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A good yearbook tells the story of a year. A great one tells it with style and 
flair. That’s where theme comes in. Think of theme as the personality behind 
the yearbook. It’s what makes one book stand apart from another. 

The best themes help you define the year through any combination of 
words, phrases, colors, graphics, angles and voices. It’s good to find a 
theme that is specific enough to be recognized and understood, yet open 
enough to allow the book to evolve with the unfolding of the school year.

Theme Development
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Theme Development
 Start with the Words-Verbal
 What is new or different at your school?

 Then work on the Visual
 There should be at least three elements on your cover to use throughout 

your book
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What comes to mind when you see 
this logo?

Visual and Verbal Development
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(put Target logo  here)

Visual and Verbal Development

What comes to mind when you 
see this logo?
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(put  Apple or logo 
here)

Visual and Verbal Development

What comes to mind when you see 
this logo?
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The color, font, graphics and designs are 
all examples of visual development.

McDonald’s Target Apple

Visual and Verbal Development
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What is the tagline for 
McDonald’s?

Visual and Verbal Development
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I’m lovin’ it

Visual and Verbal Development

What is the tagline for McDonald’s?
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Visual and Verbal Development

What is the tagline for Target?
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Visual and Verbal Development

What is the tagline for Target?

Expect More. Pay Less.
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Visual and Verbal Development

What is the tagline for Apple -
iTunes?
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Visual and Verbal Development

What is the tagline for Apple -
iTunes?

Everything you need 
to be entertained.
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And they use their logos everywhere 
that is appropriate.

Visual and Verbal Development
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THEME: What’s your 2020 story?

WORDS COME FIRST

Find your CATCHPHRASE
• Verbal catchphrases will help tie the book together
• Create the phrase before deciding on the look

Use graphics, type and 
color to give 
personality to the 
theme the theme

Hagerty High School
Oviedo, Florida
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THEME: What’s your 2020 story?

WORDS COME FIRST

• “The Next Big Thing”
• “Live a Little”
• “All Over the Place”
• “Make it Happen”
• “Thought You Should Know”
• “We Got This”
• “From Now On”

CATCHPHRASE
Readers must  be able to understand how your theme is relevant to their lives. 
It must makes sense and connect to them.

Corsicana High School
Corsicana, Texas
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THEME: What’s your 2020 story?

WHERE DO WE DIG?
Magazines 

Surf
Art
HOW
ESPN
Vanity Fair
Newsweek
Nylon
Men’s/Women’s 
Journal

Newspapers
College Brochures
Corporate Brochures

Finding Your Theme



ISM 2020 | Level Up
THEME: What’s your 2020 story?

Find it on the ’NET
• ilovetypography.com
• Designspiration.net
• Inspirationhut.net
• Issuu.com
• idnworld.com/
• Society6 Artists

• Behance.net
• Moldiv app
• Abduzeedo.com
• FastCompany.com
• Losttype.com
• Pinterest

• Hoefler & Co 
(typography.com)

• Dribble.com (show and 
tell for designers)

• 160over90.com

Finding your THEME
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Theme Development
Apollo Middle
Verbal/Visual
Cover
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Theme Development
Apollo Middle
 Endsheets
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Theme Development
Apollo Middle
 Title Page
Name of School
Physical Address
 Telephone Number
 E-mail Address
Population
Name of Book
Volume Number
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Theme Development
Apollo Middle
Opening
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Theme Development
Apollo Middle
Opening
 004-005
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Theme Development
Apollo Middle
 Student Life
 016-017
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Theme Development
Apollo Middle
 Student Life
 030-031
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Theme Development
Apollo Middle
People Divider
 048-049
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Theme Development
Apollo Middle
 Sports Divider
 068-069



