
Words and Writing  Mod 7, Part 9 

Headline Writing Styles 
Student’s Name: _________________________________________________________ 

A headline grabs the readers’ attention and pulls them into the contents on the yearbook spread. There 
are two parts of a headline package:  The primary headline consists of a few “catchy” words that spark 
interest in and accurately reflect the subject of the story. The headline will verbally connect dominate 
photo and story. The secondary headline is usually one to four sentences that deliver specifics by 
including facts, figures, and feelings.  
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You may not like to write copy, but you should write a headline and hopefully a secondary headline on each spread 
in your yearbook.  This exercise will help you by looking at four headline styles. 

POTENTIAL HEADLINE PACKAGES FOR THE STORY OF THE THREE LITTLE PIGS 

1. A kicker is a one-line secondary headline that is placed above the primary headline. Sometimes 
the kicker leads into the primary headline. 

 

WOLF VOWS TO NEVER AGAIN EAT                                                                                                                         

BACON 

 

2. A wicket is a multi-line secondary headline set above the primary headline 

 

HARD WORK OF ONE PIG PAYS OFF WHEN                                                                                                                               
HE AND HIS TWO BROTHERS TAKE SHELTER                                                                                                                       
FROM AN ATTACK BY THE BIG BAD WOLF                                                                                                               

BRICK HOUSE 

 
3. A hammer is a secondary headline that comes after the primary headline 

no bacon tonight                                                                                                                                                                          

one pig’s ingenuity and hard work saves his family                                                                                                                  
when his unique home withstands the huffing and                                                                                                                     
puffing of the big bad wolf 

 

4. A tripod consists of the primary and secondary headlines working together and are set side-by-
side. 
 

Big Bad Wolf claims                                                                                                                                                                               
he is a vegetarian and                                                                                                                                                                          
would never harm a pig 

 

 

 

NO MEAT 
DEFENSE 

 

 

 

 



Instructions:  Read Walsworth’s Headline Handout for background. Look at the following layouts and write a 
headline as listed for each spread. Look at the photos and copy to help write the headlines. 
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