Moving your theme beyond the cover

There is no such thing as a perfect theme, but any theme can become a great theme. The
trick is to develop the theme thoroughly and commit to it.

But before you can commit to a theme, you must understand your school and your
students. Allow the details of your school and of the year to drive your theme. Once you do
that, then examine ways to express those details that make up your school. For example,
choose a phrase your students identify with or use daily. You can then use the theme
phrase to inspire content and design elements.

Your theme’s verbal and visual elements can influence every choice your staff makes.
Headline, caption and body copy fonts; folio graphics; sidebar content and format; even the
questions your reporters ask sources can all relate back to your theme concept. The more
your staff refers back to its theme phrase and concept and thematic design elements, the
stronger your theme will be.

When it is time for you to start working on the theme for your next yearbook, check out
these spreads from four yearbooks across the country. Each staff chose a different theme
and approached theme development in vastly different ways. What each of them has in
common, however, is total commitment to the theme concept.

Le Fleuve 2010

Our Lady of Lourdes Academy
Miami, Fla.

Theme: “Spoken”

Adviser: Rebecca Retana
Editor: Alexandra Garrigo
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Cover
“Words bring life to our memories,” the editor of the 2010 Le Fleuve writes in the colophon.

This phrase alone captures the reason the staff chose the theme “Spoken” for its 2010
book. The staff developed the theme by focusing on quotes, complete stories and the
people whose voices made up the school year.

A bold color choice and slab serif font set the mood for the design style of the book.
Punctuation-mark graphics, especially quotation marks, further develop the theme visually.
The 2010 Le Fleuve staff sets up an expectation of a modern, fun, fresh book with this

cover.



Front endsheet

The traditional sections of a yearbook are given a thematic twist on the front endsheet.
Each section has been given a spin-off title that is a section-specific synonym for “say.” For
example, the title “cheer” has been given to the sports section and “whisper” to the
academics section. These titles reflect the way students are expected to speak during the
activities in each section.

The color palette of the book is furthered here. A bright lime green joins the blue from the
cover. These colors appear throughout the book, furthering the design plan. The style of the
graphic on the left side of the endsheet is also used throughout the book.
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Pages 108-109

The staff took its theme development beyond visual elements. Stories throughout the book
make excellent use of quotes, and every spread, like this one on AP government, includes a
pull quote that adds more information in a thematic way. Stories with strong student quotes
are a product of thorough interviewing. Consistent fonts, large graphic elements and photos
that bleed off the page also send home the “Spoken” message visually.



crawlln

NARARE
JM.--EH
r‘;.-.

Pages 174-175

The people section of the 2010 Le Fleuve furthers the theme “Spoken” with quote
collections. Each quote collection centers on something common to the high school
experience. Notice that the same colors and fonts used elsewhere are also here. Bold
graphic elements, such as the paint splatters on these pages, are characteristic of the
details on other spreads.

Lair 2010

Shawnee Mission Northwest High School
Shawnee, Kan.

Theme: “My shoes”

Adviser: Susan Massy

Editors: Annie Unruh, Lauren Minick
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Cover

The 2010 Lair staff started with a desire to cover different perspectives. The end product of
a few long discussions and a week at yearbook camp is the theme “My shoes.” The staff
explains in the opening copy that the wear and tear on a high school student’s shoes let
people know where they’ve been. “Every mark, every stain, every duct-taped hole tells a
story.”

Instead of photos or graphics of actual shoes, the staff chose the prints shoes make as we
travel through life as a graphic element throughout the book. The impressions left by shoes
take the symbolism of the theme one step deeper. Subdued, highly saturated colors are
introduced on the cover and used inside.
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“I like those cleats and they are from
freshman year. | might have had them
eigth grade year too."
—senior John McNair
“1 got them this summer before | went tc
Colorado Springs for a soccer camp. All of
my last
high schoal season was played in those
shoes.”
—senior Shawn Miles

“I've had the white and grey pair for two
years and | broke a lace on it playing in
a close game. | bought the other pair
because | didn't know | could just put a
new lace on the other pair. So | made
the new pair into a soft ground because,
of the metal studs, the other for firm
ground."
—junior Alec Kremers

As the final seconds ticked away, a Falcon player fell to
his knees in disbelief, his hapes of a state championship
squashed by the one team that nobody thought stood a
chance. And yet, the Cougars continued ...
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. senior Tyler Amble said.

“As a fan you could kind of feel the team's

Seniar midfielder Lippi
Seuza started his vietory sprint toward
the packed section of faithful Cougar fans,
vearing off hs jersey.

“That seemed to be the theme all year
for the Cougars — never say never, During
summer eonditioning, it seemed as though
an air of uncertainty hovered over the
upcoming season.

“With the group of guys we lost last
‘year, we were just wondering f these guys
were going to be able to step up and il
their shoes,” coach Todd Boren said

Afterlosing an avertime battle to the

would all go crazy. [t was awesome.”

Going into the season, expectations
had been relatively low, which may have
contributed to the team's success. After &
shaky start that left the team with & 5-6
losing record, a 7-0 win against SM Seuth
sparked a surge of momentum that would
carry the boys to the end of the season.