ISM 2020 | Level Up

Theme Development
Apollo Middle
 Sports 
 086-087
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Theme Development
Apollo Middle
Closing
 152-153
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Theme Development
Homestead High
 (Seasonal 
Development)
Cover
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Theme Development
Homestead 
 (Seasonal 
Development)
 Endsheets
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Theme Development
Homestead 
 (Seasonal 
Development)
 Title Page
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Theme Development
Homestead 
 (Seasonal 
Development)
Opening
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Theme Development
Homestead 
 (Seasonal 
Development)
 Spring
 012-013
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Theme Development
Homestead 
 (Seasonal 
Development)
 Fall
 040-041
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Theme Development
Homestead 
 (Seasonal 
Development)
 Fall
 054-055
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Theme Development
Homestead 
 (Seasonal 
Development)
Winter
 088-089
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Theme Development
Homestead 
 (Seasonal 
Development)
Winter
 104-105
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Theme Development
Homestead 
 (Seasonal 
Development)
Closing
 210-211
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Theme Development
McKinney High
Conceptual 
Cover
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Theme Development
McKinney High 
Conceptual
 Endsheets
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Theme Development
McKinney High 
Conceptual
 Title Page
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Theme Development
McKinney High 
Conceptual
Opening
 002-003
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Theme Development
McKinney High 
Conceptual
Opening
 004-005
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Theme Development
McKinney High 
Conceptual
 Student Life
 008-009
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Theme Development
McKinney High 
Conceptual
 Student Life
 040-041
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Theme Development
McKinney High 
Conceptual
Organizations
 066-067
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Theme Development
McKinney High 
Conceptual
 Feature
 072-073
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Theme Development
McKinney High 
Conceptual
Organizations
 076-077
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Theme Development
McKinney High 
Conceptual
Organizations
 082-083
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Theme Development
McKinney High 
Conceptual
 Feature
 190-191
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Theme Development
McKinney High 
Conceptual
 Sports
 232-233
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Theme Development
McKinney High 
Conceptual
Closing
 334-335
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Theme Development
Oviedo High 
Verbal and Visual
Cover
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Theme Development
Oviedo High 
Verbal and Visual
 Endsheets
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Theme Development
Oviedo High 
Verbal and Visual
 Title
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Theme Development
Oviedo High 
Verbal and Visual
Opening Spread
 002-003
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Theme Development
Oviedo High 
Verbal and Visual
Opening Spread
 004-005
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Theme Development
Oviedo High 
Verbal and Visual
 Student Life
 010-011
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Theme Development
Oviedo High 
Verbal and Visual
 Sports
 062-063
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Theme Development
Oviedo High 
Verbal and Visual
Organizations
 128-129
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Theme Development
Oviedo High 
Verbal and Visual
Dividers
 164-165
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Theme Development
Oviedo High 
Verbal and Visual
Organizations
 200-201
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Theme Development
Oviedo High 
Verbal and Visual
Closing
 302-303
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Theme Development
Woodland Jr. High
Verbal and Visual
Cover



ISM 2020 | Level Up

Theme Development
Woodland Jr. High
Verbal and Visual
 Endsheets
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Theme Development
Woodland Jr. High
Verbal and Visual
 Title Page
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Theme Development
Woodland Jr. High
Verbal and Visual
Opening
 002-003



ISM 2020 | Level Up

Theme Development
Woodland Jr. High
Verbal and Visual
Opening
 004-005
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Theme Development
Woodland Jr. High
Verbal and Visual
 Student Life
 016-017
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Theme Development
Woodland Jr. High
Verbal and Visual
 Student Life
 018-019
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Theme Development
Woodland Jr. High
Verbal and Visual
 Student Life
 028-029
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Theme Development
Woodland Jr. High
Verbal and Visual
 Sports
 050-051
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Theme Development
Woodland Jr. High
Verbal and Visual
Divider
 072-073
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Theme Development
Woodland Jr. High
Verbal and Visual
Divider
 078-079
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Theme Development
Woodland Jr. High
Verbal and Visual
Closing
 138-139
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