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THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

READY
ARE YOU

to start your  
2022 theme journey?

22 THEME 

poll 1chat Q



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

UNDERSTAND
First…DO YOU

what a theme is and  
what is its purpose?

22 THEME 



THEME
What is a Theme?

A THEME is a cohesive, consistent  

verbal and visual message 

a STORY  
developed throughout the book to connect to the students,  

the school and the school year.

THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?

The starting point. Remember…

STORY
COMES

not graphics or photos.
FIRST

THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?

Find your

WORDS
not graphics or photos.

FIRST
THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

• A great theme tells a story with 
style and flair.  
• Think of theme as the 

personality behind the story of 
the year.  

• “Who Would’ve Thought?”                           

• It’s a connection to the 
uncertainty of the pandemic 
year.

Plant High School 
Tampa, Florida

Think of theme as the 

STORY  
behind the yearbook. PERSONALITY

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?

STORY COMES FIRST

CONCEPT (big picture message)  
CATCHPHRASE (theme phrase) 

find your
Legacy High School 
Mansfield, Texas

THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



Find your CATCHPHRASE 
• Verbal catchphrases will help tie the book together 

• Create the phrase before deciding on the look

Use graphics, type 
and color to give 
personality to the 
theme.

Blue Valley Northwest High School 
Overland Park, Kansas

THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

STORY COMES FIRST

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



• “This Changes Every 
Thing” 

• “Who Would’ve 
Thought” 

• “Ready or Not” 

• “Fill in the Blanks” 

• “It’s About Time” 

• “Kinda, Sorta, 
Maybe” 

• “As We Go” 

• “You Don’t Even 
Know”

CATCHPHRASE  
Readers must  be able to understand how your theme is relevant 
to their lives. It must makes sense and connect to them.

STORY COMES FIRST

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Gulliver Prep High School 
Miami. Florida

as we

keep going

Raider 2021
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So where do we begin?

STORYWhat

are you going to 
TELL about 

2022?
THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



Theme Questions to CONSIDER
Is the theme 2022 worthy? 

Have you avoided your AP English vocabulary? 

Does it relate to the student body? 

How does it relate to the year/your school/your student body? 

Will your words lend themselves to  
story/photography/coverage development?

THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

STORY COMES FIRST



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

INSPIRED
HOW DO WE GET

We all need a little inspiration.

and find our 2022 theme?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

WHERE CAN WE FIND THE 

STORY 
WE WANT TO TELL?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

SEARCH
for INSPIRATION 

What am I looking for? 



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

THEME 
INSPIRATION

SEARCHING for

The story comes first.



the PROBLEM 
• We don’t know where to look. 

• We don’t know what to look for. 

• We don’t spend enough time looking for inspiration. 

• We spend too much time looking for inspiration. 

• We have too many things from too many different 

places, and they don’t work together. 

• The DREADED BLANK SPREAD….

THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

SEARCHING for THEME INSPIRATION

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



PLAY

PLAN  
SMARTER,  

NOT  
HARDER

TEST
DECIDE

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

FINDING YOUR 2022 THEME

SEARCH



THEME INSPIRATION

THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

•Words / Story 
•Connection to this year 
•Tone 
•Vibe 
•Personality 
•Feeling 
•Look 
•Overall aesthetic 

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

SEARCH - What Am I Looking For?



THE BIG GOAL: 
To find  

WORDS and LOOKS 
that inspire you.

THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

SEARCH - What Am I Looking For?

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

for INSPIRATION 
WHERE DO I LOOK FOR IT? 

SEARCH



EVERYWHERE

THEME 
INSPIRATION 

IS 

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

SEARCH - Where Do I Look?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

DON’T JUST 
COPY 

BE INSPIRED



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

FIND YOUR 
OWN VOICE 

BE INSPIRED



INSPIRATION 
Where do I  
look for it? 

• 160over90.com 
• abduzeedo.com 

adsofthworld.com 
• behance.net 
• designspiration.net 
• dribbble.com 
• gdusa.com.com 
• FastCompany.com 
• Hoefler & Co 
• hyperact.com 

• idnworld.com 
• ilovetypography.com 
• inspirationhut.net 
• Issuu.com 
• losttype.com 
• pinterest.com 
• typography.com 

SEARCH - Where Do I Look?