After upsetting the Falcons, the Cougars
weent on 20 the State semifinals ta play
Washburn Rural. The Junior Blues were
17-1 at the time, their only loss to St
‘Thomas Aquinas, Washburn Rural had
beaten the Cougars earier in the year,
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“The team came together and decided

Sticking with the theme of the season,

amein ashootout, T final s vas 54,

in the record bosks as a failure. On their
way to-a third place finish at State, the
Cougars upse two number-one
Olathe East in Regionals 1-0 and Glathe
South in the quartesfinals.

“We realized that we had the posential

seeds —

the dejected
prepare for the consolation game the next
diy. They came out with a f

21 vctory ovee lathe South The game teok place

the pastseason, third place seemed likea

midfelder Kyle Moore said

Throughout the season, and wellinte
the postseason, fans gave & huge baost to
the Cougars_ At almost every game, the

of the Cougar players.
s Frustrating getting this far and
then not getting to the championship,
you know? Because that's where everyone
wants to be. W began the season with

the rest of the bleachers and the NV fans
outnumbered those of the opgonent.

“It s really fun going to the gasmes this
year. lowed going: there were always tons

. That
didn't work out, but we came ot in the
postseason and we really started clicking
ar the right time.” Souza said “Overall, |
guese I'm happy.”
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Pages 12-13

Much of the theme development uses shoes as a symbol, but the staff was sure to get
some real shoes in the book, too. This soccer spread’s sidebar addresses the actual shoes
worn by soccer players: cleats. Notice the way the shoe-print graphic has been used subtly
on this spread behind the headline letters. By varying the way the shoe graphic is used, the
staff carries the same graphic throughout the book without having it get old.
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Y cama from Vignna, although har
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heritages, they both missed the same
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Pages 46-47

Theme stories are scattered throughout the book. These stories focus on students who
have unique perspectives of the school. This spread asks readers to take a walk in the
shoes of two foreign exchange students who became friends while staying with the same
host family. The girls share their stories in the main copy block and one sidebar; the other
sidebar introduces the reader to other foreign exchange students at the school during the
year.
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Pages 118-119

The best themes allow editors and writers to choose story angles that best capture the year
and further the theme concept. On this spread, this profile focuses on a location shared by
seven students during the school day: the desk second from the left at the front of room
130. The writer observed all of the students who used that desk throughout the day. These
students have the same perspective of room 130 — literally. This twist on the theme
concept captures the lives of seven students in one profile spread, which serves both the
theme and the ultimate yearbook goal of including every student in the yearbook.

Tradition 2010

John Paul Stevens High School
San Antonio, Texas

Theme: whatayear

Adviser: Christine Keyser-Fanick
Editor: Joyce Isleta



Cover

The theme of the 2010 Tradition, “whatayear,” echoes the way today’s high school students
talk and sets the stage for a book that focuses on the positive aspects of John Paul Stevens
High School. As the opening copy puts it, “WhataYear. An amazing year. A year like no
other.” Concrete details about the events of the year support those statements.

A great cover is just the introduction of a great theme and the 2010 Tradition makes a great
impression. Strong vertical photos with rounded corners, a horizontal stripe with a circular
gradient and the colors red, white and black from this cover are all carried throughout the
book.
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Between ihe final and one-minufe bels,
students umned info thelr frue selves. Swenving
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On top of the mountains of homework
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students had to juggle 44 clubs and organi-
2ations the school had 1o offer. With insane
work schedules, tips 1o Sea Word, and tieks fo
Corpus Chiish, students sl squeezed in fime
for @ midnight showing of the latest movie or @
Saturday show featuring their favarite bands.

Siudents lived for gaihering in masses of red,
black, and silver for a foolball game. Scream-
ing and cheering until their voices were hoarse,
freely waving Falcon symbals in the air, and
afferwards meefing up at Taco Cabana fo
celebrale victory or defeat were the highlights
of their weekends.

Whether ihey were at sporis praciice or
sporting the Iatest fashions at the mall, students
found fheir place — a place where they could
let loose, be themselves, and break away from
the shesses of every-
day life.
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Pages 6-7

Divider pages make use of the theme logo design to present the section spin-off titles. The
font choices alone clearly connect this spread to the rest of the theme pages in this book.
The rest of the design plan clearly pulls the Tradition’s design plan onto this spread. Tall,
vertical photos with rounded corners introduced on the cover also appear on the dividers.
The divider copy here further develops the theme with real-life examples from the lives of
students at John Paul Stevens High School in 2010. These details celebrate the best things
in students’ lives.
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Pages 34-35

The theme “whatayear” moves from divider pages onto story pages. This spread, about
English classes, uses the same fonts, colors and graphics seen on other pages. It also
incorporates a sidebar that includes 10 quotes from students. On this page, the quotes are
about books the students enjoyed. These “10 things” sidebars continue throughout the
academics section, connecting the topics of stories to the 10 in 2010.

