
Modular Designs=
Nothing More 

Than



PACKAGING



• Some sort of a box
• Some sort of paper
• Ribbons
• Decorations
• Name Tags

What do packages have?



• Packaging is an approach to design in 
which the designer leaves a space of a 
specific size empty on the spread. 
(Think of lifting a photo area out and 
replacing it with a Package.)

• Then, this space can be filled with any 
of a number of pre-designed modules.



Why Package? 

• Add consistency 
• Provide new entry points
• Expand coverage
• Adds excitement
• Adds additional information

• Simplifies work for a designer, because the same 
designs can be used multiple times in a book without 
boring the reader if the module is changed each time.



Packaging Design
• Imagination

• Magazines

• Pinterest

• A mixture of quick reads, using at least two of the 
following: lists, quizzes, top 10 lists, charts, quote 
boxes, Q & As, infographics, fun facts, time lines, 
calendars, first-person narratives or small photo 
essays



Packaging Design
Types of packages

• Theme inspired packages

• Section inspired packages 

• Photo packages

• Dominant element (photo), headline and story 
packages





Theme
• Will help drive the theme in areas of coverage. 

Use font, graphics and colors  from the cover
• Use additional spin-off phrases from the theme 

phrase as headlines for the package



Use: 
 Font from the cover
 Color from the cover
 Graphics from the 

cover

J.W.Mitchell High School, New Port Richey, Fl



Package Design







Shawnee Mission Northwest, Overland Pk, KS

Theme Related Packages will
Drive the theme coverage

•Providing an integral 
information to the theme

•Without them, the theme is 
more like a frame

•Packages force students to 
think beyond the story –What 
else does the reader want?

•Provide a visual break in the 
page-introducing negative 
space







Use: 
 Font from the cover
 Color from the cover
 Graphics from the 

cover

Oak Ridge High School, Orlando, FL



Create Packages and save in libraries/Online 
Artwork
 Bring in Packages when needed
 Use colors from the cover/theme
 Use graphics from the cover/theme
 Vary the angle on your photography

QUOTE PACKAGES



Create Packages and save in libraries/Online 
Artwork
 Bring in Packages when needed
 Use colors from the cover/theme
 Use graphics from the cover/theme

NUMBERS PACKAGES





Theme Related Package: 
Whole Book Link



SECTIONAL



Sectional packages are 
designed to appear in one 
section of the book only:

• Still use theme fonts
• Still use theme colors
• Are specific to a certain 

section



Whole Book Link

Sectional Package

Sectional Package



Whole Book Link

Sectional Package





PHOTO



Photo Packages

• Group two to five 
common photos
– Two to three is optimal

• Use some sort of lead-
in to separate captions
– Color
– Lead-in
– Numbers 

• The group should have 
only 2-6 point 
separation

• Vary the sizes and 
shapes of the photos

• Use strong Photo 
composition rules



Photo Packages







Package photos that have a 
Common story

These THREE photos 
are packaged together. 
The separation 
between them is 2-6 
point. There is a 
GROUP Caption. 

These TWO Photos 
have a commonality. 
Thus, they are 
packaged with a 
group caption







Can you see the different 
packages?





Story Telling



Create Packages and save in libraries/Online 
Artwork
 Bring in Packages when needed
 Use colors from the cover/theme
 Use graphics from the cover/theme
 Vary the angle on your photography

Story-telling PACKAGES













HOW DO WE MAKE



• Packaging allows the designer to try out different 
modules in the same design and choose which ones 
work the best. 

Because the packages are all pre-designed to pre-
determined sizes, this plug-in-and-play method allows 
for quick, easy changes. 

Packaging also lets designers use the same basic 
design for several spreads in a book. If the modules 
are switched up, readers will not get bored with the 
design. 



Quote Package Fact Package

How To Package

List Package



Always Remember, you are replacing a photo box area





Use all Design Rules
Create a 
headline

Copy area 
to the 
outside of 
the module

Photos to 
the inside 
of the 
module. In 
this case, 
the group 
also acts 
as a 
dominate 
element



INSPIRATION 
FROM PINTEREST Staff Created Package





Find Inspiration





Find Inspiration









Packages can contain a number of different 
types of information,  including…

• Lists
• Quizzes
• Top 10 lists
• Charts 
• Quote boxes
• Q & A

•Infographics 
• Fun facts 
• Timelines 
• Calendars 
• First-person narratives
• Small photo essays

These can be saved as templates and plugged into a 
spread as needed. The design work is done 
beforehand; all that is needed are specific pictures 
and appropriate copy.



YOUR

TURN
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