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



TV 
•Show promos 
•Commercials 

Advertisements 
•Automotive 
•Apple 
•Billboards 
•Sports 

Magazines 
•Bicycling 
•Local library online-

EBSCO 

WHERE ELSE???

SEARCH - Where Do I Look?

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



SEARCH - Where Do I Look?
Television  
Commercials

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?

Magazines  
Surf 
Art 
HOW 
ESPN 
Vanity Fair 
Newsweek 
Nylon 
Men’s/Women’s  
Journal 
Communication Arts 

Newspapers 
College Brochures 
Corporate Brochures

SEARCH - Where Do I Look?

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

SEARCH - Where Do I Look?
College  
view books

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

SEARCH - Where Do I Look?

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

SEARCH - Where Do I Look?
College  
view  
books



GRAPHIC 
ARTISTS: 
Jessica Walsh

SEARCH - Where Do I Look?

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



GRAPHIC 
ARTISTS: 
Jessica Walsh

SEARCH - Where Do I Look?

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



GRAPHIC 
ARTISTS: 

Jon Contino
SEARCH - Where Do I Look?

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

GRAPHIC 
ARTISTS: 

Jon Contino

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

SEARCH - Where Do I Look?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY
Take the WORDS and LOOKS  

you’ve found and see what works. 



Vibe 1: 

Punk Rock

Before you judge me, just think 
about the individual graphic design 
elements. I’ve got a slide(s) for each 
one of the following. 

- Grunge-y black and white 
photos 

- Cutout magazine lettering 
- Rips & Colored photo 

treatments 
- Bold fonts (think attitude) 
- Tape and treatments 

I’m not saying we make our 
yearbook ugly, I’m just saying we 
pull from the attitude and the looks 
of this kind of era.

Maggie Taylor 
Hagerty High School, Oviedo Florida

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Start Your Inspiration Portfolio



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Start Your Inspiration Portfolio



PLAY - Start Your Inspiration Portfolio

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Start Your Inspiration Portfolio



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Start Your Inspiration Portfolio



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Start Your Inspiration Portfolio



ç

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Start Your Inspiration Portfolio



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Start Your Inspiration Portfolio



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Start Your Inspiration Portfolio



•What SPECIFICALLY are you drawn to? 
•Text? Color? Placement? Size? Direction? Layers? 

Movement? Integration? Organization? Etc…. 
•Verbalize it & write it down. 
•Will it translate to yearbook? 
•The more specific you are now, the easier it will be to 

make decisions later. 

THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Know WHY you like something

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Start Your Inspiration Portfolio



99designs somewhere

This kind of warped 
distortion would be 
awesome. It’s subtle and 
the opposite of 2008 word 
art. Also, note the intense 
contrast here between the 
black background and bold 
white text. Ring any bells?

PLAY - Start Your Inspiration Portfolio



99designs somewhere

Look at the beautiful 
monotones here. 
Alternative to duotones, 
maybe. I am definitely a 
proponent of bold text on 
top of simple photos, 
especially if there’s some 
monotone/black and white 
elements to it.

PLAY - Start Your Inspiration Portfolio

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

COLLECT CONSTANTLY
•Year-round process 
•Inspiration board (in classroom, shared album, Trello board, 

etc…) 
•Keep a photo album on your phone for inspiration 

images 
•Keep a note on your phone for words/phrases/story ideas 

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Start Your Inspiration Portfolio



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

TAKE IT SLOW
•Look at inspiration daily but for short periods 
of time 

•5-20 minutes and then step away 

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Start Your Inspiration Portfolio



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

We SEARCHED  

and PLAYED  

to see what we could find. 



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Mike’s 
INSPIRATION 

Look What We Found



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Mike’s Inspiration Portfolio



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Mike’s Inspiration Portfolio



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Mike’s Inspiration Portfolio



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Mike’s Inspiration Portfolio



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Jim’s 
INSPIRATION 

Look What We Found



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Jim ’s Inspiration Portfolio
College View Books



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Jim’s Inspiration Portfolio

Magazine Ads



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Jim’s Inspiration Portfolio

Online ads



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Jim’s Inspiration Portfolio

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Jim’s Inspiration Portfolio

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Jim’s Inspiration Portfolio

Online ads



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Jim’s Inspiration Portfolio
I Know Exactly What You Are Thinking

Unprecedented Times

Unlike Any Other

Does It Matter?

