DUFFY JR. - KOBE 

DIMOCK-HEISLER - CLINTON R. ALLEN - DONTRE HAMILTON - TIMOTHY CAUGHMAN - SYLVILLE SMITH - COREY JONES - TYRE KING - ERIC GARNER - MILES HALL - KENDRICK JOHNSON - CHARLEENA LYLES - MICHAEL LORENZO DEAN - TRAYVON MARTIN - RENISHA MCBRIDE - KIMONI DAVIS - KIWANE CARRINGTON - OSCAR GRANT III 

- BREONNA TAYLOR - KALIEF BROWDER - DARRIEN HUNT - TROY HODGE - WILLIAM GREEN - AHMAUD ARBERY - DION JOHNSON - TONY MCDADE - ANDREW KEARSE - JAMEL FLOYD - GEORGE FLOYD - RAYSHARD BROOKS - ITALIA MARIE KELLY - DAVID MCATEE - CHRIS BEATY EMMETT TILL - MEDGAR EVERS - GEORGE JUNIUS STINNEY JR. 

- DR MARTIN LUTHER KING JR - HENRY SMITH - JOHN CRAWFORD III - MICHAEL BROWN - EZELL FORD - DANTE PARKER - MICHELLE CUSSEAUX - MARY TURNER - LAQUAN MCDONALD - MALCOLM X - TANISHA ANDERSON - AKAI GURLEY - TAMIR RICE - RUMAIN BRISBON - JERAME REID - MATTHEW AJIBADE - JAMES N. POWELL JR. - FRANK

SAYtheir
THE RISE OF POLICE BRUTALITY 

LED PROTESTORS TO BRING BACK 
THE MEMORIES OF THE VICTIMS 

AND TO FORMENT CHANGE

NAMES

football game at 9:03 p.m. As a 
result, Executive Director David 
Hussey called for a cancellation 
during the middle of zero period. 

“SAY HIS NAME!”
“AHMAUD ARBORY”
When the news was first 

released that school was 
being canceled, homecoming 
coordinator, sophomore Jessica 
Tobon was unsure what that 
meant for all the homecoming 
events planned. 

“We were all really confused,” 
Tobon said. “Then [student 
council adviser] Holly Kiamanesh 
sent us a remind that everything 
has been canceled and we had to 
reschedule the game and dance.”

As fireworks go off in the 
night sky seniors David Guerrero 
and Alexis Burnett are crowned 
homecoming king and queen. 
As fireworks go off in the night 
sky seniors David Guerrero and 
Alexis Burnett are crowned 

“SAY HIS NAME!”
“ELIJAH MCCLAIN”
When the news was first 

released that school was being 
canceled, home coming coord 
inator, sophomore. 

“We will just have to do 
everything we originally planned 
for that day,” Tobon said.

“We will just have to do 
everything we originally planned 
for that day,” Tobon said.

“We will just have to do 
everything we originally planned 
for that day,” Tobon said. “That 
meant also caa remind that 
everything has been cancellling 
the catering every part.”

“We will just have to do 
everything we originally planned 
for that day,” Tobon said. “That 
and replanning every part.”

“We will just have to do 
everything we originally planned 
for that day,” Tobon said.
story and layout by David Dablo

As fireworks go off 
in the night sky seniors 
David Guerrero and 
Alexis Burnett are 
crowned homecoming 
king and queen. 

The Saddleridge fire in Porter Range 
caused all school events to be canceled 
due to poor air quality. The fire started 
the night before the homecoming 
football game at 9:03 p.m. 

“SAY HIS NAME!”
“GEORGE FLOYD”
When the news was first released 

that school was being canceled, 
homecoming coordinator, sophomore 

Jessica Tobon was unsure what that 
meant for all the homecoming events 
planned. 

“We were all really confused,” Tobon 
said. “Then [student council adviser] 
Holly Kiamanesh sent us a remind that 
everything has been canceled and 
we had to reschedule the game and 
dance.”

As fireworks go off in the night sky 
seniors David Guerrero and Alexis 
Burnett are crowned homecoming king 
and queen. 

The Saddleridge fire in Porter Range 
caused all school events to be canceled 
due to poor air quality. The fire started 
the night before the homecoming 

football game at 9:03 p.m. As a result, 
Executive Director David Hussey called 
for a cancellation during the middle of 
zero period. 

When the news was first released 
that school was being canceled, 
homecoming coordinator, sophomore 
Jessica Tobon was unsure what that 
meant for all the homecoming events 
planned. 

“SAY HER NAME!”
“BREONNA TAYLOR”
When the news was first released 

that school was being canceled, home 
coming coord inator, sophomore 
Jessica Tobon was unsure what that 

meant for all the homecoming events 
planned. 

“We were all really confused,” Tobon 
said. “Then [student council adviser] 
Holly nceled and we had to resched.”

“We will just have to do everything 
we originally planned for that day,” 
Tobon said. “That meant also calling 
the catering and replanning every part.”

As fireworks go off in the night sky 
seniors David Guerrero and Alexis 
Burnett are crowned homecoming king 
and queen. 

The Saddleridge fire in Porter Range 
caused all school events to be canceled 
due to poor air quality. The fire started 
the night before the homecoming 

ALL THEIR NAMES The student section, The 
House introduced. Illustration by Alanna Jimenez
SPREAD THE HELP Senior Tyreese Conner 
attempts a touchdown this. Photo by David Dablo
MARCH WITH BLM Dragged by a Taft defender in 
the endzone during the. Photo by David Dablo

June026 Black Lives Matter: Say Their Names 027

Three spread package 

Concept and layout by David Dablo 
Illustrations by Alana Jiminez 

El Camino Real Charter High School 
Woodland Hills, California 
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Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

Aledo 
High School 
Aledo, Texas 

The Time Is Now 
Aledo hosts historic  
racial equality march. 

ACTIVISM

2021
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Henry M. Jackson 
High School 
Mill Creek, Washington 

Welcome to  
THE CHOP 
(Capital Hill Occupied 
Protest) 

ACTIVISM

2021
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Lewis and Clark 
High School 
Spokane, Washington 

Fighting for 
Change 

ACTIVISM
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Pompano Beach 
High School 
Pompano Beach, Florida 

2020 Vision 
Students push for social, 
political change. 

2021
12 13

2020 Vision
Students push for  
social, political change

The divided mood in the 

country leading up to the 

2020 election motivated 

many students to become 

more interested in politics. 

Two seniors, Bianca Santi and 

Kiyah Hall, made sure of it.

Santi and Hall both first 
found their passion for activ-

ism in middle school during 

the 2016 election season.

“I realized that staying in-

formed back then would help 

form my opinions for future 

elections,” Santi said.

The mass shooting at 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas 

High School in 2018 pushed 

Hall even further into getting 

involved. 

“Seeing something so 

tragic happen in my commu-

nity pushed me to want to do 

more,” Hall said. 

Hall attended a protest in 

Coconut Creek to express 

her opinions and her political 

views.  She, with some of her 

family members, marched up 

and down the streets calling 

for social justice.  

“I think signing and shar-

Huang joins Miami protest

Senior Alex Huang showed his support for the Miami community over 

the summer by attending a protest for equal justice for Black people when 

victimized by police brutality.

“Not many people were wearing masks, so I tried to stay with other 

groups who had theirs on,” Huang said.

Huang also said it got very hectic and crowded, and has was warned to 

be aware of his surroundings. He did not realize that looting was taking 

place and left when he realized both the crowd and police started to tense 

up. 

In spite of the potential danger and negative attitudes some have toward 

protesting, “it is the most effective way to spread a message,” Huang said. 

“It is important to grow audience for issues by getting attention from the 

media, which is why peaceful protesting has become a trademark in the 

United States and all around the world.”

ing petitions, donating to 

honorable causes, staying 

educated, and reaching out 

to politicians on all levels of 

government are the best ways 

to communicate your views 

during the pandemic,” Hall 

said.

