
2021 Walsworth Yearbooks

MATTERS
“Beauty is a promise of goodness and ugliness is 
evocative of nothing short of despair and evil.

That’s why beautiful design matters”

basic yearbook design



Design Matters - THE PREMISE

The purpose of 
yearbook design

is to help 
tell the story of the year 

more effectively.



Design Matters - THE PREMISE

The DESIGNER needs 
to make the reader 
want to DIG even 

DEEPER INTO THE BOOK. 



Design Matters - THE PREMISE

If the reader gives the book 
no more than just a quick look 

and doesn’t want 
to READ AND LOOK DEEPER…

what’s the point?



Design Matters - THE PREMISE

The DESIGN always 
has a 

PURPOSE



Design Matters - STRUCTURE

Parts of a layout 
Photos
Words
White Space
Graphics

Palm Harbor High School, Palm Harbor, Florida



Design Matters - STRUCTURE

Words/Photos/Graphics White Space

Liberty Christian Academy 
Lynchburg, Virginia



Design Matters STRUCTURE

Monarch High School
Boulder, Colorado

Words/Photos/Graphics     White Space



Design Matters - STRUCTURE

Photos/Graphics Words White Space

Marcus High School 
Lewisville, Texas



Design Matters - STRUCTURE

White Space        Photos/Graphics Words

Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School
Parkland, Florida



Design Matters - STRUCTURE

Photos

All spreads must have all elements.

WORDS

WHITE SPACE

PHOTOS



Design Matters - STRUCTURE

STEP ONE - Define grids and margins.



Design Matters - STRUCTURE

STEP ONE - Grids establish equal space between elements.



Design Matters - STRUCTURE

STEP ONE - Smaller grids provide more options



Design Matters - STRUCTURE

Establish external margins  ̶
outside and gutter.

Establish internal margins –
space between elements.

STEP TWO - Establish margins



Design Matters - STRUCTURE

.

.

STEP Three – Create Eyeline



Design Matters - STRUCTURE

STEP FOUR - Place the dominate photo first



Design Matters - STRUCTURE

STEP FIVE - Add supporting photos that touch the eyeline

Leave room for captions and story coverage.



Design Matters - STRUCTURE

STEP SIX - Photos: Add more photos if room allows.



Step six
Photos: Add more photos 
if room allows.

Leave room for captions 
and story coverage.



Step 7 add captions
Words: Add captions that 
touch the photo.



Step 8 Captions should touch photo they describe

Words: 
Headline 
and 
story.



Step 8 Captions should touch photo they describe

Words: 
Headline 
and story.



Step 9 Leave white space to outside of the page.



Bleed the dominant photo past the margin.Bleed photos (take off the page).

Options



Add an extended 
coverage package.
Sometimes called 

MODS

Options



Photos. White space. Words. 

Examples

Shawnee Mission East High School, Overland Park, Kansas



Photos. Words. White space. 
Examples

Pittsford Mendon High School, Pittsford, New York



Words. Photos. White space. 

Examples

Chisholm Trail High School, Fort Worth, Texas



Photos. Words. White space. 

Examples

Gainesville High School, Gainesville, Florida



Avoid placing pictures on the spread that are the
exact size and shape unless the content is related.

Design CAUTION

X X
X X

X
X



■ Use your layout to create others.

Design MAXIMIZATION



■ Mirror
Design MODIFICATIONS

Original Design >



■ Flip
Design MODIFICATIONS

Original Design >



■ Mirror-Flip
Design MODIFICATIONS

Original Design >



■ Original
Design MODIFICATIONS

■ Mirror

■ Mirror-Flip■ Flip
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