What Matters

You Know Why.

What We Remember Is Us

We’re What We’ve Been Waiting For

What We’ve All Been Waiting For

What Are You Going to Do With It?

For a ReasonWhat Matters Most

The Memories Are Made By Us

Finding New Ways to Make It Work

It’s About Us and the History We Make
2021 NCAA  
Mens Basketball Final 
Opening Jon Hamm

What Are You Thinking?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Sabrina’s 
INSPIRATION 

Look What We Found



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Sabrina’s Inspiration Portfolio

Type cutouts



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Sabrina’s Inspiration Portfolio

Verbal



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Sabrina’s Inspiration Portfolio

Bold Color Palette



Drawing on photos

THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Sabrina’s Inspiration Portfolio



Drawing on photos

THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Sabrina’s Inspiration Portfolio



Drawing on photos

THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Sabrina’s Inspiration Portfolio



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Start YOUR  
INSPIRATION 

portfolio 

Bottom Line



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PowerPoint 
Moodboard 
Google doc 
Portfolio 

It can be a

Needs to be 
SHARABLE



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

TEST
Find out if it’s really 

THE ONE



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

TEST - The Testing Process

• Choose 2 or 3 VISUALS and VERBALS from 
your “search and play time.” 
• Apply these words and looks to yearbook items. 
(cover, opening, guts spread, mod package, etc...) 
•Experiment with variations of each look and 
verbal. 
•Check to see if the look and verbal translates well 
to the world of yearbook. 

PUT IT TO THE TEST 



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Plant High 
School 
2021 

They found  
their words  
and started  
playing with 
their LOOK.

TEST - Does It Work?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Plant High 
School 
2021 

They found  
their words  
and started  
playing with 
their LOOK.

TEST - Does It Work?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

PLAY - Does It Work?

Plant High 
School 
2021 

They found  
their words  
and started  
playing with 
their LOOK.
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2021 

They found  
their words  
and started  
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their LOOK.

TEST - Does It Work?
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Plant High 
School 
2021 

They found  
their words  
and started  
playing with 
their LOOK.

TEST - Does It Work?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

GRAPHICS 
ARTISTS: 

Paula Scher

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

TEST - Does It Work?
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their LOOK.

TEST - Does It Work?
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THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

GRAPHIC 
ARTISTS: 

Paula Scher

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?
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Plant High 
School 
2021 

They found  
their words  
and started  
playing with 
their LOOK.

TEST - Does It Work?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

GRAPHIC 
ARTISTS: 

Paula Scher

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

TEST - Does It Work?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

THINK Visual Variety
•Will it work for mods? 
•What does it look like for sports? Clubs? Portraits? 
•What do headlines look like? 
•How do we treat feature/showstopper spreads? 
•Text-heavy spreads? Photo-heavy spreads? 
•Can this design translate to YEARBOOK? 
•Can this easily be carried throughout the book? 
•Is it USER-FRIENDLY? 

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

TEST - Does It Work?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

TEST - Does It Work?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

TEST - Does It Work?

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

TEST - Does It Work?

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

TEST - Does It Work?

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Substitute something 
Combine it with something else 
Adapt something to it 
Modify / Magnify it 
Put it to some other use 
Eliminate something 
Reverse / Rearrange it

TEST - SCAMPER CHECKLIST

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

TEST - Does It Work?
Visual Variety

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

TEST VISUAL VARIETY

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

DECIDE
Edit down to what works best for the 

WHOLE BOOK,  
Not just what works best for you.

poll 2



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

DECIDE

•Don’t keep the theme because you like it, 
keep it because it works. 

•Ask yourself, “Does this enhance the look/
message of the theme? or does it detract/
distract from it?”

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

poll 3

Make TOUGH Decisions



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

DECIDE
Make TOUGH Decisions

•Choose fonts 
•Choose colors 
•Choose graphics 
•Choose layout, spacing, margins, etc. 
•Make sure that they all work together to support the 
theme message. 