Santi took precautions 

during quarantine by staying 

home, but she said she was a 

full-fledged supporter of those 
who went out to protest.  She 

sought to combat racism and 

climate change through social 

media.  Her favorite way is to 

share posts through her story, 

keeping her peers informed 

with the facts and unbiased 

sources. This way, her feed is 

always fresh with new content

“People should be involved 

to spread the message,” 

Santi said. “I want to be one 

of the ones who brought forth 

change, not one of the ones 

who watched it come about.  

Everyone has a platform, so 

why not use it to do good and 

promote positivity?”

Story by Samuel Nyemetz •  
Design by Christley Pierre

NO JUSTICE, NO PEACE  Fabiana Ungaro (12) 

and Naja Taylor (12) raise their signs at a Black 

Lives Matter protest organized by the Broward 

Democratic Socialists of America in May 2020. 

They joined dozens of protestors holding signs with 

phrases such as “Say their names” and “I can’t 

breathe,” standing and chanting outside Fort Lau-

derdale Police Department headquarters. “I took 

the bus to get to the protest from Coconut Creek, 

and I remember the driver asking me about my 

sign,” Ungaro said. “I told him that I was participat-

ing in the protest, and he said that it meant a lot to 

see young people voicing their opinions, and that 

was powerful for me.”  PHOTO BY NAJA TAYLOR

SAY THEIR NAMES  At a protest on the 

corner of Sample Road and Univer-

sity Drive in Coral Springs, a protester 

displays a sign with the names of many 

Black people killed by police over the 

years. Tanielle Jones (12) took this 

picture while protesting with her friend 

Amniche Guerin (12). “When we saw 

the sign, we were both really shocked,” 

Guerin said. “Even though we know 

that many people die each year from 

police brutality, especially Black people, 

you never really realize how many have 

actually died until you see their names 

printed out like they were on the the 

sign.”  PHOTO BY TANIELLE JONES

NEWFOUND FRIENDS  A family that protested with 

Alex Huang (12) shows its signs. The four of them 

got some food after they finished protesting. “It was 
awesome to see how accepting and open-hearted 

this family was to let me tag along with them,” 

Huang said.  PHOTO BY ALEX HUANG

ACTIVISM
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Freedom 
High School 
Tampa, Florida 

Many Voices. 
One Nation. 
Significant deaths spark 
movement across the U.S. 
leading students  to 
participate in protests. 

2021
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Heritage High School 
Rogers, Arkansas 

BLM 
Black Lives Matter protests 
mark 2020. 

2021

ACTIVISM
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Northwestern 
High School 
Rock Hill, South Carolina 

We’re Scared Too 
Students fight in the  
National spotlight for 
change. 

2021

ACTIVISM
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Sun Valley 
High School 
Monroe, North Carolina 

Taking It to the 
Streets 

2021

ACTIVISM
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Terra Linda 
High School 
San Rafael, California 

Black Lives Matter 

2021
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LASA High School 
Austin, Texas 

Black Lives 
Matter 
Using our voice for 
change. 

2021

ACTIVISM
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University of Texas 
Austin, Texas 

“I Can’t Breathe” 
Students rally behind Black 
Lives Matter movement. 

2021

ACTIVISM

The summer of 2020 will be infamous for many 
things: the fear of murder hornets, the chaotic political 
environment worldwide, and the COVID-19 outbreak. 
However, one headlining event overcame all in being 

the most tumultuous - the Black Lives Matter movement. 
On May 25, 2020, 46-year-old George Floyd was arrested 

and killed after a police officer knelt on his neck for nearly 
nine minutes. Almost instantly, a bystander’s video of 
the encounter went viral across social media platforms, 
causing an initial uproar from the public that would grow to 
become one of the largest shows of activism since the 2017 
Women’s March. In Austin, students masked up and joined 
the movement, walking alongside each other with signs of 
support and chanting phrases such as, “Hands up, don’t 
shoot” and “I can’t breathe,” which were the last words Floyd 
uttered before his passing. 
As the demand for social justice grew louder and the 

number of protestors increased, so too did the defensive 
tactics of police forces. What initially began as a peaceful 
protest on the evening of May 31, 2020, eventually became 
dangerous for those in attendance. 
“I went to a protest in front of the State Capital that 

eventually merged with marchers that were heading to 
the Austin Police Department,” said third-year marketing 
and psychology major Jane Lee, “The protest started very 
peacefully. We marched all the way there and people 
eventually got onto I-35, which led to APD shooting rubber 
bullets.” 
Despite this, the protests pushed on and the message 

behind the movement was widespread in its influence. 
Throughout the summer, the university administration 
dedicated itself to opening up a conversation about racial 
equity and dedicating space for students to leave any 
questions or comments they had. Many students chose 
to ask for changes to what were racist elements of the 
university’s identity. Others chose to make a more personal 
choice. 
“Because of the Black Lives Matter movement, this 

semester I decided to take an Intro to Black Studies course 
so that I could start to learn the root of the issues that face 
the Black community in America today,” said first-year 
journalism student Ivy Fowler, “It’s actually my favorite class 
and it has really helped me understand the why and how of 
racism, race, and culture.” 
Although classes like these weren’t in the cards for 

everyone, lots of students were able to stay connected to 
the movement through platforms like Instagram and Twitter. 
Accounts dedicated to educating their followers about the 
history of black lives in America rose to fame, and soon 
social media phenomenons took over. 
“I usually like to go to Twitter and Instagram if I want to get 

first hand stories and experiences from members of the 
Black community. I find that Instagram infographics or Twitter 
threads are helpful in informing myself and others and can 
reach a bigger audience,” said first-year journalism student 
Elisabeth Jimenez, “I have made a commitment to follow 
as many Black content creators and antiracism accounts to 
understand how to better support the Black community.”
Oftentimes, people hear the word protest and visualize 

a mass amount of people with posters and chants walking 
along the streets. Many longhorns this past summer took the 
word to an entirely new level - they showed that protesting 
injustices can come in various forms, whether that be in its 
traditional sense, through education, or online.

STUDENTS RALLY BEHIND THE BLACK LIVES 
MATTER MOVEMENT

BREATHE”
i can’t“

Protestors gather through 
Austin following the 
murder of George Floyd. 
All photos by Jack Myer.
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Robinson 
High School 
Tampa, Florida 

A Strive Towards 
Equality 
African American students 
discuss what they desire to 
come from these protests 
and elaborate on what is 
needed to eliminate 
systemic racism.

2021
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ATHENS DRIVE 
high school

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics
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ELECTION
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Timber Creek 
High School 
Ft. Worth, Texas 

Indivisible 
As Americans face 
a polarizing election 
year, many students 
exercise their right 
to vote for the first 
time. 

2021

ELECTION



Southside 
High School 
San Antonio, Texas 

The Divided United 
States 
The polarizing 2020 
election. 
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Platte County 
High School 
Platte City, Missouri 

We the People 
General election inspires 
students to be informed. 

2021
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Galileo 
High School 
Danville, Virginia 

Election 

ELECTION
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River Ridge 
High School 
New Port Ritchey, Florida 

The Never  
Ending  
Story 

ELECTION
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Hagerty 
High School 
Oviedo, Florida 

Party Rockers 
Students put  
themselves on the  
political spectrum.

ELECTION
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Southern Alamance 
High School 
Graham, North Carolina 

Voting Voices 
Patriots make their voices 
heard by voting. 

39
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Fairview 
High School 
Boulder, Colorado 

The Unusual 
Election 
Students participated in a 
highly-anticipated 
election. 

22
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ELCO 
High School 
Myerstown, Pennsylvania 

A Divided Nation 
2020 Presidential 
election results in a 
polarizing outcome as 
tensions rise between 
the Democrat and 
Republican parties. 

3
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Athens Drive  
High School 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

Your Voice 
Counts 

spread 1 
COU  
    NTS

YOUR VOICE

RED, WHITE, & BLUE: Senior Leila Elmore and Juniors Zoe Som and 
Trevor McDonald pose with patriotic colors in honor of the 2020 
election. All three were members of the My School Votes Organiza-
tion found at Athens and across the country. Senior Leila Elmore and 
Juniors Zoe Som and Trevor McDonald pose with patriotic colors in 
honor of the 2020 election. All three were members of the My School 
Votes Organization found at Athens and across the country. This 
Caption is not real yet.