The content spreads follow a traditional design plan, with use of columns and clear
eyelines. Graphic details, such as rounded corners and drop shadows on photos, help
make these otherwise traditional designs interesting and theme-related.

Accolade 2009

Episcopal High School

Baton Rouge, La.

Theme: Now You Know

Adviser: Carrie Goodall

Editors: Brooke Noland, Emma Rollo






Cover

The Accolade staff wanted to celebrate Episcopal High School’s 40th anniversary while
capturing the mood, stories and style of 2009. To do this, the staff chose the theme “Now
You Know” and focused on the facts that define Episcopal High School — as it is today and
what it has been over the past 40 years. The cover features a student in a school letter
jacket and a clean, sans serif font. These two elements introduce readers to the conceptual
theme of school spirit as well as the design theme they will find inside. On the back cover, a
cluster of facts about the 2009 school year ties this school spirit theme to the year.
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Pages 6-7

The Accolade is divided into five main sections: Events, Life, Sports, Reference and
Memories. The first spread of each section is dedicated to anniversary coverage. This
approach pays adequate attention to the milestone the school has reached without allowing
the history of the school to overshadow the current year.

This spread, the first in the Events section, commemorates the day the school was hit by a
tornado in 1971. The story is told in the same way all of the anniversary stories are told —
in the words of former Episcopal students and teachers. A cluster of defining facts runs
along the left edge. These fact collections appear on every content spread and carry the
theme throughout the book.



Pages 32-33

Most of the stories in the 2009 Accolade are told in a traditional format. However, this
spread takes a more theme-centric approach. The writer of this story about ROMA Club (a
Latin club that celebrates Greek and Roman history) details the club’s beginning and breaks
down the club’s main events. Quotes and facts about the events educate students who may
be unfamiliar with ROMA Club while capturing the memories created in 2009. This spread
leaves readers feeling like they know what ROMA Club is all about.
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Sines head coach Chiis Begkman steried coaching the boys
basketbal {eam thirieen years ag, he has dreamed of his leam
making the: Top 28, In 2009, 1he leam finally retumed 16 e Top 28
for the first tims in thirty years.

Getting ta the Top 26 was & gos| the athletss set at the beginning of
the season after last season's loss to Faraday in the quansrinal
round,

*After a3t season, we didi't want 10 feel ke that again. We knew
We Were going to get 1a the Top 28 Na matter what,* said senior
Cameron Miler.

One way the team prepared to adva
by scheduling tougher oppor

Gesper in the playafis was
onin he season,

*The tough games wa played a! the baginning of tha saason really
helpedd s by the time we got inlo district play,* s Beckman,

Whan the taam firs! Isamasd of the difficull schodula, lsam mambers
recalled some iniial hesilafion

i< - all 1Xought that a1 That paint that this wasn' going 1o b
W had to pisy t0 the best of cur abilty In every game,” said
r captain J.L. Lows.

gh school basketbalk

In district, Dunham School proved 1o ba the team's toughest

tion, 5 the two teams met five tines during the season,
including in the guarterfinal round cof the playofs. The wnner of tnat
g was Noaged 1 1he Top 28, Which leatured the top fout tearms.
n the seven high school basketbal divisions.

“We all knew how Impotant that game:
them thrae times aiready, but rone of
wo knew they'd give us their best ga
Bierman

far us. We had beaten
a5 were casy. And
senior captain Hick

The Knights were able o beat Dunham one more time and head ta
Top 26 for the first tim in threa decadas. Coach Beckman's
am had baen realized.

Wil the team goals st at the baginning of the year had been met,
e baskatbal 18am achieved something That was not on thelr I
Unita the studnt body. DUMing most district games, tha student
saction was ised with fans.

*The fars definitely had an impact an the way the team played. |
belleve they helpec win & coupe of games for us this year,” sakd

—

One such game was in December when Episcopsl best the
Dunham Sshool as Dunham hadt a chang 1o te the game by
making en: of 1o free Erows., Thanks 1a a faucous crowd, e
Dunham player missed boh fres throws.
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*The student body, lika th tearm, raally came fogether as the
samson progressed. 1t was awssoma 1o be a part of," said Millar.

ERIC SMITHLING

w7r-ae Wesd9 ST £ i 5545 46 ST, MICHAEL'S: W 55-40
DESIRE STREET: W 69-50 BAKER: W 7351 ECOLE CLASSIC:WG4-18 NORTHLAKE CHRUSTIAN: W/ 5347 DUNHAM: L4540 PARKVIEW: W 6333
UMIGH. W 6343 CLINTON: W 5440 JACKSON: W 7250 173 W 5245 ULHIGH: W 78-45

This season,

DUNHAM: W 5157

Pages 98-99

This basketball spread fits seamlessly into the book. It covers a major accomplishment in
the basketball team’s history: the first time the team was in the Top 28 in 30 years. The
story covers important moments of the season, and facts that add to the story run up the
right side of the spread. Every sports spread also features a detailed scoreboard.

Notice the use of a clear color palette and consistent fonts. By limiting the colors and fonts,
the designers pull the spreads of the book together and carry the visual theme from cover to
cover.
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