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

DECIDE Create a STYLE GUIDE

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

DECIDE

Create a STYLE GUIDE

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

DECIDE Create your STYLE GUIDE

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Walsworth Yearbooks Workshop Look 
2021-2022



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

DECIDE Create your STYLE GUIDE

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

DECIDE Create your STYLE GUIDE

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

THEME ’22

INSPIRATION
inACTION



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

INSPIRATION IN ACTION THEME

Oviedo High School



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

THEME INSPIRATION IN ACTION 

Oviedo High School

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

THEME INSPIRATION IN ACTION 

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Legacy High School



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

THEME INSPIRATION IN ACTION 

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

visual theme inspiration verbal theme inspiration



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

THEME INSPIRATION IN ACTION 

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Notre Dame de Sion  
High School



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

THEME INSPIRATION IN ACTION 

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

University High School



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

THEME ARTISTS: 
David Carson

INSPIRATION IN ACTION 

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

THEME INSPIRATION IN ACTION 

University High School

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

THEME INSPIRATION IN ACTION 

University High School

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

WHERE
DOES YOUR

THEME
GO?



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

COVER
Cover 
The cover will establish 3-5 verbal 
and visual theme elements that will 
drive both the STORY and the LOOK 
of the book. 

How many possible THEME elements 
to you find on this cover? 

Purpose: Set up your significant 
theme elements - words, fonts, color, 
design.

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Blue Valley Northwest High School



ENDSHEETS
Endsheets 
Same font from cover 

Same color palette from cover 

Can use space for table of contents 

Purpose: Bring the theme inside the 
book

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Blue Valley Northwest High School



TITLE PAGE
Title Page 
Same fonts from cover 
Same graphics from cover 
Same color palette from cover 
Photos that help depict theme 
Captions 
Book name 
Volume Number 
School Physical address 
School Virtual addresses (Twitter, FB, and Web) 
Population

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Blue Valley Northwest High School



OPENING SPREADS (1) 

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Blue Valley Northwest High School

Opening / Theme Spreads 
Opening spread and closing 

spread should have the same 

look but use different copy and 

photos 

• Same colors as cover 

• Same fonts as cover 

• Awesome design, photo and 

storytelling



OPENING SPREADS (2)

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Blue Valley Northwest High School

Opening / Theme Spreads 
Opening spread and closing 

spread should have the same 

look but use different copy and 

photos 

• Same colors as cover 

• Same fonts as cover 

• Awesome design, photo and 

storytelling



OPENING SPREADS (3)

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Blue Valley Northwest High School

Opening / Theme Spreads 
Opening spread and closing 

spread should have the same 

look but use different copy and 

photos 

• Same colors as cover 

• Same fonts as cover 

• Awesome design, photo and 

storytelling



DIVIDERS
Dividers 
Divider spreads should 
echo the design of the 
cover, endsheets, title 
page and opening spreads 
• Same colors  
• Same fonts as cover 
• Related design - not 

exactly the same 
• Introduces section 

content

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Blue Valley Northwest High School



GUT SPREADS

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Blue Valley Northwest High School



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

GUT SPREADS
Communicate your STORY on the

Blue Valley Northwest High School



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Showstoppers
Communicate your STORY on the

Blue Valley Northwest High School



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

COVER
Cover 
The cover will establish 3-5 verbal 
and visual theme elements that will 
drive both the STORY and the LOOK 
of the book. 

How many possible THEME elements 
to you find on this cover. 

Purpose: Set up your significant 
theme elements - words, fonts, color, 
design.

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Athens Drive Magnet High School



ENDSHEETS Endsheets 
Same font from cover 
Same color palette from cover 
Can use space for table of 
contents. 

Purpose: Bring the theme 
inside the book.