COU  
    NTS

BY PEYTON JOYNER & ZOE POLITIS

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
56

election spread.indd   56-57election spread.indd   56-57 12/9/20   2:04 PM12/9/20   2:04 PM
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Athens Drive  
High School 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

Bringing  
Change to  
the Future 

spread 2

3
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Athens Drive  
High School 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

For the  
Advancement 
of Everyone 

Fighting Against 
Stereotypes 

spread 3
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Stoney Creek 
High School 
Rochester Hills, Michigan 

Election 2020 
Coverage

3
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Thomas A. Edison 
Career and  
Technical 
High School 
Jamaica, New York 

Election Day 
2020 

45
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South Calloway 
High School 
Mokane, Missouri 

Bulldogs Get 
Political 
Students weigh in on 2020 
presidential election. 

ELECTION
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Pine View School 
Osprey, Florida 

We’re Making 
Political 
Influences 
Students choose to be 
active in their community 
during the 2020 election. 

ELECTION

2021
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Aledo 
High School 
Aledo, Texas 

Opposing 
Opinions 
High school Democrats of 
America and Young 
Republicans leaders 
express opinions of 
friendship. 

ELECTION

D
em

oc
ra

ts 
an

d 
Re

pu
bl

ica
ns

 m
igh

t a
pp

ea
r 

to
 b

e 
un

lik
ely

 fr
ien

ds
 g

ive
n 

th
eir

 p
ol

iti
ca

l 
di
ffe

re
nc

es
. H

ow
ev

er,
 se

ni
or

 h
ea

d 
of

 H
igh

 
Sc

ho
ol

 D
em

oc
ra

ts 
of

 A
m

er
ica

, o
r H

SD
A,

 O
liv

ia 
Ca

gg
ian

o 
an

d 
se

ni
or

 h
ea

d 
of

 Y
ou

ng
 R

ep
ub

lic
an

s 
Ca

rs
on

 F
ro

nk
 p

ro
ve

 to
 b

e 
gr

ea
t f

rie
nd

s.
   

  F
ro

nk
 ca

m
e 

in
to

 th
e 

po
sit

io
n 

w
ith

 se
ni

or
 

Ca
ro

lin
e 

Er
b 

at 
th

e 
en

d 
of

 la
st 

sc
ho

ol
 y

ea
r a

fte
r 

so
m

e 
se

ni
or

s w
er

e 
ab

ou
t t

o 
gr

ad
ua

te.
 C

ag
gia

no
 

sh
ar

ed
 a

 si
m

ila
r e

xp
er

ien
ce

 a
fte

r b
ein

g 
th

e 
on

ly 
on

e 
lef

t i
n 

th
e 

gr
ou

p 
w

ho
 d

id
n’t

 g
ra

du
ate

, 
m

ak
in

g 
he

r t
he

 h
ea

d 
of

 H
SD

A.
   

  Y
ou

ng
 R

ep
ub

lic
an

s m
ee

t e
ve

ry
 T

hu
rs

da
y 

du
rin

g 
fle

x 
in

 E
ng

lis
h 

tea
ch

er
 Ja

m
ie 

Ri
ne

ha
rt’

s 
ro

om
.

   
  “

I fi
rst

 w
en

t s
op

ho
m

or
e 

ye
ar,

 so
 I 

gu
es

s 
[I’

ve
 b

ee
n 

in
 Y

ou
ng

 R
ep

ub
lic

an
s]

 th
re

e 
ye

ar
s,”

 
Fr

on
k 

sa
id

. “
W

e 
co

nd
uc

t t
he

 m
ee

tin
gs

 a
nd

 
br

in
g 

up
 to

pi
cs

. W
e 

tal
ke

d 
to

 Z
an

 P
rin

ce
 w

ho
’s 

a 
pa

rt 
of

 th
e 

Bu
sh

 L
eg

ac
y 

Re
pu

bl
ica

n 
W

om
en

 
of

 W
ea

th
er

fo
rd

 P
ar

ke
r C

ou
nt

y, 
an

d 
w

e 
ho

ld
 

ca
nd

id
ate

 fo
ru

m
s a

nd
 ta

lk 
ab

ou
t c

ur
re

nt
 is

su
es

.”
   

  H
SD

A 
m

ee
ts 

ev
er

y 
Tu

es
da

y 
du

rin
g 

fle
x 

in
 

de
ba

te 
tea

ch
er

 T
yle

r W
yn

ne
’s 

ro
om

. C
om

pa
re

d 
to

 la
st 

ye
ar

’s 
fo

ur
, t

he
re

 a
re

 n
ow

 3
8 

m
em

be
rs

. 
   

  “
W

ha
t w

e 
do

 is
 u

su
all

y 
di
ffe

re
nt

 e
ac

h 
w

ee
k, 

an
d 

th
is 

wa
s a

 b
ig 

ye
ar

 w
ith

 th
e 

ele
cti

on
,” 

Ca
gg

ian
o 

sa
id

. “
Ou

r m
ain

 fo
cu

s a
s a

 cl
ub

 is
 to

 
pu

sh
 o

ut
 fa

ctu
al 

in
fo

rm
ati

on
 a

nd
 a

llo
w

 p
eo

pl
e 

to
 

m
ak

e 
th

eir
 o

w
n 

de
cis

io
ns

. W
e 

pu
sh

 o
ut

 u
nb

ias
ed

 
in

fo
rm

ati
on

 fr
om

 b
ot

h 
sid

es
 lo

ok
in

g 
ov

er
 th

e 
pr

os
 a

nd
 co

ns
 o

f e
ac

h 
sid

e 
an

d 
ho

w
 th

ey
 a
ffe

ct 
ea

ch
 o

th
er

 a
nd

 th
e 

cit
ize

ns
.”

   
  W

hi
le 

th
e 

tw
o 

clu
bs

 h
av

e 
ne

ve
r i

nt
er

m
in

gle
d, 

th
e 

id
ea

 d
id

n’t
 g

o 
w

ith
ou

t c
on

sid
er

ati
on

.
   

  “
W

e 
ha

ve
n’t

 g
ot

ten
 to

ge
th

er
 to

 d
o 

an
yt

hi
ng

 
ju

st 
be

ca
us

e 
of

 C
OV

ID
 a

nd
 ev

er
yt

hi
ng

,” 
Ca

gg
ian

o 
sa

id
. “

A 
co

up
le 

ye
ar

s a
go

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

20
16

 e
lec

tio
n 

th
ey

 tr
ied

 to
 d

o 
a 

de
ba

te,
 

w
hi

ch
 w

as
 a

 h
or

rib
le 

id
ea

, a
nd

 b
ot

h 
clu

bs
 g

ot
 

sh
ut

 d
ow

n.
 T

yp
ica

lly
 w

ha
t w

e 
w

ou
ld

 d
o 

is 
w

e 
w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
a 

wa
tch

 p
ar

ty
 a

nd
 w

atc
h 

th
e 

de
ba

tes
 

to
ge

th
er

 b
ut

 b
ec

au
se

 o
f C

OV
ID

 w
e 

w
er

en
’t 

ab
le 

to
 d

o 
th

at 
to

ge
th

er.
”

   
  E

ve
n 

th
ou

gh
 b

ot
h 

clu
bs

 h
av

e 
th

ou
gh

t a
bo

ut
 

m
ee

tin
g 

to
ge

th
er,

 F
ro

nk
 a

nd
 C

ag
gia

no
 h

av
e 

ye
t 

to
 d

isc
us

s t
he

ir 
po

lit
ica

l o
pi

ni
on

s.
   

