


ALTERNATIVE 
STORY FORMATS



Alternative Story Forms
Storytelling devices that include everything but 
the traditional inverted pyramid style.



Alternative Story Forms
STANDALONES – Forms that stand on their own with no traditional story on the 
spread they supplement. These need to work hard to tell an entire story.

SUPPLEMENTAL – Forms that accompany traditional stories or primary 
standalones These clarify, complement or explain the traditional story.

The above are popular with both newspapers and yearbooks, with yearbooks 
adding their own variations. 



YEARBOOK
Alternative Story Forms

YEARBOOK STANDALONES – Multiple stories on a spread that are 
independent of one another yet have a loose tie. For example, weekly and 
monthly chronological pages may have three or more individual stories of 
different lengths and formats that stand alone. The tie would be they 
happened in same week or month.

YEARBOOK SUPPLEMENTALS – Some familiar yearbook forms include 
scoreboards on sports pages, storytelling captions, primary and secondary 
headlines and thematic-related coverage.



STANDALONES

Del Campo High School, Fair Oaks, Calif.



SUPPLEMENTAL

Lyons Township High School, La Grange, Ill.



YEARBOOK
Alternative Story Forms

YEARBOOK CONCEPT RELATED 
– Verbally, the format may take an aspect or angle of the concept and 
use it to add coverage that supports the concept.

– Visually, the format may incorporate one or more of the graphic 
elements of the concept development.



CONCEPT RELATED

Westlake High School, Westlake Village, Calif.



CONCEPT RELATED

Oviedo High School, Oviedo, Fla.



REASONS to consider using

Alternative Story Forms

ONE
Provide quick facts and deep context. It’s easier to scan alternative 
story forms than it is to read long blocks of text. This is especially 
true when the alternative formats use interesting visuals and 
contrasting type. 



REASONS to consider using

Alternative Story Forms

TWO 
Cuts information into bite-size chunks that makes it easier to digest. 



REASONS to consider using

Alternative Story Forms

THREE
Provides surprises for the reader by offering a variety 
of forms and content.



REASONS to consider using

Alternative Story Forms

FOUR
Brings visual 

(and maybe even some fun)

to the spread. 



Colonial Forge High School, Stafford, Virginia



Legacy High School, Mansfield, Texas



WHY you should consider using

Alternative Story Forms

Readers react more to the coverage and remember more 
information from it than they do traditional inverted 
pyramid form. 



HOW DO
ASFs take form? 

As a story comes together, often the alternative form 
takes on life. It might be created to explain or clarify part 
of the traditional story.
OR
It may add info that doesn’t fit into the story neatly.
OR
It may answer questions that pop in original coverage 
that were not answered.



HOW DO 
ASFs take form? 

The content and format are decided and planned for 
specifically in the initial spread planning stages. 

When a recurring event such as beginning of school, 
homecoming or graduation needs a new or different 
approach so it doesn’t seem as if it’s the “same old 
coverage.”  



H.B. Plant High School, Tampa, Fla.



Some CONSIDERTIONS
for effectiveness

Use storytelling material
- facts and figures
- strong quotes (NOT “I had a lot of fun.”)
- varying viewpoints
- specific details

Proofread and edit as carefully as you would 
a traditional storytelling despite how great the design and 
format are. 



Some 
ASFs 
Formats



PRO/CON

Saugus High School, Santa Clara, Calif.



POLLS

Mooresville High School, Mooresville, N.C.



POLLS

Rancho Cucamonga High School, Rancho Cucamonga, Calif.



TIMELINES

Robinson High School, Tampa, Fla.



TIMELINES

Haltom High School, Haltom City, Texas



TIMELINES

McKinney High School, McKinney, Texas



TIMELINES

Lake Ridge High School, Mansfield, Texas



NUMBERS/STATS

Del Campo High School, Fair Oaks, Calif.



LISTS

Gresham High School, Gresham, Ore.



LISTS

Gulliver Preparatory School, Miami, Fla.



HOW-TO

Boone High School, Orlando, Fla.



MULTIPLE STORIES

Shawnee Mission Northwest High School, Shawnee, Kan.



QUOTES

Timber Creek High School, Fort Worth, Texas



QUOTES

ELCO High School, Myerstown, Pa.



QUOTES

Palo Alto High School, CA

Crescenta Valley High School, La Crescenta, Calif.



QUOTES

Palo Alto High School, Palo Alto, Calif.



QUOTES

J.W. Mitchell High School, New Port Richey, Fla.



SHOWSTOPPERS

Haltom High School, Haltom City, Texas



SHOWSTOPPERS

Rancho Cucomonga High School, Rancho Cucamonga, Calif.



SHOWSTOPPERS

Shawnee Mission North High School, Overland Park, Kan.



SO Many other 
Formats

• Anecdotes
• Multiple Stories

• He Said / She Said
• Photo Essays with Captions

• Multiple Choice

Are just a few more options. Your choice. Now go 
have fun.  
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