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Athens Drive Magnet High School



TITLE PAGE
Title Page 
Same fonts from cover 
Same graphics from cover 
Same color palette from cover 
Photos that help depict theme 
Captions 
Book name 
Volume Number 
School Physical address 
School Virtual addresses (Twitter, FB, and Web) 
Population

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Athens Drive Magnet High School



OPENING SPREADS (1) 

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Athens Drive Magnet High School

Opening / Theme Spreads 
Opening spread and closing 

spread should have the same 

look but use different copy and 

photos 

• Same colors as cover 

• Same fonts as cover 

• Awesome design, photo and 

storytelling



OPENING SPREADS (2)
Opening / Theme Spreads 

Opening spread and closing spread 

should have the same look but use 

different copy and photos. 

• Same colors as cover 

• Same fonts as cover 

• Awesome design, photo and 

storytelling

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Athens Drive Magnet High School



DIVIDERS
Dividers 
Divider spreads should 
echo the design of the 
cover, endsheets, title page 
and opening spreads. 
• Same colors  
• Same fonts as cover 
• Related design - not 

exactly the same 
• Introduces section 

content

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Athens Drive Magnet High School



GUT SPREADS

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Athens Drive Magnet High School



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the
GUT SPREADS

Athens Drive Magnet High School



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the
GUT SPREADS

Athens Drive Magnet High School



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

COVER
Cover 
The cover will establish 3-5 verbal 
and visual theme elements that will 
drive both the STORY and the LOOK 
of the book. 

How many possible THEME elements 
to you find on this cover? 

Purpose: Set up your significant 
theme elements - words, fonts, color, 
design.

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Aledo High School



ENDSHEETS
Endsheets 
Same font from cover 
Same color palette from cover 
Can use space for table of contents. 

Purpose: Bring the theme inside the 
book.

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Aledo High School



TITLE PAGE
Title Page 
Same fonts from cover 
Same graphics from cover 
Same color palette from cover 
Photos that help depict theme 
Captions 
Book name 
Volume Number 
School Physical address 
School Virtual addresses (Twitter, FB, and Web) 
Population

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Aledo High School



OPENING SPREADS

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Aledo High School

Opening / Theme Spreads 
Opening spread and closing 

spread should have the same 

look but use different copy and 

photos 

• Same colors as cover 

• Same fonts as cover 

• Awesome design, photo and 

storytelling



OPENING SPREADS

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Aledo High School

Opening / Theme Spreads 
Opening spread and closing 

spread should have the same 

look but use different copy and 

photos 

• Same colors as cover 

• Same fonts as cover 

• Awesome design, photo and 

storytelling



DIVIDERS

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Aledo High School

Dividers 
Divider spreads should 
echo the design of the 
cover, endsheets, title 
page and opening 
spreads. 
• Same colors  
• Same fonts as cover 
• Related design - not 

exactly the same 
• Introduces section 

content



DIVIDERS
Divider Pages 
All designed to 
have similar look; 
divide the 
sections of the 
book . 
Traditional 
sections are: 
• Student life 
• Sports 
• People 
• Academics 
• Organizations 
• Ads

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Aledo High School



GUT SPREADS

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY on the

Aledo High School



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

GUT SPREADS
Communicate your STORY on the

Aledo High School



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

GUT SPREADS
Communicate your STORY on the

Aledo High School



THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

GUT SPREADS
Communicate your STORY on the

Aledo High School



EVERYWHERE
Coverage topics (ladder) 
Theme copy 
Story angles 
Headlines 
Showstopper spreads 
Modular units/Alt copy/sidebars 
Folios 
Bylines 
Graphics, fonts, colors 
Reference Sections 
Look at previous yearbooks  
– where else could we have carried out this story?

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Communicate your STORY



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

•Have I made enough attempts 

(played & tested) with this look? 

•Does it translate well to 
yearbook? 

•Does it allow for visual variety? 

•Is it a user-friendly theme?

Athens Drive Magnet High School 
Raleigh, North Carolina

ASK YOURSELF

THEME: What’s your 2020 story?THEME: What’s your 2022 story?



THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

“The key to great ideas  
is not having them,  
it’s executing them.” 
- Kate MorossRobinson High School 

Tampa, Florida

SEARCH, PLAY, TEST, DECIDE



FOR 2022
THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

Now, GO FIND 
YOUR 

PERFECT THEME



Go get INSPIRED

THEME: What’s your 2022 story?

THANK 
YOU

THANK 
YOU



Next up 
Prepare Your 

Leaders for ’22 
May 20