  “
Ob

vio
us

ly,
 w

e 
bo

th
 h

av
e 

a 
lo

t o
f r

es
pe

ct 
fo

r 
ea

ch
 o

th
er

’s 
op

in
io

ns
 a

nd
 I 

th
in

k 
it’s

 im
po

rta
nt

 
th

at 
pe

op
le 

ar
e 

ab
le 

to
 h

av
e 

an
 o

pe
n 

di
alo

gu
e 

w
ith

 e
ac

h 
ot

he
r b

ec
au

se
 e

sp
ec

ial
ly 

th
is 

ye
ar

 
th

er
e 

ha
s b

ee
n 

bo
th

 si
de

s y
ell

in
g 

at 
ea

ch
 o

th
er

 
an

d 
no

t l
ist

en
in

g,”
 C

ag
gia

no
 sa

id
. “

Th
er

e’s
 

ob
vio

us
ly 

no
t c

om
m

on
 g

ro
un

d 
on

 so
m

e 
th

in
gs

, 
bu

t t
he

re
 is

 m
or

e 
co

m
m

on
 g

ro
un

d 
th

an
 I 

th
in

k 
pe

op
le 

th
in

k.”
 

 
St

or
y 

by
 F

ai
th

 E
m

m
itt

e

}POLITICS
Spread by Faith Emmitte057

Th
e 

20
04

 e
lec

tio
n 

do
cu

m
en

ted
 in

 
th

e 
20

05
 L

ed
oi

an
 

re
co

rd
s h

ow
 th

e 
ele

cti
on

 w
as

 “
clo

se
 

an
d 

co
nt

ro
ve

rs
ia

l” 
an

d 
“m

an
y 

Am
er

ic
an

s w
en

t 
to

 sl
ee

p 
wi

th
ou

t 
kn

ow
in

g 
wh

o 
th

ei
r 

ne
xt

 P
re

sid
en

t 
wo

ul
d 

be
,”  

ju
st 

lik
e 

20
20

 e
lec

tio
n.

 

Ba
ck T
im

ein

“I
 th

in
k 

th
e 

m
os

t e
xc

iti
ng

 
pa

rt 
of

 it
 a

ll 
w

as
 b

ein
g 

ab
le 

to
 fi

na
lly

 v
oi

ce
 m

y 
ow

n 
op

in
io

ns
 a

nd
 h

op
ef

ul
ly 

m
ak

e 
a 

m
uc

h-
ne

ed
ed

 ch
an

ge
 in

 o
ur

 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t.”

“I
t w

as
 v

er
y 

in
ter

es
tin

g 
to

 
be

 a
pa

rt 
of

, e
sp

ec
ial

ly 
be

in
g 

in
 th

is 
ele

cti
on

! I
 w

as
 su

pe
r 

ex
cit

ed
 to

 v
ot

e 
an

d 
ev

er
yo

ne
 

w
or

kin
g 

th
e 

po
lls

 w
ou

ld
 a

sk
 if

 
it 

w
as

 m
y 

fir
st 

tim
e 

vo
tin

g, 
so

 
I g

ue
ss

 it
 w

as
 o

bv
io

us
.”

“I
 w

as
 su

pe
r e

xc
ite

d 
to

 v
ot

e 
bu

t w
he

n 
I g

ot
 th

er
e 

I w
as

 
ne

rv
ou

s. 
Th

e 
pe

op
le 

in
sid

e 
w

er
e 

su
pe

r n
ice

 a
nd

 sh
ow

ed
 

m
e 

w
ha

t t
o 

do
 a

nd
 th

en
 I 

go
t 

th
e 

sti
ck

er,
 a

nd
 it

 w
as

 a
 re

all
y 

co
ol

 e
xp

er
ien

ce
.”

“I
t w

as
 k

in
d 

of
 n

er
ve

-ra
ck

in
g 

at 
fir

st 
be

ca
us

e 
m

y 
sis

ter
 a

nd
 I 

w
er

e 
th

e 
yo

un
ge

st 
gi

rls
 th

er
e. 

On
ce

 I 
sa

w
 h

ow
 it

 w
or

ke
d 

it 
w

as
 a

 b
re

ez
e 

an
d 

de
fin

ite
ly 

hu
m

bl
in

g, 
se

ein
g 

all
 th

e 
pe

op
le 

th
er

e 
re

ad
y 

to
 v

ot
e.”

Au
br

ey
 M

ill
er

, 1
2

M
ad

di
e 

Fa
rm

er
, 1

2
Cl

ai
re

 B
ec

k,
 1

2
Em

ili
a 

W
itt

, 1
2

O
pi
ni
on

s
{

H
ig

h 
Sc

ho
ol

 D
em

oc
ra

ts
 o

f A
m

er
ic

a 
&

 Y
ou

ng
 R

ep
ub

lic
an

 le
ad

er
s e

xp
re

ss
 o

pi
ni

on
s &

 fr
ie

nd
sh

ip

O
pp

os
in

g

FALL{ Student Life056

W
ho

 d
o 

yo
u 

w
an

t 
to

 w
in

?

G
id

de
ns

: I
 th

in
k 

of
 so

m
eo

ne
 

w
ho

 h
as

 re
sp

ec
t f

or
 e

ve
ry

on
e 

ar
ou

nd
 th

em
, k

no
w

s h
ow

 to
 

ha
nd

le 
sit

ua
tio

ns
, s

tay
s c

alm
, i

s 
tru

stw
or

th
y 

an
d 

pu
ts 

th
e 

pe
op

le 
be

fo
re

 th
em

se
lf. 

Jo
e 

Bi
de

n 
ha

s a
ll 

th
es

e. 
H

e 
ac

ce
pt

s a
nd

 a
pp

re
cia

tes
 

all
 v

iew
s, 

ra
ce

s, 
ge

nd
er

s, 
etc

. a
nd

 
w

ill
 a

lw
ay

s p
ut

 th
e 

pe
op

le 
be

fo
re

 
hi

m
se

lf 
an

d 
hi

s i
m

ag
e.  

W
ha

t 
ar

e 
th

e 
qu

al
iti

es
 

yo
u 

se
e 

in
 a

 g
oo

d 
le

ad
er

?

W
ha

t 
do

 yo
u 

th
in

k 
is 

th
e 

m
os

t 
im

po
rta

nt
 

iss
ue

?

H
ow

 is
 

Tr
um

p 
th

e 
m

or
e 

or
 le

ss
 

at
tra

ct
ive

 
ca

nd
id

at
e?

W
ha

t 
or

ig
in

al
ly

 
m

ad
e 

yo
u 

w
an

t t
o 

su
pp

or
t 

yo
ur

 
af

fil
ia

te
d 

pa
rty

?

D
ea

th
er

ag
e:

 I 
w

as
 a

ttr
ac

ted
 

by
 th

eir
 fi

rm
 st

an
ce

s o
n 

so
cia

l 
iss

ue
s a

bo
ut

 w
hi

ch
 I 

ha
ve

 st
ro

ng
 

fee
lin

gs
, s

uc
h 

as
 a

bo
rti

on
, t

he
 

Se
co

nd
 A

m
en

dm
en

t, 
im

m
ig

ra
tio

n,
 

an
d 

on
 e

co
no

m
ic 

iss
ue

s t
ha

t w
ill

 
se

cu
re

 m
y 

ba
sic

 w
elf

ar
e 

in
 th

e 
fu

tu
re

, s
uc

h 
as

 ta
xe

s a
nd

 tr
ad

e. 
M

y 
po

lit
ics

 h
av

e 
no

t b
ee

n 
pe

rs
ua

de
d 

in
 a

ny
 w

ay
 b

y 
m

y 
pa

re
nt

s- 
th

ey
 

bo
th

 v
ot

ed
 fo

r B
id

en
.

G
id

de
ns

: I
 th

in
k 

Co
vid

-1
9 

is 
th

e 
m

os
t i

m
po

rta
nt

 is
su

e. 
Th

e 
bi

gg
es

t 
th

in
g 

th
at 

I b
eli

ev
e 

vo
ter

s s
ho

ul
d 

be
 lo

ok
in

g 
fo

r i
s t

he
 c

an
di

da
tes

’ 
pl

an
 to

 c
on

tro
l C

ov
id

-1
9 

an
d 

an
y 

ot
he

r f
ut

ur
e 

vir
us

es
 th

e 
U.

S.
 c

ou
ld

 
ad

ap
t.

D
ea

th
er

ag
e:

 I 
do

n’t
 th

in
k 

pe
rs

on
ali

ty
 is

 w
ha

t s
ho

ul
d 

de
ter

m
in

e 
ho

w
 w

e 
vo

te.
 T

hi
s i

sn
’t 

a 
po

pu
lar

ity
 c

on
tes

t. 
At

 th
e 

en
d 

of
 

th
e 

da
y, 

Tr
um

p’s
 in

ter
es

ts 
re

pr
es

en
t 

th
os

e 
of

 th
e 

w
or

kin
g-

cla
ss

, a
nd

 fo
r 

th
at 

re
as

on
 a

pp
ea

ls 
to

 m
e 

m
or

e 
th

an
 B

id
en

.

} }} }

Ill
us

tra
tio

ns
 b

y 
As

hl
yn

 V
oz

eh

W
ho

 d
o 

yo
u 

th
in

k 
w

ill
 w

in
?

*O
ut

 o
f 1

70
 v

ot
es

 o
n 

@
AH

SS
tu

de
nt

M
ed

ia
 In

sta
gr

am
 

Po
ll 

No
v. 

3-
4.

First-Time Voters

St
ud

en
ts

 S
ou

nd
 O

ff

Ge
or

gi
a 

G
id

de
ns

, 1
2 

Ja
co

b 
D

ea
th

er
ag

e, 
11

056-057_1-01541_000.indd   All Pages056-057_1-01541_000.indd   All Pages 1/21/21   11:58 AM1/21/21   11:58 AM

Democrats and Republicans might appear 
to be unlikely friends given their political 

differences. However, senior head of High 
School Democrats of America, or HSDA, Olivia 
Caggiano and senior head of Young Republicans 
Carson Fronk prove to be great friends.
     Fronk came into the position with senior 
Caroline Erb at the end of last school year after 
some seniors were about to graduate. Caggiano 
shared a similar experience after being the 
only one left in the group who didn’t graduate, 
making her the head of HSDA.
     Young Republicans meet every Thursday 
during flex in English teacher Jamie Rinehart’s 
room.
     “I first went sophomore year, so I guess 
[I’ve been in Young Republicans] three years,” 
Fronk said. “We conduct the meetings and 
bring up topics. We talked to Zan Prince who’s 

a part of the Bush Legacy Republican Women 
of Weatherford Parker County, and we hold 
candidate forums and talk about current issues.”
     HSDA meets every Tuesday during flex in 
debate teacher Tyler Wynne’s room. Compared 
to last year’s four, there are now 38 members. 
     “What we do is usually different each week, 
and this was a big year with the election,” 
Caggiano said. “Our main focus as a club is to 
push out factual information and allow people to 
make their own decisions. We push out unbiased 
information from both sides looking over the 
pros and cons of each side and how they affect 
each other and the citizens.”
     While the two clubs have never intermingled, 
the idea didn’t go without consideration.
     “We haven’t gotten together to do anything 
just because of COVID and everything,” 
Caggiano said. “A couple years ago during 

the 2016 election they tried to do a debate, 
which was a horrible idea, and both clubs got 
shut down. Typically what we would do is we 
would have a watch party and watch the debates 
together but because of COVID we weren’t able 
to do that together.”
     Even though both clubs have thought about 
meeting together, Fronk and Caggiano have yet 
to discuss their political opinions.
     “Obviously, we both have a lot of respect for 
each other’s opinions and I think it’s important 
that people are able to have an open dialogue 
with each other because especially this year 
there has been both sides yelling at each other 
and not listening,” Caggiano said. “There’s 
obviously not common ground on some things, 
but there is more common ground than I think 
people think.” 
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The 2004 election 
documented in 
the 2005 Ledoian 
records how the 
election was “close 
and controversial” 
and “many 
Americans went 
to sleep without 
knowing who their 
next President 
would be,” just like 
2020 election. 

Back
Time

in

“I think the most exciting 
part of it all was being able 

to finally voice my own 
opinions and hopefully make 
a much-needed change in our 

government.”

“It was very interesting to 
be apart of, especially being 
in this election! I was super 
excited to vote and everyone 

working the polls would ask if 
it was my first time voting, so 

I guess it was obvious.”

“I was super excited to vote 
but when I got there I was 
nervous. The people inside 

were super nice and showed 
me what to do and then I got 
the sticker, and it was a really 

cool experience.”

“It was kind of nerve-racking 
at first because my sister and I 
were the youngest girls there. 
Once I saw how it worked it 
was a breeze and definitely 

humbling, seeing all the 
people there ready to vote.”

Aubrey Miller, 12 Maddie Farmer, 12 Claire Beck, 12 Emilia Witt, 12

Opinions
{

High School Democrats of America & Young Republican leaders express opinions & friendship
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Who do you want 
to win?

Giddens: I think of someone 
who has respect for everyone 
around them, knows how to 
handle situations, stays calm, is 
trustworthy and puts the people 
before themself. Joe Biden has all 
these. He accepts and appreciates 
all views, races, genders, etc. and 
will always put the people before 
himself and his image. 

What 
are the 
qualities 
you see 
in a good 
leader?

What 
do you 
think is 
the most 
important 
issue?

How is 
Trump 
the more 
or less 
attractive 
candidate?

What 
originally 
made you 
want to 
support 
your 
affiliated 
party?

Deatherage: I was attracted 
by their firm stances on social 
issues about which I have strong 
feelings, such as abortion, the 
Second Amendment, immigration, 
and on economic issues that will 
secure my basic welfare in the 
future, such as taxes and trade. My 
politics have not been persuaded 
in any way by my parents- they 
both voted for Biden.

Giddens: I think Covid-19 is the 
most important issue. The biggest 
thing that I believe voters should 
be looking for is the candidates’ 
plan to control Covid-19 and any 
other future viruses the U.S. could 
adapt.

Deatherage: I don’t think 
personality is what should 
determine how we vote. This isn’t 
a popularity contest. At the end of 
the day, Trump’s interests represent 
those of the working-class, and for 
that reason appeals to me more 
than Biden.

}
}

}
}

Illustrations by Ashlyn Vozeh

Who do you think 
will win?

*Out of 170 votes on 
@AHSStudentMedia Instagram 
Poll Nov. 3-4.

First-Tim
e Voters

Students Sound Off

Georgia Giddens, 12 Jacob Deatherage, 11
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Fair Oaks, California 

Nation Divided 
The 2020 election was 
like no other and 
almost everyone can 
agree. Students share 
their thoughts on the 
most prominent 
aspects of this election 
season and why it is so 
out of the ordinary.

11

2021 46 47NovemberNovember46 47NovemberNovember

biden

306
electoral votes

Trump

232
Electoral Votes

Will there be a peaceful transfer of power?

nationDesign Madelyn Lazar Story Evangeline 
Archibeque & Elyse Dyke llustrations Madelyn 
Lazar

The 2020 election was like not 
other and almost everyone can 
agree. Students share their 
thoughts on the most prominent 
aspects of this election sea-
son and why it is so out of the 
ordinary.

Four Years ago, many thought they had seen 
it all when it came to an election, from mass 
protests on election night, to a guy climbing 
the Trump tower to meet Donald in person, 
to Pepe the Frog becoming a symbol for 
white supremacy.  Now this year we’re in 
the midst of a fast spreading pandemic, a 
suffering economy, and an extremely messy 
election cycle. No one could have 
anticipated the confusion and mayhem this 
election brought upon the country.
 The process of voting became a 
heated topic this year as mail in voting rates 
skycrocketed due to the concern of the 
COVID-19 virus. This increase in mail in votes 
caused some people to believe that the 
votes were fraudulent despite many public 
leaders disputing those claims.
 This election created an 
environment of hostiltiy throughout the 
country. Sophomore Ryane Givant says the 
division comes from “people wnting to go 
back to living normally and others fighting 
for masks and people to social distance.” 

Meanwhile, Junior Paris Szuh thinks that
 “Republicans are really close minded while 
the Democrats are more open minded. The 
left are all just, ‘hey, can you just talk to me 
about this?’ and the Republicans respond 
with, ‘no. I’m not going to listen’. I have
 experienced that firsthand trying to talk to 
both parties.”
 Senior Isabella Silvers responds to 
why this election season felt so unlike 
others in past years. “This year seemed much 
more intense due to the coronavirus and I 
think that more people were eager to vote 
because of that as well. I think people are 
really trying to go back to normal and not 
stay inside all the time. They want a a 
change in leadership to hopefully bring us 
closer so that we can go out and be 
together.” Change. It seems to be the only 
thing that’s happening this year for good or 
for worse. 

Roll the
recountstudents discuss whether the 

votes for the 2020 election 
should’ve been recounted.

Why did nevada take so long to count their votes?

“Yes I think the votes should be recounted so 
everyone can see that the election wasn’t rigged.”
Jillian Norsworthy, 10

“I think that it was a good idea to recount the 
votes because sometimes there are mistakes 
when counting them. But for Trump when they did 
recount, the numbers proved that the American 
people wanted Biden as president in most states.”
Meghan Hall, 9

“I don’t think the voter fraud is as widespread as 
the conservative media claims it is. I think that 
a recount should happen if it is debatable as to 
whether or not the election results are accurate. 
That makes sense. People should have their 
voices heard no matter who they are. If there is 
inaccuracy there is a lack of representation.”
Elias Baeder, 11

“Even if he does leave office peacefully, 
he has already planted so many seeds in 
offices they shouldn’t be in. It’s disrupting.” 
Sydney Strange, 12

“I honestly don’t think so. I feel like no 
matter who wins the election there will be 
people unhappy and rioting. I think Trump 
will though, as long as it’s confirmed the 
votes were accurately counted.” 
Payton Cooper, 10

“They are ranked 50th in education in the 
United States. They just got to use their 
fingers to count.” Katie Carnes, 12

“Nevada needed to count faster just to stay 
up to speed with the rest of the country. 
I don’t lnow why they took so long. I saw 
a lot of memes about it that were pretty 
funny.” Jack Stedifor, 11

election spread.indd   All Pageselection spread.indd   All Pages 1/21/21   5:05 PM1/21/21   5:05 PM

ELECTION



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

Justin-Siena 
High School 
Napa, California 

2020 Election 

11

2021
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LASA High School 
Austin, Texas 

Let’s Hit the Polls 

11

2021

ELECTION
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SPEED 
ROUND 

More coverage topics to consider
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ATTENDANCE
Boone High School 
Orlando, Florida 

Guardians of  
the Gate 
Skipping sparked 
concerns regarding 
academic 
performance and safety. 

2019
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CHEATING
Shawnee Mission 
East High School 
Prairie Village, Kansas 

“I Got Away  
with It” 
Junior had a close call 
when cheating on finals. 

2019
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CLIMATE 
CHANGE



Shawnee Mission 
East High School 
Prairie Village, Kansas 

Fight for a  
Green Earth 
Learn more about 
that climate change 
does and what it 
means from Violet 
Apodaca. 

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics
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CLIMATE CHANGE
Shawnee Mission 
Northwest High School 
Shawnee, Kansas 

No Planet B 

2020
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CONSPIRACY

2020

Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas 
High School 
Parkland, Florida 

Feelin’ Like 
Something’s 
Fishy 
Conspiracy theories 
have people second 
guessing. 



ATHENS DRIVE 
high school

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

COSTS



Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

COSTS
Shawnee Mission 
Northwest 
High School 
Shawnee, Kansas 

At What Cost 
After everything high school 
athletes sacrifice to play thir 
sport: their time, friendships 
and sometimes their health, 
they continue to find reasons 
to participate, even when the 
cost is monetary. 

2020
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DATING



Shawnee Mission 
East High School 
Prairie Village, Kansas 

No Strings 
Attached 
Junior couble had been 
together since seventh 
grade. 
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FAKE 
IDs



Shawnee Mission 
East High School 
Prairie Vllage, Kansas 

Behind the Scan 
Students detailed life 
behind their fake ID 
business. 
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Shawnee Mission 
East High School 
Prairie Village, Kansas 

True Self 
A look into gender 
diversity at East. 
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GENDER
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IMPEACHMENT
Shawnee Mission 
Northwest High School 
Shawnee, Kansas 

IMPEACHMENT 
With 11 months left in 
President Donald Trump’s first 
term, the House  
made moves to remove 
him from office. 

2020
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Shawnee Mission 
West High School 
Overland Park, Kansas 

Head Handling 
Social worker talks about 
the importance of 
maintaining mental 
health, the role of social 
media in teens’ lives. 
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MENTAL HEALTH

2020



Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas 
High School 
Parkland, Florida 

Taking “YOU” TIme 
Students deal with varying 
forms of mental health. 
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Shawnee Mission 
EastnHigh School 
Prairie Village, Kansas 

Prescription 
vs Pleasure 
Students use prescription 
drugs to help them study. 
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DRUG ABUSE

2020
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DRUG ABUSE
Shawnee Mission 
Northwest High School 
Shawnee, Kansas 

Going into 
Hyperdrive 
Something so simple  
can affect someone  
so much. 

2020
190 191Folio CopyFolio Copy

GOING INTO HYPERDRIVE
Something so simple can affect someone so much

HE THROWS HIS BAG ON HIS BEDROOM 
floor and precedes to take out an ACT 
prep textbook,  This must weigh five 
pounds, he thinks. He turns and takes 
a pill bottle out of his top drawer. He 
takes a single pill and starts to work.

Determine which answer choice is the 
best version of the underlined portion of 
the sentence.  If the original is the best 
version, select “NO CHANGE.”

Fitzgerald attended St. Paul Academy 
his first published story ran in his school 
newspaper.

A.
NO CHANGE
B.
St. Paul Academy; his first
C.
St. Paul Academy, his first
D.
St. Paul Academy, but his first
 
Hyper Focused and engaged.  
Adderall is a stimulant. It’s used to 

suppress impulsive behavior and 
make it easier for a person to focus 
on a task. Other drugs that are used 
for ADD/ADHD such as Vyvanse only 
work for those diagnosed with the 
disorder because it is made to not be 
abused. It doesn't give you the feeling 
of being high. Adderall affects the 
central nervous system, meaning it 
has effects on those without ADD/
ADHD. 

“There's a starting point for 
everything. It was always a one time 
thing and now it grew into something 
more. You end up needing it more 
often, and some days you feel like 
you need something more to make it 
through”.

You have to do what you have to do to 
make it through.

After Adderall's launch in 1996, it 
quickly blew up. Along with cocaine 
and morphine, it is a schedule two 
drug. Adderall is accepted for its 

medical use, but comes with a high 
chance of abuse that can lead to 
physical dependence. 

Although Adderall is a prescription 
drug, many people that take it are not 
prescribed. Some use it for weight 
loss, since it suppresses appetite. 
Others use it to enhance their 
academic or athletic performance and 
many take it recreationally just to feel 
the high. 

It’s a drug made from 
amphetamine, which is the parent 
drug of methamphetamine. 
Methamphetamine sounds familiar, 
right? Methamphetamine aka meth. 
Adderall and meth have a surprising 
amount of similarities.

 Both drugs have similar effects to 
the person taking them. They include 
increased energy, focus and attention. 
Since meth and Adderall give a similar 
high, it’s possible for Adderall users to 
graduate to using meth, much like the 
transition from oxycodone to heroin. 

Even when prescribed users don’t 
abuse Adderall, they still have a 
dependence on it. 

“When I’m on my medication, I can 
focus,” senior Zach Dulny said. “I can 
think, I can work, but when I’m off of 
it I can’t do anything.”

Adderall also affects you differently 
based on the time of day you take it. 

“In eighth grade I did a test where 
I took it at different times of the 
day,” Dulny said. “Halfway through 
the week, I was crying in the nurse's 
office. I couldn’t think. Everything 
around me was spinning. I couldn’t do 
anything.”

Adderall is dangerous due to it being 
highly addictive. For those that have 
ADD/ADHD, it can be very helpful, 
but those not prescribed should think 
twice about popping these little pills. 

“It made my grades a lot better 
and it really decreased my anxiety,” 
sophomore Kira Cacioppo said. 
“When I was testing out the dosages, 
I took one that was too high and it 
made me shaky and worried all day.” 

190 | STUDENT LIFE ADDERALL | 191 

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ABBY RYAN

STORY BY TEAGAN VANBLARCOM
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Boone High School 
Orlando, Florida 

Safety First 
Students feld at ease  
with improved security 
measures. 

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics
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SCHOOL SECURITY
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ANXIETY
Shawnee Mission 
Northwest High School 
Shawnee, Kansas 

Anxiety 
It’s that class you dread 
going to everyday. It’s 
something that haunts you. 

2020
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STRESS
Shawnee Mission 
East High School 
Prairie Village, Kansas 

“Stressed Out” 
Junior strived to make 
others happy after 
struggling with her own 
mental health. 

2019
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TRAGEDY



Burges High School 
El Paso, Texas 

August 3, 2019 
The day hate made its 
way to El Paso. 
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TRAGEDY

2020



Burges 
High School 
El Paso, Texas 

Lives 
Remembered 

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

2020

TRAGEDY



El Dorado 
High School 
El Paso, Texas 

Out of the Blue 
Senior fears for grandma’s 
life as mass shooting 
changes borderland 
forever. 

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

2020

TRAGEDY



Saugus High School 
Saugus, California 

Saugus Strong 
Community members 
express the impact the 
the Nov. 17 vigil had on 
them. 

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

2020

TRAGEDY



Majory Stoneman 
Douglas 
High School 
Parkland, Florida 

Let’s Get  
Political 
Students take on political 
front to create change. 
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Majory Stoneman 
Douglas 
High School 
Parkland, Florida 

A Day of Memory 

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

2019

TRAGEDY
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Shawnee Mission 
Northwest High School 
Shawnee, Kansas 

Lost in the Smoke 
For month stories have hit the 
news about teenagers and 
young adults being 
hospitalized. It’s the trend that 
has left many dead. An act 
students are exposed to 
daily: Vaping. 

Covering Events, Issues and Timely Topics

VAPING

2020



Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas 
High School 
Parkland, Florida 

Show the Real Costs 
Students discuss vaping, 
impact and them, society. 
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VAPING
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MUSIC
Shawnee Mission 
North High School 
Overland Park, Kansas 

North Listened to 
5,934,975 
Minutes 

2020 66 67this is what the page is  (week dates or specific sport) ex: “august 14-16”  or “football”this is the book section (put in all lowercase) ex: “weekly” or “sports”music trends 6766

5,934,975 
north listened to

During 2019, SM North students 
and faculty spent approximately 

5,934,975 minutes listening to music; 
this equated  4,122 days, 589 weeks, 
136 months or 11 years. 

This figure was calculated by gathering 
how many minutes North students and 
staff listened to music using Spotify’s year 
in review feature. During this amount of 
time you could travel to Pluto with two 
and a half years to spare. Jamming out 
in your car before school or jogging the 
mile in gym class, people at North found 
music an important life assist. 

“I use music to get through the day,” 
said sophomore Angie Zumbrunnen. 
“Music is much more than just a song, it 
is a way to express our feelings.”

Earbuds replaced conversation in the 
hallways and many spent more time on 

phones, listening to their favorite artists, 
than talking to their friends.

 Teachers also played music in the 
background of class during work time.

 “When I play music for my class, to be 
honest it’s because it makes me happy,” 
teacher Alexis Burdick said.“ I feel like my 
music does affect their creativity, for the 
better.”

Burdick said she feels music could  
help creative juices flow and disrupt the 
sterile environment a classroom could 
have towards students. 

“I mean I like listening to it, it gives 
me something to listen too,” said junior 
Gabby Lacy, one of Burdick’s students. 
“Its better than listening to chatter, or 
complete silence in the background.” 
story by carlos mata

Top Streaming Sites 

Spotify- 62.5%

Youtube music- 6.3%

Apple Music- 12.6%

Other- 12.7%

Don’t stream music- 5.9%

minutes

connor bell, 10
The Charming Man
Single 

The Smiths

summer squires, 10
Kiss N Tell
Animal

Ke$ha 

jamie bray, 9
Nine in the Afternoon
Pretty. Odd.

Panic! At The Disco

madison merritt, 12 
Powerlines
Currents

Tame Impala

elizabeth doring, 9         
Let me down slowly
Narrated For You

Alec Benjamin

glory obi, 11
EX
selfless

Kiana Ledé

jayden vazzano, 12
everything i wanted
single

Billie Eilish 

maggie cooper, 12
Perfect Ten
Perfect Ten

Mustard ft. Nipsey Hussle

kevin lopez, 12
Thought It Was a Drought
DS2

Future 

fa
vo

rit
e 

al
bu

m
s a

t n
or

th

drew madden, 11
“Jacob Colliers In My Room has so 
many different musical ideas and 
concepts that make it so special 
and unique. Each track conveys a 
different idea that just makes me so 
happy. “

“I just like the rhythm and how YNW 
Melly expresses what he’s feeling. 
I really like this album because it’s 
different from his other albums he’s 
made so far. But he’s locked up. 
#freemelly.”

stephanie donnici, 10 

chudley chudley, 10 
“Bleach is my favorite album 
because I was raised with it. My 
parents were really into the grunge 
scene in the nineties and passed 
their love of the music onto me. I 
think the album really captures what 
Nirvana was all about.”

donald walker, 9  
“It’s got a distinctive feel to it, it gives 
off good vibes and I can just listen 
to it whenever. It’s got a really nice 
beat too.”

arlo kinsey, 12
“It’s a fantastic risk for a rapper to 
turn around and make a modern 
revitalization of 70’s funk. It also 
features Gary Clark Jr. playing one of 
the most emotional guitar solos I’ve 
ever heard. Childish Gambino is a 
god, end story.”

andrew campbell, 11
“JPEGMAFIA’s Veteran is my favorite 
album because it is a perfect blend 
of experimental sounds and typical 
rap beats. There is not a single song I 
don’t like on it. “

erin morgan, 12 
“I love this musical because it’s very 
upbeat, and it has a variety of vibes. 
Even though it’s about people being 
murdered by a plant, everyone is just 
chilling. And of course since I’m in 
theatre, I listen to musical theatre, all 
day every day.”

“This album has no bad songs and 
their sound in general is different 
from other artists out there.”

austin odwyer, 12

mystika allison-barnes,  12
“This album in undisputedly a 
classic. It cemented Lauryn Hill as 
a legendary artists as this is pretty 
much her only recognized studio 
album. It beautifully blends true 
lyricism, storytelling, and vocals.”

mya longobardi, 11
“Basically, this album helped me 
through a tough year. Billie Eilish 
is always herself, and her music 
portrays that so I could relate to it 
well.”

North’s music listening year-in-review with a little math help

music trends

out of 269 responses
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TEACHER SUPPORT
Shawnee Mission 
Northwest High School 
Shawnee, Kansas 

Walking Out 
After a controveresial 
decision was made by the 
Shawnee Mission Board of 
Education regarding salaries, 
students took action, taking 
part in a series of district-wide 
walkouts in support of 
teachers. 

2020
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2021

CONSTRUCTION
Burges High School 
El Paso, Texas 

Time for Change 
An almost $60-million 
face-lift has students, 
teachers and staff  
looking past construction 
and forward to what  
it will bring. 
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SUPERBOWL
Shawnee Mission 
Northwest High School 
Shawnee, Kansas 

Home of the Chiefs 
After 50 years, the 
Kansas sity Chiefs won the 
Super Bowl, and brought the 
Vince Lombardi trophy back 
to KC. 

2020
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SUPERBOWL

2020

Shawnee Mission 
North High School 
Shawnee, Kansas 

Kansas City Wins 
the Super Bowl 
Students and staff reflect 
on and celebrate Chiefs 
win at the 54th Super Bowl. 

74 75superbowl LIV superbowl LIVsuperbowl LIV

Super BowlSuper Bowlkansas city wins the

75chiefs super bowl74 super bowl LIV

Students and staff reflect on and celebrate Chiefs win at the 54th Super Bowl

What was your overall experience at the Super Bowl?

Did you ever give up hope  

that they weren’t going to win?

What was the 

environment like?

Q&A with North area 

board member Sarah Goodburn 

“Well, no. After attending both playoff games 

at Arrowhead, where the team was able to 

overcome rather large deficits to win, we knew 

never to count this team - coaches and players - 

out of any game.”

“Electric! I’ve actually heard that the crowds at 

the Super Bowl can be a little “corporate” and 

boring,  but this was not the case at all. Chiefs 

fans and 49er fans filled the stadium and were 

very vocal in cheering for their teams.”

“My husband, son and I had a wonderful time cheering on our beloved Kansas City Chiefs!  As my 

husband is a former player and a current KC Ambassador for the organization, we still have strong ties 

and many, many friends from our  30+ years of involvement. We had seats in the upper-deck and were 

surrounded by many fans from the “Kingdom”. The fourth quarter was the highlight! Lots of high-fives, 

hugs, tears and cheers when the clock ran out. After the game, we headed to the team hotel for the 

team post-game celebration which ran late into the night and featured concerts by both Flo Rida and 

Pitbull.  Simply stated, the whole experience was 50 years in the making and did not disappoint!”

O
n 

Pa
ra

d
e Kansas 

City put 
on its first 
Super Bowl 
Parade in 
over 50 
years on  
Feb. 5 in 
downtown 
KC   

I was about two people 
back from the actual 
stage so we could 
actually see the players 
and were able to get 
some pretty cool 
pictures. We didn’t even 
get there that early. We 
got there at 8:30 and the 
parade started at 11:30. 
We got really lucky with 
our spots, even though 
we arrived late.

How did North spend 
the  Super Bowl?

“I spent it with my friends. We 
watched it and then went to Rally 
House right after to get the T-shirts.” 
Justus Hulse ,11

I was at my house with my little 
sister, mom and dad. My dad and 
I bet 50 bucks on it and I won!” 
Brandon Lozano, 9

“I went over to a relatives house and 
we had a party outside on a patio, 
it was like a brunch. We sat outside 
in the sun and it was just really fun. 
Everybody was dressed in Chiefs 
stuff, something I don’t do on a 
daily basis.” Stephanie Kelman 

Thornton, staff

“Me and my family watched the 
game and had a fun time watching 
all the commercials, we were 
laughing and making fun of them.” 
Makenna Johnson, 11

“I sat in my kitchen most of the time 

with my friends. We didn’t really 
care until the last quarter we went in 
and we just were yelling at random 
times, like not when they would get 
a touchdown or anything, we were 
just like ‘oh yeah football.’” Tanner 

Wigginton, 12

“My husband and I jumped up and 
down and we were screaming and 
hugging and kissing each other. And 
the dog got very concerned so she 
started running around the living 
room and jumping up on the couch, 
however she soon realized it was all 
excitement.” Libby Davis, staff

“I spent the Super Bowl with my 
family because it’s the last one that I 
have before I ship out for the Navy.” 
Samuel Lander, 12

“I went to a friends house and 
watched it. I was a very nervous 
wreck and I couldn’t watch most of 
the game.” Greta Berg, 12

“I decided that the Chiefs were 
going to win in the last minute 
of the fourth quarter. I was very 
worried until then.”
Airianna Sallaz, 9

“I threw in the towel during the 
third quarter, when they were 
down. I did not think that they 
could come back.” Tammy 

Rettig, staff

“I knew we would win when we 
were in the 4th quarter and had 
2 minutes and 49 seconds left, 
because that was when we got 
the possession and then they got 
a touchdown like right before and 
I was like ‘okay so they cant score 
that much if we just stop it, so I was 
like there’s a possibility that we 
could win’ so I was  less anxious 
about it.” Gabriella Lacey, 11

“I knew they were gonna win the 
whole time!” Issac Wadman, 11

“I thought we were gonna lose 
when we were down by 10, I was 
ready to just go to bed. But then, 
things started picking back up.
 But I would say I didn’t know we 
were going to win until we were 
up by like 10 but I was still pretty 
nervous until probably about 2 
minutes left in the game.” Brian 

Meyer, staff

“I knew the Chiefs would win 
from the start because of all the 
great comebacks they’ve had in 
the past and they always seem to 
give a little more effort in the end.” 
Julian Ryan, 9

“I knew they were going to win 
after Damian William’s touchdown. 
Although, when Patrick Mahomes 
threw his second interception, I 
knew they had to do everything 
in the right way to come back and 
win, which they ended up doing.” 
Zach Rampy, staff

When did you know the 
Chiefs were going to win? 

Images from the parade (left to right): 
Chiefs Head Coach Andy Reid, Chiefs 

Mascot KC Wolf, Chiefs Quarterback Patrick 
Mahomes and Chiefs Tight End Travis Kelce 

”

“

Chandra Beadleston
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WEATHER
Shawnee Mission 
East High School 
Prairie Village, Kansas 

Reacting to 
Natural Disasters 
Disasters devastated 
communities across the 
country. 

2018
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Thanks for being with us today
There will be a PDF available  

of all the spreads  
we have shown.
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Thanks for being with us today
SHARE YOUR WORK WITH US 

send us your spreads 
jim.jordan@walsworth.com 
mike.taylor@walsworth.com 

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED



We’ve Got You Covered

Our next webinar - February 18

RECRUITING 
Finding Your Next Staff 

RECRUITING
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Aledo High School • Aledo, Texas 

Americas High School • El Paso, Texas 

Athens Drive High School • Raleigh, North Carolina 

Blue Valley Northwest High School • Overland Park, Kansas 

Boone High School • Orlando, Florida 

Burges High School • El Paso, Texas 

Cactus Canyon Junior High • Apache Junction, Arizona 

DaVinci Charter High School • Davis, California 

Davis High School • Davis, California 

Del Campo High School • Fair Oaks, California 

Drake Middle School • Arvada, Colorado 

Thomas Edison Career and Technical High School • Jamaica, NY 

El Camino Reál Charter High School • Woodland Hills, California 

ELCO High School • Myerstown, Pennsylvania 

El Dorado High School, El Paso, Texas 

Fairview High School • Boulder, Colorado 

Freedom High School • Tampa, Florida 

Galileo Magnet High School • Danville, Virginia 

Grover Cleveland High School • Reseda, California 

Hagerty High School • Oviedo, Florida 

Heritage High School • Rogers, Arkansas 

Henry M. Jackson High School • Mill Creek, Washington 

Justin-Siena High School • Napa, California 

J.W. Mitchell High School • Trinity Florida. 

Lewis and Clark High School • Spokane, Wasnington 

Liberty High School • Liberty, Missouri 

Liberty North High School • Liberty, Missouri 

Lynbrook High School • San Jose, California 

SPECIAL THANKS
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Notre de Sion High School • Kansas City, Missouri 

Palm Harbor University High School • Palm Harbor, Florida 

Pine View School • Osprey, Florida 

Plant High School • Tampa, Florida 

Plainfield Central High School • Plainfield, Illinois 

Platte County High School • Platte City, Missouri 

McKinney High School • McKinney, Texas 

River Ridge High School • New Port Ritchey, Florida 

Robinson High School • Tampa, Florida 

Royal Oak High School • Royal Oak, Michigan 

Santa Rosa High School • Santa Rosa, California 

Seguin High School • Arlington, Texas 

Shawnee Mission East High School • Prairie Village, Kansas 

Shawnee Mission North High School • Overland Park, Kansas 

Shawnee Mission Northwest High School • Shawnee, Kansas 

Shawnee Mission West High School • Overland Park, Kansas  

South Calloway High School • Mokane, Missouri 

Southern Alamance High School • Graham, North Carolina 

Southside High School • San Antonio, Texas 

Southwest High School • Ft. Worth, Texas 

Starmount High School • Booneville, North Carolina 

Stoney Creek High School  Rochester Hills, Michigan 

Sun Valley High School • Monroe, North Carolina 

Terra Linda High School • San Rafael, California 

Timber Creek High School • Ft. Worth, Texas 

University High School • Orange City, Florida 

Willitts High School • Willitts, California 

56 schools • 16 states • 125+ spreads 

Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Illinois, Kansas, Maine, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New York, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Washington

SPECIAL THANKS


